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What a great day we had at the Willis Johnson 
Collection followed by a wonderful celebratory 
pizza lunch (for the club’s 45th anniversary) at Yo-
gi’s Pizzeria afterwards. Thanks to those of you 
who attended and braved the terrible, rainy 
weather. There are lots of pictures of both events 
in this newsletter plus other articles I hope you 
will enjoy, too. Any comments and/or suggestions 
for future newsletters are welcome...Mickey 

Beware the Ides of  March!  

Happy St.  Patrick ’s Day  

Road testing the ‘47 Lincoln... 
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The Willis Johnson Collection, Franklin, Tennessee 

This is a fantastic collection of cars that some of us had visited in the past and was one of our 
“tour” destinations that we had as part of the 2022 Eastern National Meet in June, 2022. A 
lot  of our members, however, did not have the opportunity to visit then so we asked Mr. 
Johnson if we could bring a group today and he very graciously opened it to us. It is an awe-
some collection...about two hundred cars in this building alone (he has two others with many 
more cars that we didn’t get to see). It was a rainy, gloomy day but a good number of mem-
bers turned out and very much enjoyed this very special experience. A nice birthday present 
for our 45th Anniversary! 

Glenn Nabor’s drove 
in the rain! 

Saturday, February 25th, 2023 
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Saturday 

February 25th, 2023 

Willis  Johnson Collection 
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Pizza Party at Yogi’s Pizzeria 

To celebrate the 45th anniversary of the Volunteer V8 Ford Club as Regional Group #97 of the Early Ford V8 
Club of America, members of the club met at Yogi’s Pizzeria after our visit to the Willis Johnson Collection. It 
was a rainy day but the pizza was spectacular and it looked like everyone had a great lunch! 

Yogi’s Pizzeria 
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MEMBER CAR OF THE MONTH 
1947  Mercury Sedan Coupe 

Mickey Smith, Kingsport, TN 
“MISS HAZEL” 

 
 
Mickey, thank you for your interest in my Mercury 

Club Coupe; it is a very ‘late’ ’47.  According to 

Mercury Ed of the  V-8 Club before he passed, the 

engine was produced October 1947. 

 

Hazel Pickens Childress bought the car 

new.  According to her friends and relatives, Hazel 

was always perfectly dressed and always kept her 

car clean and garaged.  It has the original paint, 

glass, weather stripping, etc. 

 

In 2001, Hazel willed the Mercury to her niece.  I 

found out about the car and tried to buy it but 

couldn’t—the husband of the niece was going to get 

it running. It had been parked since August of 

1977.  According to the oil sticker in the door jam, 

it had 170 miles put on it since the last oil 

change.  It has 95,000 miles on it now. 

 

Fast forward to August 2021…I received a call 

from the niece’s son-in-law in Colorado, wanting 

to know if I was still interested in the car.  Of 

course I said yes.   

 

The car was still parked in the same spot in the 

garage where I first saw it.  It was never started or 

moved, and there were no keys.   

 

I bought the car and had it hauled to my garage.  I 

had a hard time getting a locksmith to make a 

key.  So while the car was  just sitting there, I de-

cided I could at least clean her up. 

 

After I washed her off, I hand rubbed the paint 

with a light  3M compound. I did a small section at 

a time—that took over three weeks.  Then I started 

on the bright work. 

 

Still no key.  

 

After 10 months of trying to get someone to get the 

car running, Mr. Lee Cooper of Kingsport agreed 
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to give it a shot.  He has 3 flathead engines on 

display in his living room—I figured I had the 

right man.   

 
He started on the car the last of June, 

2022.  He replaced the fuel tank and worked 
his way up.  In November 2022, Mr. Cooper 

drove the Mercury back to my shop, almost 

16 miles, with 50 year old bias ply tires.  
 

I am a small car dealer in Kingsport…not a 

very good one but I am a dealer.  I made a 
showroom out of an old Pizza  

Hut building.   I have other old cars inside.  If 

any of you are in the Kingsport, TN, area, I 
would be pleased to have you stop and visit - 

807 Lynn Garden Drive.   

 

Please call before you come since I work by 

myself and put a note on the door when I 

leave.  I don’t want to miss you! 
Office-423-230-0100 

Cell -423-677-5736 
 

Sincerely, I think, 
 

Mickey Smith 
 

 

PS.   I have never named a car—I always 

thought that was silly.  But after cleaning eve-
ry square inch of the car inside and out, I re-

alized what good care Hazel Pickens Chil-
dress took of that ’47 Mercury.  I  fell in love 

with that little lady and her car, so I have 

affectionally named this car ‘Miss Hazel.’ 
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Starting the interior on the ‘47 Lincoln… 

...a day at Speed & Design 

..stayed tuned for more later! 
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As George Jones said…”Together Again!” 

...The Zaft’s ‘37 Fordor Sedan 
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1937 Ford Fordor Sedan 
Scott and Karen Zaft, Nashville, TN 
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Hi Mickey, In the Jan 2023 issue of your magazine, Curtis Gibbs is advertising for a 
1933/1934 Ford Rear End. Somehow, I don't think that he is very familiar with these 2 
model Fords. The reason why I say this is because for these two years, there are two 
different lengths of the Tail Shaft. During the years 1932 to 1934, Ford offered buyers the 
choice of a 4 cylinder engine or a V8. 

 
Now, the 4 cylinder engine is longer overall than the V8, but because the radiator stood 
nearly vertical in 1932, they both used the same length Tail Shaft. However, that changed 
in 1933 when the radiator was slanted, thus restricting the movement of the fan. On this 
basis, the 4 cylinder engine had to be mounted further back in the chassis resulting in a 
shorter Tail Shaft than the V8 models. 

 
It is interesting  to note that an older fellow that I knew restored a 1934 Ford Roadster 
with the 4 cylinder engine. He did a great job and the car was super reliable, however, 
when he died,  his son inherited the car. His son didn't want a 4 cylinder engine, so bought 
himself a later model 24 stud V8 to fit into the car. Naturally, he mated the V8 up to a V8 
Transmission and to his surprise, this "big" V8 wouldn't fit unless he recessed the firewall. 
So that is what he did.  

 

I don't know how he overcame the problem of misaligned engine mounts 
on the chassis? Because of his ignorance, he ruined the Firewall of a beau-
tiful car. The simple solution would have been to chase up a rear end from 
a V8. Problem solved. 

 
Regards Trevor <>< 

WANTED! 

1933/1934 REAR END 

If you have a ‘33/’34 rear end for sale or 
know of someone who has one, please call 

Volunteer V-8 Ford Club member 

Curtis Gibbs 

615-390-4553 

Or email him at 

curtisagibbs@gmail.com 

Information about a “Wanted!” ad in the January 2023 newsletter... 

Fellow member Curtis Gibbs (’32 Ford) asked 
that the ad shown here be placed in The Jan-
uary, 2023, newsletter, which I did. I share 
the newsletter with Trevor Poulsen, an 
EFV8CA member in Australia, who wrote me 
back and included the information below. I 
sent this to Curtis for his information and he 
write me back saying, “I found this very in-
teresting. I wonder if other club members 
would find it interesting as well. You might 
want to include it in one of your news-
letters.” 

On the assumption that some of you might 
find this informative interesting, I am passing 
it along to all of you. 
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1934 Ford Sedan 
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 (Note: I am sorry to report that Jerry Vincentini passed away on February 8th, 2023. He was a member of Regional 

Group #43 in Omaha, Nebraska, and spent  the winter months at a home in Arizona.) 
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‘34 Fords at the 2022 Eastern National Meet 

‘34 Ford Tudor Sedan, Jim Brown, Valparaiso, IN 

‘34 Ford 5-Window Coupe, Dave Jensen, Bartlesville, OK 
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New England RG #005, January 2023 

The Crankshaft, Peach State RG# 124 



 16 San Diego Ford Fan, January 2023 
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Queensland, Australia UPDATE, February 2023 
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Blast from the Past 
Pictures from the 1998 EFV8CA Grand National Meet, Dearborn, MI 

(Left) Henry Ford Museum at Greenfield Village, (Right) Glenn Nabors, Nancy Nabors, Barbara 

Holton, Jane Helm and Bob Helm at Greenfield Village. 

(Left) Original Ford Motor Company at Greenfield Village; (Right) Fairlane, Henry Ford’s home 

in Dearborn, MI) 

(Left) Henry and Clara Ford’s bedroom at Fairlane; (Right) Edsel Ford’s home in Grosse Point, 

MI; (Insert: The “playhouse” Edsel built on his property for his children to play in! 
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The show field at the 1998 EFV8CA Grand National Meet in Dearborn, Michigan, on con-
course/judging day. That’s Danny and Sharon’s Driskell’s 1935 Ford 5 Window Coupe in the 
white circle being judged. If you look closely enough you can see Danny and Sharon sitting in 
chairs behind their car talking to someone. 

(Left) Mickey and Barbara Holton; (Right) Danny and Sharon Driskell talking with some fellow attendees. 

Danny and Sharon 

Driskell 
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Technical Tip... 

Indiana RG #056, HOOSIER VIEWS, February 2023 
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Early Ford Foundation Museum 

Auburn, Indiana 
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Early Ford FOUNDATION NEWS, Jan-Feb 2023 
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In the Kitchen… 

...a Potpourri of Culinary Delights! 
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$75 
I am paying my $75 registration fee by: 
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Professional 

Clock 

Repair 

 


