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Mickey Holton, Editor                                                         September 2022                                                   flatheadv897@gmail.com                                                         

Eastern National Meet, summer heat, etc… 

Now that the 2022 Eastern National Meet in 
Franklin and the oppressive summer heat is in 
our rear view mirrors it is time to plan for an 
active Fall season. I don't know about you but 
I used about every excuse I could think of to 
keep from going outside in this summer’s aw-
ful heat! If my lawn didn’t need cutting and 
weed eating from time to time I probably 
wouldn’t have gone out of the house at all. 
That being said, here’s what we are planning 
for the next four months. 

For Saturday, September 24th, we’ve made 
plans for a tour to Shelbyville, TN, to see the 
V8 collection of Jim Bratcher (see page 2 of 
this newsletter) to be followed up by lunch at 
the nearby Hwy 55 Burgers in Shelbyville 
(https://www.restaurantji.com/tn/shelbyville/
hwy-55-burgers-shakes-and-fries-/), a 50’s 
themed diner. 

October, of course, means Hershey, PA. No, 
we’re not going to tour to Hershey but Mike 

Driskell will have his spot open on the Choco-
late Field and any club members attending 
Hershey is invited to stop by and visit and en-
joy a coke courtesy of Mike. Later in October 
on Saturday the 22nd, we’re planning a Fall 
Color Tour on the Natchez Trace. More infor-
mation on that tour will come later. 

November is open right now but we do plan 
to have a Christmas dinner in early in Decem-
ber and we’re looking to have it at the Sports-
man Grille in Brentwood, TN (near Cool 
Springs). The dinner will be free to members 
and wives as the club will foot the bill thanks 
to our successful sponsorship of the 2022 
Eastern National Meet. More info will follow 
on that event, too. 

Mark these dates on your calendar and make 
plans to be a part of each. 
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A n  i n s i d e  l o o k  a t  a  v - 8 e r s  G a r a g e  
To u r  t o  t h e  J i m  B ra t c h e r  V - 8  C o l l e c t i o n  i n  S h e l b y v i l l e ,  Te n n e s s e e  

S a t u r d a y,  S e p t e m b e r  2 4 t h ,  2 0 2 2  

H w y  5 5  B u r g e r s  S h a ke s  &  F r i e s   

We will meet at the Kroger parking lot at Old Hickory Boulevard and 
Nolensville Road on Saturday, September 24th, and leave by 9:30—
9:45 AM for Shelbyville. After visiting Jim Bratcher’s V-8 collection we 
will go to Hwy 55 Burger in Shelbyville for lunch. Please email me at 
flatheadv897@gmail.com or call or text me at 615-815-9203 and let me 
know if you plan to be apart of the tour. 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 24TH 
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Car of the Month 

Sorry, no member car of the month in this issue, but I do want to highlight a car Danny 

Driskell and I had the privilege to see  a couple of weeks ago while in St. Louis to get some 

V8 parts from Don Rogers. Don’s car is a beautiful 1951 Mercury Convertible and here is 

Don’s “story” about his car. 

Crazy about a Mercury 
By Don Rogers 

 

My love for 51 Mercurys began as a 
young boy back in 1951 when my dad 
bought a new 51 Mercury.   Compared 
to our previous 41 Ford this new 
streamlined car was fantastic.  I loved 
that car and helped my dad work on it 
any time he would let me. 

Fast forward 10 years and I was taking 
my drivers test behind the wheel of 
that beauty.  I drove that car till I went 
away to college.  It had been sold by 
the time I graduated.  The memory of 
that car stayed with me for years. 

Finally in 2003, I saw an ad in Hem-
mings for a solid California 51 converti-
ble at a reasonable price.  I had a friend 
who lived near the seller go over and 
take a look at it.  I asked him to be criti-
cal in his assessment of the car.  He was 
but told me that if I didn’t buy it, he 
would.  That’s all I needed, and after 
some serious negotiations, we agreed 
on a price and the car was mine. 

The car exceeded my expectations and 
after a few minor maintenance issues, 
the car became a great driver.  Every 
time I sit behind the wheel those mem-
ories of high school come rushing back. 

 

Don’s dad with his kids and the ‘51 Mercury 

Two shots of Don and the Mercury 



 4 

Don Rogers’ 1951 Mercury Convertible 

 

MERCURY Don’s 51 Merc 
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FOR SALE (see below) 

 This ‘34 Ford Tudor Sedan appeared last month as “Member Car of the Month.” 
Since that time its owner, Carl Ledbetter of Livingston, Tennessee, has written to me 
and said that a medical diagnosis and treatment has made it necessary for him to 
offer it for sale saying “I need to get around the middle $40,000 but I am willing to 
work something fair to each. This is a cash sale.” 

If you are interested in this ‘34 Ford, you can contact Carl at 115 Hillview Road, Liv-
ingston, TN, 38570. His telephone number is 931-310-5146 and his email is 
cfrench41@live.com. 
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Inland Empire RG #23, Voice of the V8, August 2022 
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Columbia River RG #10 Columbia Overdrive, August 2022 
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My first car...1953 Plymouth Cranbrook 

By Mickey Holton 

The first car I ever owned was a 1953 Plymouth Cranbrook Four 
Door sedan. I bought it in 1963 during my first year in college for 
$300 from Boggs Motor Company in Statesville, North Carolina 
(owned by cousins). I drove this car for almost four years, the 
last two years when I was living , working and going to college in 
Washington, D.C. In 1967, I upgraded to a 1963 Dodge Dart and 
drove it until I enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1968. 

Here’s some information about the ‘53 Plymouth: 

The Plymouth Cranbrook is an automobile which was built 
by Plymouth for the model years 1951 through 1953. It replaced 
the Special Deluxe when Plymouth changed its naming scheme 
and was essentially the same as the Plymouth Con-
cord and Cambridge. In period TV commercials, the cars were all 
introduced as "the new Plymouth" then followed by the model 
year, and made no mention of the nameplate, which was used to 
describe the trim package, standard and optional features that 
were included. The Cranbrook model name was however fea-
tured in contemporary sales brochures. 

The Plymouth Cranbrook, as a car, was conservatively styled, de-
signed to fit K.T. Keller's notion that cars be practical and allow 
drivers to sit upright while wearing a hat; it was sold at a time 
when competitors favored the low and sleek look. For 1953, the 
boxy shape was changed for straighter lines, with sleeker and 
more modern styling. The windshield went to a modern one-
piece unit; and the door handles pulled out instead of twisting. 
The glove box was moved to the center for easier access by the 
driver. The gas cap was moved to under the trunk lid, resulting in 
initial problems with gas spilling out of a full tank into the trunk; 
this problem was resolved with baffles in mid-1953. 

The three-window coupe and fastback sedan were dropped for 
1953; the former long and short wheelbase models were consoli-
dated with a common wheelbase of 114 inches (2,900 mm), only 
one inch shorter than those of Chevrolet and Ford (though con-
siderably less overhang than those competitors gave the Cran-
brook a "shorter" look.) Power increased marginally, to 100 hp 
(75 kW). 

The 1953 Plymouth Cranbrook was designated Series P-24-2 and 
the lower trim level Cambridge was the P-24-1. 

What was your first car? Please let me know so I can feature it in the newsletter! 

(These are not pictures of my car) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automobile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plymouth_(automobile)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plymouth_Deluxe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plymouth_Concord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plymouth_Concord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plymouth_Cambridge
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BLAST FROM THE PAST! 

From Southeast Shoptalk, May-June 1993 
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In the Kitchen…. 
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Technical tip... 
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From the Oklahoma City Flathead Times 



 14 

 
Early Ford V-8 Club of America Grand National 2023 
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Early Ford V-8 Club of America Grand National 2023 
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 Early Ford V-8 Club of America Grand National 2023 
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 Early Ford V-8 Club of America Grand National 2023 
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Volunteer V8 Club Members...mark this date on your calendar as a meet not to miss! The 

Battlefield AACA always puts on a well run and enjoyable car show! 
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