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Mickey Holton, Editor                                                             November 2022                                               flatheadv897@gmail.com 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

 

 

 

Join with other members of the Volunteer V8 Ford Club on a scenic drive down 

the Natchez Trace to Columbia, Tennessee on Saturday, November 12th. Meet at 

the old Kroger parking lot next to Chik-Fil-A in Brentwood by 930 AM. 

Directions to the old Kroger parking lot: from Old Hickory Boulevard in Brent-

wood go south on Franklin Road to the fifth stop light, turn left into the shop-

ping center. Chik-Fil-A is on the left and the old  Kroger parking lot is on the 

right. If you are coming from the South take the first stop light coming into 

Brentwood on Franklin Road and the parking light is on the right. 

We’ll take Old Hickory Blvd to  Hwy 100 to the Natchez Trace and over to Co-

lumbia for lunch at Puckett's in Columbia and antique shopping on the square ) 

Please let Danny Driskell (danny.driskell@comcast.com, 615-293-9975) or Mick-

ey Holton (flatheadv897@gmail.com, 615-815-9203) know if you will be joining 

the tour. 

 

Touring the Natchez Trace to Columbia, TN 

Saturday, November 12th, 2022 
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 Member Car (Truck) of the Month 
1932 Ford Pickup 

Steve Jordan, Nashville, TN 

 

This month’s spotlight vehicle is the 1932 Ford pickup owned by Steve Jordan of Nashville. 

This truck was featured in the July/August 2019 issue of the V8 TIMES and I have chosen to 

use that article in this newsletter since it tells the complete story of how Steve obtained it 

 

 
and how it was restored. I addition, I am 

including a story sent to me by Steve about 

an incident he experienced while driving 

the pickup to Franklin. I think you will enjoy 

the story very much! 
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Old -vs- New 

By Steve Jordan 

 

(A fun vignette for the club newsletter… if you can make out my handwriting! This happened 
to me today...October 16th). 

Last month I put new rear tires on my 1932 Ford pickup but, for various reasons, I hadn’t driv-
en the truck but maybe once since installing the new tires. In fact, 2022 has been a year in 
which I have driven the truck the least of any year recently. For too much of this year the old 
truck has just sat under the carport collecting dust. Letting the truck sit I can’t say has bene-
fitted the truck. Exhibit A: the battery. 

With the new rear tires on, I was ready to get the truck out again but the battery was, first, 
noticeably weak, and then, in no time, altogether dead. Well, great! So, this weekend I went 
to NAPA and Got a new 12-volt Here’s battery (I’ve converted my truck to 12-volts) and in-
stalled it, fixing that problem. Blam! Blam!..it started up, just as if the months-long hiatus had 
meant nothing to the truck. Gosh, I appreciate that about my old truck! I still hadn’t driven it, 
so I got it out and drove it down Hillsboro Road to Franklin. It tracked great with the new tires 
on the rear giving an easy, easy drive be-bopping along, 40 to 45 miles per hour all the way. 

In Franklin there is a gas station out on Columbia Highway toward Winstead Hill that sells non
-ethanol gas so, to give my Sunday outing some sense of purpose, I drove to that station while 
I was in Franklin and gassed up the truck. Well, by nothing but coincidence, the sole other ve-
hicle  at the pumps was a local guy in one of the new Rivian all-electric trucks that look like 
moon vehicles or something (he was filling up gas cans with non-ethanol gas for his 
lawnmower and other equipment.) It was just too funny. Well, of course, he and I started yak-
king about such an unlikely juxtaposition of old and new  automotive technology on a random 
Sunday afternoon. 

I had him climb in my pickup and sit down (“they sure did make ‘em small back then…) and ha 
had me do the same in his new truck. His truck was like sitting at a computer screen; the 
“controls”…few as they were…weren’t intriguing to me at all. Under his hood was…
nothing!...a storage compartment lined with carpet. He said the truck had separate electric 
motors on each wheel. The thing really was like a computer on a desk with a steering wheel 
added to it, so so futuristic. He told me had been on a waiting list for eight months to get it 
and that its batteries had a range of about 180 miles (?)  between charges and that he could 
charge it up overnight at home as the vehicle needed it. 

We parked the trucks side-by-side so he could take pictures with his phone. All-in-all, he and I 
probably fifteen to twenty minutes at the self-serve gas station joking around, marveling at 
the changes in automotive technology (both ways: antique to modern and modern to an-
tique) And having fun with cars. 

Moral? As always, get your old Ford out and drive it and the fun will just follow! 
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Old-vs-New 

1932 Ford and Rivian 
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OH DEER! 

(The age old story of a deer disrespecting the laws of physics) 

 
By Jim McGuire 
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(Left to right) Upon arrival at home that night;  My trusty dog checking out 
the wild animal smell in the grill the next morning; Like new again.  
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A Brief History of The 1940 Ford Deluxe Coupe 
 

The '40s were an unusual period in the automo-
bile industry. Just as luxury cars started rolling off 
production lines for the first time, the pre-war 
preparations drew closer. Soon enough, car pro-
duction stopped for civilians completely. In the 
next 3-4 years, no new models could be seen on 
the market, except the ones that were specially 
made for military purposes. 
However, the early '40s saw a couple of inter-
esting car models. For instance, Ford introduced the update of its Deluxe line that year. This 
line was initially launched in 1938 and made Ford's effort to gap the bridge between the base 
and the luxury offerings. Hence, the Deluxe car and name were born. 
The 1940 Ford Deluxe Coupe is one of the several trims that were produced in pre-war years 
but were classed as 1940 models. It was complemented with a round design and a heart-
shaped grill for more luxury - a style that remains well-known even today. But say you want to 
check out this model today. Is it still available? What could you expect? 
 

The 1940 Ford Deluxe Coupe Price And Availability 

 
Thanks to the mass production in 1940, the Ford Deluxe models are still widely available. As 
we were able to see on current auctions, the least expensive one is the Ford Deluxe Sedan, 
going for the price at around $30,000. The Convertible is probably the most expensive trim 
currently...a steep cost of $80,000. 
 
Although the Ford Deluxe Coupe was not rolled off at such a mass scale, one can still find a 
few models available on sale. They usually come at $40,000, which is a middle ground be-
tween the other trims. Of course, the final price will depend on the condition, color scheme, 
and other factors. A couple of ones that caught our eye were pretty well-preserved, with 
maintained engines and a sparkly interior. 

 
You may need to armor up with patience and 
save up some extra cash, though. Depending 
on the current market demand and the gen-
eral availability, the prices could go up sud-
denly. 
 
As mentioned earlier, the Ford Deluxe line 
was introduced in 1938. The name came 

https://www.britannica.com/technology/automotive-industry/Ford-and-the-assembly-line
https://www.britannica.com/technology/automotive-industry/Ford-and-the-assembly-line
https://www.hotcars.com/tag/ford/
https://www.hotcars.com/automakers-history-heres-how-henry-ford-changed-the-automotive-world/
https://corporate.ford.com/about/history/company-timeline.html
https://www.hotcars.com/why-classic-car-ownership-should-come-with-a-warning/
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even earlier, in 1930, as a mark for more luxurious trims such as the Model 40-B and the Mod-
el 45-B. The marketing of more extravagant trims didn't come as a surprise. Due to the fierce 
competition with Chevrolet in the late '30s, Ford made significant updates to its cars every 
year. Fords of these decades all had improved styling and mechanics throughout every single 
year. The 1940 Ford Deluxe was probably the most beautiful of them all, with boat-based styl-
ing and improved power and performance. 
 
In summary, six Deluxe models came out in 1940. The Coupe and the Business Coupe were 
quite similar in style and price, at that time available for sale at $721 and $745. The Tudor and 
the Fordor Sedan were rounder in design, coming at $765 and $810. There was even an ex-
travagant Convertible Coupe priced at $850. However, the most luxurious and expensive of 
them all was the sixth model. The Deluxe Station Wagon was priced at a hefty $950, featuring 
the finest interior materials such as ash and maple hardwoods. 
 
Here we examine the 1940 Ford Deluxe Coupe, the vehicle that has stood the test of time and 
remained highly popular among classic car enthusiasts. Ford stayed with its V8 engine and a 
112-inch wheelbase with transverse leaf springs front and rear from 1939. However, the engi-
neers added a torsion-type stabilizer bar to the front suspension and upgraded hydraulic 
brakes for better performance. In 1940, the Ford Deluxe also had conventional steel discs. 
 
The Deluxe was able to put out 85-hp and 155 lb.-ft of torque. It was, indeed, a powerful and 
exciting vehicle at a time. The production numbers confirm this – more than six million units 

left the Ford production lines. Still, the Deluxe 
Coupe made only 27,919 of the total numbers. 
When it comes to the interior, Ford introduced a 
modern-looking instrument panel with a hori-
zontal speedometer and gauges. Along with ash-
trays on both ends of the dash, there was also a 
built-in clock and a locking glove box. As the 
photo shows, the interior was sleek and very ap-
pealing. Most are particularly amazed by the ex-
terior of this vehicle.  

The one thing that made the Ford Deluxe 
Coupe stand out from the others was the boat-
based design. Ford added sealed-beam head-
lamps in 1940, which made a great combina-
tion with the heart-shaped grille and long, cut 
rear end. 

Hotcars 

December 01, 2021 

https://www.hotcars.com/these-are-the-most-important-cars-in-fords-history/
https://www.hotcars.com/these-are-the-most-important-cars-in-fords-history/
https://www.hotcars.com/the-rust-brothers-restore-a-classic-1941-ford-super-deluxe/
https://www.hotcars.com/modifying-these-classic-american-cars-should-be-a-crime/
https://www.hotcars.com/modifying-these-classic-american-cars-should-be-a-crime/
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The Zaft 1937 Ford Sedan Gets a “Facelift” 

Scott and Karen Zaft have decided to “spruce up” their recently acquired 1937 Ford trunk back se-

dan. Here are some recent photos of the work being done. 
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“To the paint shop and beyond!” 
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Thinking about completely rewiring a ‘47 Lincoln? 

When asked what it’s like to rewire a 1947 Lincoln Zephyr Coupe, Kenny Polly (below) offered this advise: 

“!#$$&&#@**&$#@!&$##@@@&*&^%$#&*” 



 18 

 

Blast From the Past! 
My Grandfather’s Favorite Ford V-8 Car 

By Henry Ford II (as told to the Head Nut) 
(Twin Cities RG, August 1980) 
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TECH TIP 

Long Island Regional Group, November, 2022 
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In the Kitchen... 
 

 
Bent 8 News, HAWK Mountain RG, November 2022 
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