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MESSAGE 

Today, Saturday, May 27th, we enjoyed a 
great tour and visit to the farm and garage 
of Kenny and Maria Polly (pages 2 thru 5) 
with over 40 club members and friends in 
attendance. If you weren’t able to go, you 
missed a treat! 

Plans are in the works for another inter-
esting tour in July. I don’t think you’ll want 
to miss it! 

June will see the 2023 EFV8CA Grand Na-
tional in Dearborn, MI. 

                                            Regards, Mickey 

June 18th, 2023 See pages 12-14 f for the latest update on Jim Bynum’s ‘41 Coupe 
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Visit to the Polly  Farm and Garage 
Bon Aqua, TN 
May 27, 2023 

A group of Volunteer V8 Ford Club members met in Brentwood, TN, on a warm Spring morning for a nice, 
leisurely Saturday tour. Other members who weren’t able to meet for the drive were heading straight to 
our destination...the farm and garage of club members Kenny and Maria Polly in Bon Agua, TN...and 
looked forward to a great meal and fellowship and a lot of talk about our Early Ford V8s. It was a great 
day and following here are a few pictures to prove it. 
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ON THE ROAD AGAIN! 
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Welcome to the Polly Farm and Garage! 
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Our host...Kenny Polly 

A special “THANK YOU!” 

to Ken’s lovely wife,  

MARIA POLLY 

for the WONDERFUL 

food! 
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Kenny’s 1919 Chevrolet Truck 

1951 Packard 

Took my Chevy to the levy! 

Last trip with it...sold it! 

Steve Jordan’s 1950 Pickup 
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MEMBER CAR OF THE MONTH 

1936 Ford Cabriolet 

Cameron and Heather Ahler, Franklin, Tennessee 

“Jessica”...Cameron Ahler’s 1936 Ford Cabriolet 

By Cameron Ahler  

Back in California in 1963, my grandparents were 
looking for a car their family with four daughters 
could enjoy as their “fun car”. My grandmother 
had a special affection for 1936 Fords and wanted 
one. My Aunt Barbara remembers that they had a 
coin bank that they put their coins into to save up 
for one. She recalls that they paid $800 for Jessica.  

My mom recently asked her sisters about memo-
ries:  

Aunt Tori: “It was the car I drove my senior year in 
high school. It certainty got me some attention!....I 
think we drove it in a parade at Ventura High 
School at a football game and I know Dad drove it 
in some parades and probably a car show or two.”  

Aunt Barbara: “We were really proud to have a car 
like that and got to be in parades, shows, etc.…
Cute boys would stare as we drove by. Ha-ha!”  

Mom: “I remember specifically driving up Seaward 
with friends in the rumble seat, feeling special to 
be driving and being seen in this cool car. We all 
felt blessed in that way. And after school, it 
warmed my heart to see her (yellow then) in the 
senior parking lot waiting to drive me home. An-
other memory is leaving the house in a huff after a 
disagreement with Mom and heading in Jessica on 
the freeway to Santa Paula to my boyfriend’s 
house. Jessica broke down on the freeway and I 
had to walk home with my tail between my legs. 
Dad and Mom graciously told me soon after that 
they would buy me a reliable car for graduation.  
Driving a shift was fun and not difficult once I got 
the rhythm and precise movement down. There 
was a sense of cooperation between car and driver 
that I liked.”  

As a child, I would get to visit my grandparents in 
the summer. My grandfather had a couple of Cess-
nas in an airplane hanger, and there “Jessica” 
would sit. Every now and then on a nice day, my 
grandfather would let us pile in, and drive the car 
around the airport to look at airplanes and go eat 
lunch. I was always enamored with the style and 

Cameron’s grandfather with “Jessica” 

Arriving in Nashville 
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fun that the car brought as we felt the sun on our faces.  

I remember one summer my stepfather tried to convince my 
grandfather that the car was just sitting, and that he would 
love to buy it and turn it into a beautiful hot rod. I believe my 
grandfather’s response to having it chopped was something to 
the effect of “over my dead body”. As a result, Jessica sat in 
the hanger as just another project to be done, with just 
enough maintenance to turn it over and drive around the 
block.  

In 2017, my grandfather passed away. I had asked my family if 
I could buy it, and there was some initial hesitation. After the 
sisters discussed it, they decided that they would rather sell it 
to me for a good deal, rather than to someone who would do 
whatever they wanted. I was able to purchase Jessica for 
$8,000, under the condition that 1. I wouldn’t turn it into a hot 
rod, and 2. I wouldn’t sell it any time soon.  

The COVID project. 

I finally got it shipped to Nashville in August of 2021. Pulling it 
into the driveway, it barely started, the brakes were non-
existent, and the paint was in bad shape. Jessica came with a 
59AB engine, rusted out dual exhaust, chrome dash, hydraulic 
brakes and turn signals. Very little of it worked at the time, and 
I even needed the kids to help push it into the driveway.  

Having very little car knowledge, let alone on something 85-
years-old, I started looking online for someone or someplace I 
could get some assistance. After finding an online forum on 
Facebook, I was introduced to the Driskell's...Danny, Sharon 
and Mike. Danny did what Danny does, and immediately 
brought my car and me to the Volunteer V8 Ford Club and Ear-
ly Ford V8 Club of America fold.  

We would work on it one weeknight, and then for about 5 
hours every Saturday to take this thing apart and put it back 
together. We started with replacing the brakes, tires and 
wheels, then replaced the gas tank and sending unit. The radi-
ator was “boiled” twice, and the engine block was pressure 

washed inside and out. We 
replaced the bumper, grill, 
heads, carburetor, wiring 
and flooring. We took the 
dash and interior back to 
original styling and color. 
Along the way we would 
find “creative engineering” 
that previous mechanics 
had performed over the 
years. Often, I’d take my 
daughter to Danny’s gar-
age, where she would hang 
out and watch as Danny, 

Before and after pictures! 
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Mickey Holton, myself and countless others came by to work on 
her one piece at a time. I’d take my daughter, Vivienne, my 
neighbor Kenneth or other members of my family over to help at 
times. We even made it a family event to touch up the body paint 
by hand. When they say, “it takes a village,’ that’s exactly what 
happened along the way.  

Those 10 months were great; I met a whole new community of 
good people, with a passion to learn and teach about a period 
that was. It was such a blessing to have this project in the middle 
of the pandemic, and to be able to work on something that felt 
personally meaningful to me and my family.  

After 10 months, Jessica had graduated and was able to fully 
come home. I was fortunate to be able to drive her to the 2022 
Eastern National Meet here in Franklin, Tennessee, in June and 
have my mom come out to the event to drive with me, experi-
ence the action, and tell her childhood stories that came with the 
car. It was entered in the Open car division, where it took first 
place in the Touring  Class. 

 I still have some projects to complete (convertible top, tail pan, 
rear fender, a clock, and perhaps a new rear end), but she’s be-
come a staple for the family to take on ice cream trips or a drive 
around town. My children and the neighborhood kids LOVE going 
along on a nice day.  

Danny Driskell and Kenny Polly steam cleaning the engine 

The Family Event 

Cameron’s mom, wife 
Heather and daughter 

Vivienne touching up the 
paint. 

 

Out of the garage and  

ready to roll! 

Cameron and Vivienne take 

“Jessica” on a test drive 

“Jessica” at the 2022 Eastern 

National Meet 
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The Specs of a 1936 Ford  
BY ROB WAGNER  

 

The Ford Motor Company produced only two models for 
1936: the 48 and 68 Series. Both cars were carryovers 
from 1935 with the same basic body styling, but with 
modest upgrades. Both models featured numerous body 
styles and sold well despite Ford falling behind Chevro-
let in overall sales. The Fords came in standard and 
deluxe trim levels.  

Model 48 

The 1936 Ford Model 48 came in a cabriolet, convertible 
sedan, three-window coupe, five-window coupe, deluxe five-window coupe, deluxe Fordor 
sedan, deluxe sedan, deluxe Tudor sedan, Fordor sedan, Phaeton, roadster, station wagon, 
touring sedan and Tudor sedan. The Model 48 was not as popular as the Model 68. The 48’s 

best-selling model was the touring sedan with 1,362 units sold. The cabriolets num-
bered 1,116.  

Model 68 

Ford offered the immensely popular Model 68 as a 
cabriolet, club cabriolet, convertible sedan, five-
window coupe, five-window deluxe coupe, three-
window deluxe coupe, deluxe Fordor, deluxe Phae-
ton, deluxe roadster, deluxe sedan, deluxe Tudor, 
Fordor sedan, touring Fordor sedan, two- and four-
door sedans with trunk, station wagon, Tudor se-
dan and touring Tudor sedan. Top sellers were the 
Tudor sedan with 174,470 units sold and the sedan 
with a trunk following in second with 166,018 leav-
ing the showroom. Ford also sold 159,825 touring 

Fordor sedans. In all, Ford sold manufactured 792,000 Model 48s and Model 68s.  

Engine 

Ford offered only one engine. A 221-cubic-inch flat-head V-8 powered both models. It had a 
3.1-inch bore, a 3.75-inch stroke and a 6.3-to-1 compression ratio to generate 90 horsepower 
for the Model 48 and 85 horsepower for the Model 68. A Stromberg dual downdraft carbure-
tor delivered the fuel to the engine. A three-speed manual transmission transmitted the pow-
er to the wheels. The final rear gear ratio of the spiral bevel differential was 4.11-to-1.  
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Dimensions 

Both 1936 models sat on a 112-inch wheelbase with a 55.5-inch front tread width and 58.25-
inch rear tread width. The models measured 182.7 inches long and 69.5 inches wide. The fuel 
tank held 14 gallons.  

Chassis 

Front and rear suspension consisted of transverse leaf springs with a worm and sector steer-
ing gear mechanism. Stopping power came from all-wheel mechanical internal expanding 12-
inch drum brakes. Ford moved the engine closer to the nose by 8.5 inches and made the body 
5.5 inches wider. It also repositioned the front springs forward of the front axle and moved 
the rear springs behind the rear axle for better weight distribution.  

Exterior Colors 

Ford offered its 1936 models in Gun Metal Gray, Washington Blue, Gray Vineyard Green, Ben-
ton Gray Metallic, Cordoba Tan, Desert Sand, Light Fast Maroon, Bambalino Blue and Armory 
Green  

Features 

The 1936 models featured leather interiors, a Steward Warner gasoline heater, a clock en-
sconced in the rearview mirror and a radio. Ford hid the dual horns in 1936 and added bright 
work around the headlamps and grille. The model year 1936 proved to be the last year of the 
freestanding headlamps.  

 

 

 

 

Cameron Ahler’s ‘36 Cabriolet on the concourse at the 2022 Eastern National Meet 
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Jim Bynum's ‘41 Ford Coupe… 

The restoration begins...again! 

(Hey...it only started 53 years ago!) 

Out of Jim’s garage for the first 

time in 14 years! 

Loaded on the trailer and ready to go. 

In its temporary home, ready for restoration! 

(Above) Job #1...brakes! (Below) Cleaning the undercarriage; new gas tank; parts 
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Update on Rick Mattson’s ‘37 Phaeton 

Rick and wife Susan had their ‘37 Phaeton out for a spin and wound up at the 
AACA Cars and Coffee at Christ Community Church, Franklin, TN, on May 6th 
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Columbia Overdrive, Columbia River RG #10, March 2023 
The picture above is from my wife’s family. 
It shows her grandparents in a Model T 
somewhere in Chicago in the mid-20s. 
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VINTAGE  CAR REVIEW 

From the March 2000 issue of Car & Parts 

(Thanks to Steve Jordan) 
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Technical Talk 
The Ford Flathead engine reigned supreme for 21 years. It went through many changes and improvements 

over that range of years but, finally, Ford had to face the fact that it was outdated and that Ford needed a 

new engine if it was going to compete for buyers. What replaced the flathead?... 

THE FORD Y BLOCK V8 engine 
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RUMBLES NEWESLETTER, Victoria, B.C. RG. #109 
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Blast from the Past! 

...Downtown Memphis in 1951 

Main Street, Memphis, TN, 1951..Thois was the cover of The City Magazine of Memphis, 

April 2019, a special edition about Memphis at 200 years. Steve Jordan sent this to me and 

made the remark, “All Fords and Chevrolets! That tells you right there.” 



 26 Long Island RG # 21, May 2023 
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In the Kitchen... 
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LOCAL CAR SHOWS 

June 3rd: Lafayette, TN - Lafayette Merchants Car Show on the Square on public square. Times: 2:00pm - 5:00pm. Entry fee 

$15.00. TOP 25 receive plaques and awards for the following categories. Historical Society's Choice / Mayor's Choice / Best of 

Show / Best Bike / Best Rat Rod / Most Unique / Best Jeep and the "Because Billy Thinks It's Cool" Award. Proceeds will go to Lafa-

yette Lion's Club. For more information, call Philip Smith 615-572-4422.   

June 3rd: White Bluff, TN - Jimmy B & Fast Freddie's Cruise-In at C&H Farms, 1075 Leatherwood Road, White Bluff, TN. Gates 

open at 8:00am, Judging at Noon, Trophies awarded at 2:00pm. Door prizes given out throughout the day and $5,000 in cash prizes 
for winners. Donations Accepted!!! All proceeds go to AL Menah Shriners.   

  June 3rd: Winchester, TN - Tims Ford Region AACA 54th Annual Car Show, held at North Middle School 2990 Decherd Blvd (Hwy 
41A) Winchester TN, registration 8:00am - 12:00pm, awards by 3:00pm, $15 entry, $10 second car, original, restored and modified 
all welcome, dash plaques, door prizes, 50/50 drawing, music, food vendors provided, free flea market space for automotive relat-
ed items, other spaces $25. Rain date June 10th. Tophies for TOP 25 plus Specialty Awards & Best Club participation $50.00. For 
more information, call Archie Hunt 931-315-9309 or Robert Morris 931-607-9579 or Tommy Hulvey 931-808-4308.  

June 3rd: Lyles, TN - 12th Annual Antique Car Show at Wrigley Baptist Church, 7585 Wrigley Road, Lyles, TN. Entry Fee by DONA-

TION!!!! All donations are tax deductible. Registration: 8:00am - 2:00pm, Judging starts at 1:30pm. Awards:  TOP 50 plus Best of 
Show. Come join our Day of Fun!! Hamburgers, Hot Dogs & Drinks. Inside eating area.  Rain or Shine!!!  For more information, call 
William or Eileen King 815-337-6008 or 931-623-9035.  

June 3rd: Cookeville, TN - Pistons Car Show at Putnam County Sports Complex, 401 Whiteaker Springs Road, Cookeville, TN. Reg-

istration: 10:00am - Noon, Awards at 2:00pm. Entry fee $15.00. Dash plaques, TOP 25 Awards, Food & Music, Door prizes, 50/50 
Drawing, Raffle Items, Kid's Car Show (bring you powerwheels & pedal cars). For more information, call 931-261-0476.  

June 9-10th: Lebanon, TN - 9th Annual Spring Redneck Rumble at the Farm Bureau Expo, 945 E. Baddour Pkwy. Times: 10:00am - 

7:00pm. New and used car parts, motorcycle parts, auto memorabilia, oil and signs, vintage toys and collectibles. Pre '68 Rods, 
Customs, Rats, Bikes & Swap meet. Passes $15.00 / Show Entry $25.00, includes Driver pass. For more information, call Tommy 
Williams 615-364-1828.   

June 10th: LaVergne, TN:  Join us at Streetside Classics for our 2023 SPRING CHARITY CAR SHOW at our showroom located at 
6000 Reliance Drive in LaVergne, TN 37086.  All year, make, and model cars and trucks are welcome! Registration: $20.00 per vehi-
cle. Registration is on-site from 9:00am till noon.  Top 10 People's Choice (voting by the entrants) and Best of Show plus specialty 
awards (Best Engine, Best Interior, Best Paint, Ladies Choice, First Responder Favorite, Streetside Classics Top Pick and Proverbs 
12:10 Favorite) awarded by 1 pm. The custom trophies were made by renowned "car parts artist" David Baker.  100% of the show 
proceeds benefit Proverbs 12:10 Animal Rescue.  Receive a raffle ticket for a chance to win great prizes for each can of dog or cat 
food donated at the show for Proverbs 12:10, whose mission is 'Helping His Helpless' through quality care and healing, adoptions, 
and population control awareness.  General admission and parking are FREE for spectators!  Come out for great family fun and 
browse 200 classic cars in Streetside's 50,000 sq. ft. indoor showroom.  The day will also include refreshments, food vendors, and a 
live DJ.   Rain or shine with plenty of paved parking.  Show produced in part by the Music City AACA (Antique Automobile Club of 
America).  For more information, please call Streetside Classics at 615-930-0600 or send an email 

to events@streetsideclassics.com  

June 10th: Ashland City, TN - CMBC Car Show by Community Missionary Baptist Church at 1305 Cagle Road, Ashland City, TN. 

Registration: 10:00am, Judging Noon - 2:00pm, Awards at 3:00pm. Rain Date June 24th. Award Categories include: Pastor's 
Choice / Ladies Choice / Best Ford / Best Chevrolet / Best Mopar / Best Motorcycle / Best Truck / Best of Show / Best Rat Rod / 
Best Lawnmower & TOP 20 Dash plaque. For more information, call 615-557-5312 or email: yourcommunitychurch@comcast.net     

June 10th: Morrison, TN - Warren Arts presents The King of Rock & Roll Car Show at Warren Arts, 5482 Manchester Hwy, Morri-

son, TN. Registration: 8:00am - 10:00am, Judging  - 10:00am - 1:30pm. Entry fee $20.00 at the gate, $15.00 if pre-registered by 
May 31st    REGISTER    Welcome all cars, trucks, motorcycles.   

   June 17th: Nashville, TN - Cruise-In to the Mansion 3130 McGavock Pike. Presented in partnership with Music City Mustang 

Club. FREE to attend. Open to all types of vehicles. Food Trucks, Family / Pet friendly, Shaded venue, Mansion tours Adults $10.00 / 
Kids $5.00. Door prize drawings & 50% tour discount for all participants. Donations will be accepted for the MTSU Scholarship 
Fund.  

June 17th: Ashland City, TN - Brighten a Fathers Day Cruise-In at Vantage Pointe Village, 2035 Vantage Pointe Road, Ashland City, 

TN. Times: 11:00am - 1:00pm. All Cars and Motorcycles welcome!  Come join us. For more information, 615-246-0000.     FLYER   

mailto:events@streetsideclassics.com
mailto:yourcommunitychurch@comcast.net
http://www.warrenartstn.com/
http://www.memorylanecruisers.net/2023%20Flyers/June%2017%20fathers%20day%20cruise%20ashland%20city.jpg


 29 

June 17th: Winchester, TN - 3rd Annual Children's Miracle Network Car, Truck & Motorcycle Show at 839 Dinah Shore Blvd Old 

Franklin County High School Football Field. Registration: $15.00 for 1st vehicle / $10.00 for 2nd vehicle. Dash plaques for 1st 50 
entrants. Trophy list includes: 8 Rodders  Store Manager's Choice (car & truck) / 2 Walmart Associates Choice / Daylight/Dark (most 
unique) / Hwy 64 (longest drive) / 2 People's Choice / 2 Kids Choice / 2 Motorcycle Choice / Vendors Choice. For more information, 
call Pam Dudley 931-691-4604.  

June 17th: Ashland City, TN - CMBC Car Show by Community Missionary Baptist Church at 1305 Cagle Road, Ashland City, TN. 

Registration: 10:00am, Judging Noon - 2:00pm, Awards at 3:00pm. Rain Date June 24th. Award Categories include: Pastor's Choice / 
Ladies Choice / Best Ford / Best Chevrolet / Best Mopar / Best Motorcycle / Best Truck / Best of Show / Best Rat Rod / Best 
Lawnmower & TOP 20 Dash plaque. For more information, call 615-557-5312 or email: yourcommunitychurch@comcast.net  

June 17th: Clarksville, TN - 22nd Annual Muscle Car Mayhem Vintage Auction at 247 Needmore Road, Clarksville, TN. Open to the 

public - Spectators Welcome - Admission $10.00. For more information, call George Eber 615-496-2277.      WEBSITE   

June 17th: Tullahoma, TN - Southern Wheels N Motion Annual Cruise-In at Waggoner Park, 1300 East Carroll Street (Hwy 55), 

Tullahoma, TN. Times: 9:00am - 1:00pm, Door Prizes, Dash Plaques, 50/50 Drawing, Swap Meet, Cake Walk, Silent Auction, Food 
Vendors, Music by Good Times Sounds.  For more information, contact Brian Myers 931-581-4775 or James Myers 931-808-
7482.      FLYER  

June 24th: Smyrna, TN - Darren's Heart In Motion Car and Bike Show at SRM Concrete Headquarters, 1000 Hollingshead Circle, 

Smyrna, TN. Registration: 8:00am - 10:00am, Judging 11:00am - Noon, Awards at 1:00pm. Entry fee $20.00. Door Prizes, Giveaways, 
50/50 drawing and 1st 50 entries will receive a commemorative dash plaque. Awards include: TOP 40 (Judged by experienced per-
sonnel), People's Choice & Darren's Choice. Donations can be made on our      WEBSITE       FLYER  

June 24th: Lebanon, TN - Classic Car Show by Wilson United Soccer Club will be at Vulcan Soccer Complex, 806 Castle Heights Ave-

nue. Times: 10:00am - 2:00pm, Entry fee $25.00. Open to all models and years. You may register your car on 
their      WEBSITE          FLYER  

June 25th: Clarksville, TN - Stance Down Low Tuner Fest coming to Clarksville Speedway. Car Show with the coolest cars / Drift-

ing / Music Competition /+More. Times: 2:00pm - 10:00pm. Giveaways, Awards, Food and more.  Get your tickets 
>>>>>> WEBSITE           FLYER  

Long Island RG # 21, May 2023 

mailto:yourcommunitychurch@comcast.net
http://www.southernclassicauctions.com/
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https://e.sparxo.com/Clarksville-tuner-fest?fbclid=IwAR3NqgQdlY-vFB_Ychsi6q8Fv0qe_ggUUQd5Hyt0kZLqE4dUy4Pw6jOAnrA
http://www.memorylanecruisers.net/2023%20Flyers/June%2023%20stance%20down%20low%20clarksville.jpg
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Expert 

Clock Repair! 


