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WANTED! 
1939 Ford Standard Hood 

Call John Palmer 
615-406-2057 
Springfield, TN 

MESSAGE 

Hooray! Spring has finally arrived and that 
means it is time to start thinking about getting 
that old V8 out of moth balls and getting it 
cleaned, serviced and ready to rack up some 
serious driving time. I don’t know about you, 
but I am seriously tired of the cold weather 
we’ve been having and looking forward to 
much warmer temps...but not too hot! We 
look forward to having a busy Spring, Summer 
and Fall schedule of events and hope to be 
seeing many of you and your cars again. Enjoy 
this month’s issue of the newsletter. Contribu-
tions for future newsletters are encouraged! 

                     Best regards,  Mickey Holton 

Happy Easter ! 

New Members 

Ron Hope (Dianne)                                                Scott Caskey (Shelby)                        Kenny Polly (Maria) 

102 Century Oak Drive                  3393 Mahlon Moore Road               2210 Tidwell Switch Road 

Franklin, TN 37069                                          Spring Hill, TN 37174                    Dickson, TN  37055            
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Overheard...at the National Board Meeting 

By Ken Bounds, National Chief Judge 
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Member Car of the Month 

1941 Ford Opera Coupe 

Jim Bynum, Donelson, TN 

My 1941 Flathead V-8 Ford Journey  

This story is 53 years in the making even though on many 

occasions there was serious consideration, especially in 

the last 15 years, to sell my car, but I’ve held on through 

thick and thin, good times and bad. The journey started in 

the fall of 1970, my senior high school year in Chattanooga, 

TN. A family friend, Raymond Leonard, had two 1946 Ford 

coupes and being ‘old at birth’ according to Mom, I was in-

stantly in love. Mr. Leonard owned a business that sent 

him all around Hamilton County, Chattanooga, TN and sur-

rounding counties including north Georgia.  

One day in late winter 1971, Mr. Leonard called to say he 

had found my ‘old Ford’ in a junkyard just south of the 

Chickamauga Civil War Battlefield in Rock Spring, Georgia. 

It was a 1941 Ford Super Deluxe Opera (or Auxiliary Seat) 

Coupe. 

Dad and I drove down on a Saturday to look at my prize 

and found it was in less of a condition than I had hoped for 

but it seemed doable to a dreamer 17 years old. It had 

been repainted robin egg blue...how unfortunate! Old cars 

are a disease! When someone can only see how a junkyard 

or fence row vehicle can be fixed up instead of what it is, 

the disease is incurable! 

I told Mr. R.C Kay that I would take it; the price was $100 + 

$3 for GA sales tax. We came back the next Saturday to tow 

it home.   

My prize was sitting in the junkyard with four flat tires, a 

dented in roof where kids had been jumping on it and sur-

rounded by four other cars and numerous small trees. Mr. 

Kay pulled the cars away from the ‘41 Ford with a big 

McCormick tractor. The ’41s tires were aired up with a 

hand pump. Since the rear bumper was missing, a chain 

was wrapped around one of the bumper irons which 

promptly collapsed the curved bumper iron halves togeth-

er and slid off shooting back to the tractor.  A different grip 
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place was found for the chain around the rear axle. The 

tires scooted across the deep grass but when the car was 

clear of the small trees and other cars we could get 

around it. Dad jacked up each wheel and pounded the 

brake drums with a heavy hammer until the wheels 

would roll. After two hours for this exercise the ‘41 Ford 

would roll. Dad hooked his 1960 Chevy Kingswood wag-

on with a heavy chain fed through a 2 in pipe since the 

41’ Ford brakes didn’t work. All I had to do was steer my 

prize, the rest was up to Dad to start and stop slowly.  

We started the 26-mile trip home via the back roads so 

we could drive slowly. About 3 miles down the road one 

of the tires went flat and a light drizzle rain began. We 

pulled off at a country gas station and Dad repaired the 

tube leak. I could tell Dad was about out of patience. The 

rest of the trip went well not having any more flats or 

any police questions.  

A place was prepared for my prize in an large, old, chick-

en barn with a rough concrete floor and lights. The ‘41 

was backed into covered storage with room to work on 

it. I was ecstatic and told Dad I was going to drive it to 

college in the fall, Oh, the dreams of the uninformed! 

Dad laughed for years. Work on the ‘41 started immedi-

ately. The radiator, carburetor, rear bumper, radio, heat-

er, starter, and generator were missing at the junkyard.   

The fenders, hood, trunk lid, doors, and all the attaching 

parts were removed and sandblasted using a small vacu-

um pot blaster and primed. This took many hours most-

ly in the hot sun waiting for the compressor to build up 

plus recovering and sifting sand. The engine was re-

moved and disassembly began in the large basement of 

our house. The whole engine was locked up and the pis-

tons had to be driven out of the block with a block of 

wood and large hammer after soaking in penetrating oil 

for a week. The engine had already been bored .060+, so 

it became scrap. During a trip to visit my grandmother 

in Murfreesboro, TN, Dad and I visited a junkyard on 

Halls Hill Pike.  Old Fords were stacked on top of each 

other as much a 3 cars high. Any car was for sale for 

$100 or $200 if it would run or any part off of a non-

running car.  We filled up Dad’s 1969 Chevy wagon with 
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running boards, bumpers, and numerous other parts for 

$42….Jackpot!  

It was time to go to college so the work stopped for 

about 5 years. While at college, Dad’s cows ate the cotton 

batting completely clean off all the seats reaching 

through one of the windows in the chicken coup where 

the seats had been removed and were sitting. Without 

going into that college journey, work resumed after two 

unrealized majors and having returned home with an 

Airframe & Powerplant Mechanics license in March of 

1977. A pressure pot sandblaster was purchased and a 

Sulair diesel powered compressor (100 cu. ft./min. 

@150 psi) was rented for a week. The frame was blasted, 

primed and painted, then the same for all the attaching 

chassis parts. The chassis became a rolling chassis but 

without the flathead or body. 

In 1980, my first home was purchased and the ’41 Ford 

chassis was moved to the garage. The chassis was with-

out an engine so an overhauled engine was purchased 

and placed into the frame. Sometime later during re-

placement of the oil pan gasket the piston rings were dis-

covered in the oil pan, scammed…engine #2 scrapped. 

Chassis work continued by hand forming stainless steel 

double flared brake and fuel lines.   

In 1982 another move was made in job and location to a 

rental house in Tullahoma, TN. My dad and brother 

moved the chassis and body to Tullahoma where it was 

at least in a tiny, detached, open front garage. In 1983 a 

house was purchased in Manchester, TN and the ‘41 Ford 

was moved to a dry, closed, garage. It was about this 

time Everett’s Body Shop in McMinnville, TN, was found 

to sandblast, prime, and paint the body, and then paint 

the fenders, doors, hood, and trunk lid. It was a great 

paint job with materials and parts available in 1984. 

About this time a used 8AB flathead engine was found at 

a reasonable price which was determined to be good 

enough for overhaul. It was overhauled by a racecar en-

gine guy, Gary Clower, with all stock parts. The body was 

completed before the engine arrived and the before the 

steering column was installed. Therefore it was relative-

Jim’s “cleaned up” ‘41 Ford 
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ly easy for 6 guys to carry the body and sit it on the frame.  The 41’ Ford was finally beginning to look 

like a car.  

In 1986 another move was made to a field management position with the same company and the  ‘41 

Ford was moved again, this time to Greenville, SC, into the garage of yet another home. Meetings sent 

me to Nashville, TN, monthly and allowed be to pick up the hood, fenders, doors, and trunk lid as they 

were completed by the painter in McMinnville, TN. All aforementioned parts were installed and the car 

began looking whole. Now work started on the windows which were installed new with original Ford 

etching by Sanders Reproduction Glass in Hillsboro, OR, except the rear oval window which is original 

to the car.  

In 1992 another job was started, this time in Nashville, TN. I moved to a new house in 1993 with the ‘41 

Ford into a two-car garage. Lots of progress was made here. The brakes were completely bled with sili-

cone brake fluid. The dash clock was repaired by Ken Brown in Monteagle, TN. The radio was repaired 

by Bill Russell in Sewanee, TN. A new wiring harness was installed, a used radiator was purchased, and 

the engine was started. It was about this time I found out these old Fords had a positive ground. It runs 

better with a positive ground! During the move to Nashville, there was damage to the ’41 Ford paint job. 

The movers insurance company settled for a reasonable amount but the paint had not been repaired. A 

repair and paint person was hard to find. Finally, Paul Herman of Gallatin, TN was located. I removed 

the doors, hood, trunk lid, fenders, steering wheel and windows. Paul sanded and repainted the car af-

ter repairing several items. There were numerous small repairs but also included a new reproduction 

tail pan and removing about 25 lbs. of lead from the trunk lid which he did by working the metal and 

using only about 1 tablespoon of filler.  

When the ’41 paint and body work were completed, I installed the freshly painted fenders, doors, hood, 

trunk lid, and steering wheel. A used dashboard with instruments was purchased and the woodgrain 

paint was redone by Don Cornell in Clarksville, GA.  An original hot water heater kit was purchased 

from Larry Chapman in Northridge, CA. New running boards and covers were purchased and installed. 

A new, complete LeBaron-Bonney interior was purchased but has not been installed yet. The shocks 

were overhauled by Antique Ford Parts in Union, CT. About this time the ‘41 Ford was titled, registered 

and driven in the neighborhood. Not long after this progress, in 2008, I remarried and in the fall of 2009 

we moved to our home in Donelson, a suburb of Nashville, TN. The house was a foreclosure and pretty 

torn up. Repairing and updating this home has taken several years. The ’41 Ford is in a closed, heated 

and cooled garage but it has been neglected with little progress.   

Since 2001 I have been a member of the Early V8 Ford Club of America and since 2019 a member of the 

Volunteer Regional Group #97. The group is pretty amazing and diverse with many cars, regular meet-

ings and tours. This group celebrated its 45th Anniversary this year and its leadership and membership 

has inspired me to ‘keep going’ and ‘get going’ to get this 1941 Ford back in drivable condition. With 

Danny Driskell and Mickey Holton as mentors it’s starting the final stages of completion.  

Please wish me luck and there should be updates coming in the near future. 

Jim Bynum  

(Editor’s note: This article has been submitted to the V8 TIMES and will appear in a future issue) 
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1941 FORD– BIGGER AND MORE POWERFUL 

The fully redesigned, full-sized 1941 Fords arrived against the 
backdrop of an expanding World War. The 194.3-inch-long Su-
per Deluxe was wider and longer than its predecessors, and it 
was powered by a bigger engine. 

STYLING 

The 1941 Ford Super Deluxe came in a variety of configurations 
including a two-door coupe, two-door convertible, a two-door se-
dan and a four-door-sedan. Ford also offered the Super Deluxe 
as a station wagon and a two-door pickup. The two-door convertible is distinctive in that it has no 
rear side windows. The following year, windows were added so rear-seat occupants could actually 
look outside. There were three different power mechanisms used to operate the convertible top: 
electric screw, hydraulic and vacuum. 

The updated Ford designs of 1941 enjoyed a short-lived debut, as civilian production was suspend-
ed early in February, 1942. The Super Deluxe would not be produced for civilian purposes again un-
til 1946, although Ford continue to build them as military staff cars. These were typically blacked-out 
vehicles that conserved chrome, a rationed war material. 

Ford’s designers came up with a novel approach to front fender damage by dividing it into three 
parts. The idea was that a less expensive single piece could be replaced in the event of an untimely 
collision with a light pole or similar obstruction. However, a two-piece fender arrived mid-way 
through the model year. 

PERFORMANCE 

For the first time since 1906, Ford went with a six-cylinder engine to power a vehicle. The 226 CID L
-head straight-six generated a maximum of 90 horsepower, and it was used in the Special. The en-
gine powered the Super Deluxe. It was also rated at 90 horsepower. Ford’s larger 95-horsepower, 
239 CID flathead V8 was reserved for the Mercury brand until 1946. The brakes on the Super 
Deluxe were among the best offered on any car of its era. 

FEATURES 

The 1941 Ford Super Deluxe employed a precursor to today’s smart 
keys for ignition. The so-called key operated a bolt lock that secured 
the steering column when the car was not in use. Use of the key also 
unlocked the ignition switch. The driver started the car by simply 
pushing a button on the dashboard. The electric starter was supple-
mented by a manual starting option to counter the possibility of a 
dead battery. The wheel-lug wrench served as the handle, and cou-
pling pins were inserted through a hole in the grille to engage a sock-
et on the front of the crankshaft. The wrench-turned-handle was 
simply twisted to start the engine. 

The re-designed 1941 Ford full-sized cars ushered in a new era in American automotive design. The 

Super Deluxe was produced until the next generation of larger Fords arrived in 1949. At auction, a 

fully restored 1941 Ford Super Deluxe will often bring in $20,000 or more. Convertibles and station 

wagons often command the highest premiums. 

https://www.conceptcarz.com/vehicle/default.aspx?carID=10931&i=8
https://www.conceptcarz.com/vehicle/default.aspx?carID=10931&i=8
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Dear Volunteer V8 Club Members, I want to remind you all about membership expiration dates in the national Early 
Ford V8 Club of America and the Volunteer V8 Ford Club...they are different! Membership expiration in the EFV8CA  
depends on the month and year you join. Membership the Volunteer Ford Club always expires at the end of December 
each year (all dues for 2023 are paid!). Your membership in the EFV8CA is noted on the insert that comes with each 
issue of the V8 TIMES (see #1 below). I have checked each member of the Volunteer Club and have sent emails to those 
that have expired and need to be renewed. PLEASE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP IN THE EFV8CA AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
AS THIS IS REQUIRED FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE REGIONAL GROUP! This is for insurance purposes. I checked each 
member recently and sent emails to those whose membership in the EFV8CA has expired and will continue to do so 
in the coming months. Please go to www.earlyfordv8.org/ and click on membership to renew. Please let me know if 
you have any questions….615-815-9203 or flatheadv897@gmail.com. 



 10 Gold Country Flyer, Reg. Grp. #130, March 2023 
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 12 Hoosier Views, Reg. Grp. #56, March 2023 
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The Headliner, Reg. Grp. #20, March 2023 
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The Headliner, Reg. Grp. #20, March 2023 



 15 Hoosier Views, Reg. Grp. #56, March 2023 
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In the Kitchen… 

Springtime...time for seafood! 

Crab Casserole 

Bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes 
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Blast from the Past! 

...old photos from the 90s 

While rummaging through some old pictures recently, I came across this picture taken at a 

gathering in the early 90s at Danny and Sharon Driskell’s garage. We had special visitors 

then...Howard and Barbara Simpson (and Honey the Dachshund) from Julian, CA, and Leland 

and Connie Cook and their daughter, Amy, from Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Kneeling at left is 

Danny Driskell and Mike Driskell and in front is Leland Cook, Amy Cook, and Connie Cook. Sec-

ond row from left are Glenn Nabors, Howard Simpson, Barbara Simpson (holding Honey), Bar-

bara Holton, Michael Rhea (holding daughter), Elizabeth Rhea, and Paul Jones. Back row, from 

left, are Unknown, Lanny McGowan and Mrs. McGowan, C.V. Collins, unknown, Pat Wilkes, 

Curtis Wilkes and Mrs. Jones. 
                                Continued on next page... 
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‘Sharon Driskell showing off her 

delicious American flag cake at a 

July 4th party prior to the 1995 

Central National Meet in Nashville 

 

Glenn Nabors, Nancy Nabors (on run-

ning board), Sharon Driskell and Dan-

ny Driskell with Glenn and Nancy’s 

1934 Ford Pickup at the Jack Daniels 

Barbeque Cookoff in Shelbyville, TN, 

in 1993 

Glenn Nabors wearing his  

1942 Ford T-shirt...Henry Ford Estate, 
Fairlane...during a cookout 

and pool party at his home in   

Madison, Tennessee 

 

Rest stop on Monteagle Mountain on 

I-24 on the way to the 1997 Eastern 

National Meet in Atlanta, Georgia 
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SEE NEXT PAGE FOR 

REGISTRATION FORM 
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 21 Hoosier Views, Reg. Grp #56, March 2023 
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LOCAL CAR SHOWS, CRUISE-INS, ETC.—APRIL 2023 
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Courtesy Memory Lane Cruisers: http://www.memorylanecruisers.net/ 
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Expert 

Clock Repair! 


