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MESSAGE 

Today, June 21st, is the official first day of summer 
and the beginning of many old car related activi-
ties. I hope you will be taking part in some of the 
fun. Danny and Sharon Driskell and I returned this 
past weekend from the 60th Anniversary Grand 
National Meet in Dearborn, MI. It was a good 
meet made even better by the fact that my ‘48 
Ford Sedan Coupe earned its second Dearborn 
Medallion. There were many very nice cars at he 
meet and, of course many, many old friends, a lot 
of whom attended our meet last year in Franklin 
and had some very complimentary things to say 
about it. 

Mark Saturday, July 7th, on your calendar as a 
very special club tour is in the planning stages. 

                                         Regards, Mickey Holton 

This car (right), a 
1938 Ford, was 
driven over 2700 
miles from Califor-
nia to attend the 
2023 60th Anni-
versary Grand 
National Meet! 
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MEMBER CAR OF THE MONTH 
1948 Ford Convertible 

Chris and Rhonda Roush 

Woodlawn , TN 

 

Please forgive me if this seems like a family story of my dad, but the two stories are so in-
tertwined that the lines can become a little blurred. You see, my dad graduated from Hills-
boro High School, in Ohio, in 1955. He had been saving, literally, all of his life for college and 
now he needed a way to get there. He found a Barcelona Blue, 1948 Ford Super Deluxe Con-
vertible for $250, the going rate for a good used car at that time. As it turned out, the car 
wasn’t as good as it appeared; in addition to the obvious bent rear bumper and broken 
trunk handle, the seller had apparently turned the tires around on the rims, so that the 
“blow-out” patches, on the sidewalls, wouldn’t 
show: within six months, on top of other college 
expenses, he had to buy four new tires! 

As most of us who have gone away to college 
know, finances tend to get a little tight. The gas 
required to make the occasional 70-mile trip 
home could be a little much. At the time, as I re-
call him saying, gas was 25 cents per gallon but, 
since his father was a farmer, they could get ker-
osene at the discounted price of 10 cents. The 
car wasn’t crazy about it, but he discovered that 
he could use up to 5 gallons of kerosene in the 
17.5-gallon gas tank and she’d still get him from 
point A to point B (try that with a modern car)! I don’t know the exact story but, at some 

point, when she was acting up a bit, Dad started saying 
“come on, Bessie…” and, thus, she became “Bessie.” 

My parents were married in 1962 right after Dad grad-
uated from Ohio State University. My mother had grad-
uated the previous year, gotten a good job, and bought 
herself a new Chevy. He had been drafted into the Ar-
my and left for training not long afterward. In the 
meantime, Bessie had developed a serious issue: Dad 
was driving down the road and, out of nowhere, the oil 
pressure gauge dropped to zero! After a new rear main 
seal, it seemed to be fixed; then it happened again. A 

April 1, 2022: Bessie finally reached her new home 

Time for 20+ years’ worth of maintenance 
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new oil pump; same result. He threw several parts at the problem but nothing seemed to 
fix it for long so, with no real need for two cars, the problem car was put into storage in his 
grandmother’s garage. 

Judging by the service sticker on the doorjamb, it was 1970 the next time Bessie saw the 
light of day (I would have been about four years old). I remember pulling huge mouse nests 
out of the glovebox, among other places. Unfortunately, she’d been stored with gasoline in 
the tank, so there was an abundance of “crud” in the tank. Dad’s answer was to just drive it 
and, eventually, the crud would work it’s way out. When driving, you had to keep the usual 
wrenches but, added to the list: a length of ¼” rubber hose and a gas can. Periodically, the 
car would start to sputter and then die. This is when you had to disconnect the fuel line at 
the firewall, attach the afore mentioned rubber hose to the line leading to the tank, blow 
into the hose until the blockage cleared, reassemble the line, pour a little gas into the car-
buretor to prime it, start the engine and continue on your way. Oh, by the way, of course 
the oil pressure problem came back almost immediately. Dad took the car to a friend he 
had met while Bessie was in storage an excellent mechanic who had cut his teeth on flat-
heads). Charley replaced the oil sending unit and the problem was solved! 

Bessie was one of the first manual transmissions I ever drove. My dad taught me to double 
clutch in her. As a kid, I remember going to Dairy Queen and United Dairy Farmers 
(awesome ice cream place that never made it to Tennessee, as far as I know) in Bessie. As 
kids, my sisters and I conducted “physics experiments” in the back seat: throw a paper wad 
(likely a Dairy Queen or UDF wrapper) out the back and watch it end up in the front seat; 
that one never seemed to get old. Dad and I have both driven her in parades. When I was 
in college, and even after I joined the Army, I used to take her for drives when I was home. 
Before we were married, my wife and I went for a few rides in Bessie. The car was always 
part of our family. 

As time went by Rhonda and I were married and started a family of our own and Uncle 
Sam just seemed to always want me in places far away from Ohio. Bessie was occasionally 
a topic of telephone conversations but I never seemed to get to drive her anymore. Dad 
told me once that the radio wasn’t working and I searched the internet for the required 
part (try googling “Malory Vibrator” and see what you come up with!!) I did find it, but not 
without having to weed out some… interesting… results. Once, I recall my dad saying the 
car wasn’t currently running, but he was pretty sure he knew what the problem was. Once 
Mother got sick, he seemed to lose interest in getting Bessie back on the road, even though 
my mother would lament that she’d like to go riding again. 

After my mother’s death, Bessie became one more item, collecting dust, out in the metal 
garage, behind their home. The gravel floor made it nearly impossible to keep animals out. 
At some point a cat (?) decided the rotten old convertible top made a comfortable bed, un-
til the top gave way, opening up a new sunroof that couldn’t be closed. After my dad 
passed away, in November, 2017, the car became mine and it was left to me to find a place 
for her and a way to get her here. With a combination of some of Dad’s life insurance, my 
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own funds and a bit of sweat equity, I was able to have Bessie’s new garage built. 

Is there a car story in our EFV8CA regional group that Danny Driskell doesn’t have some part in? 
Early onFriday, April 1st , 2022, Danny and I headed north for the 6-hour drive to get Bessie. By 
the time we got there, my brother-in-law had already aired up the tires and, after coaxing her out 
of the gravel that she had settled into (apparently quite comfortably) over the past 20+ years it 
was just a matter of getting her through the grass, to the pavement, into Danny’s trailer and down 
the road. Danny dropped us off at home, in Woodlawn, late that night. It was the first night in a 
long time that she’d spent under the stars and the next day, another friend of mine came over to 
help me get her up to, and into, the garage (with the help of Bessie’s new friend, and occasional 
garage mate, Della, the Ford 8N tractor, just 3 years Bessie’s junior). 

When we pulled Bessie into my repair bay, using a chain and a come-along, 14 months ago, I said 
the only way she would leave would be under her 
own power. Since then, she’s gotten a new gas 
tank, with fuel level sending unit and fuel lines, 
new master brake cylinder and all four wheel cyl-
inders, all new wiring, new front marker lights 
rebuilt tail lights, rebuilt fuel pump (with ethanol-
proof kit), and rebuilt/updated coil (by Skip 
Haney). She also has a new rear spring and the 
rear end and distributor rebuilt thanks to Michael 
Driskell, not to mention cleaned and gapped 
spark plugs and, of course, all new fluids. Finally, 
this past Friday, June 9th , was a big day for Bes-
sie: the first time in over 20 years that her engine 
roared to life (trust me, with the state her ex-
haust system is in, “roared” is a suitable term, but 

what a beautiful roar it was)! The short time she 

was running, and the work it took to get her 
started, showed me she needs some carbure-
tor work and , given the putty-like substance I 
found in the bottom of theengine oil filter 
housing, I’ve decided it best to drop the oil 
pan for a bit of cleaning and inspection but 
it’s becoming more and more evident that 
Bessie will soon be ready to back out, get a 
long needed bath, and then return to the 
road! 

 

 

 

It would take a LOOONG time for this much 

“crud” to work it’s way through! 

Bessie’s new friend, Della (only 3 years her junior), 

bringing her rearend over for installation. 
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Nineteen Forty-Eight was the last year for Ford's pre-World War II design. Military pro-
duction halted domestic car manufacturing for the 1943-1945 model years. After the 
war, the car-starved public was eager for any new automobile, and most of the major 
companies simply brought back their existing lines. 

The 1948 Ford models were offered in Deluxe, and Super Deluxe trim levels. The 
Deluxe series was the base trim level and came with a horn button instead of horn 
ring, an armrest on the driver's door, one sun visor, and rubber moldings around the 
window openings. Prices began at $1,150 for the coupe and rose to $1,270 for the se-
dan. The base L-head six-cylinder engine displaced 226 cubic-inches and offered 95 
horsepower at 3,300 RPM. All 1948 Fords rested on a 114-inch wheelbase platform and 
measured 198.2 inches in length. The L-head V8 displaced 239 cubic-inches and 
offered 100 horsepower at 3800 RPM. 

The Super Deluxe Series included the body styles found on the Deluxe plus a 3-
passenger coupe and station wagon. Super Deluxes equipped with eight cylinders add-
ed a convertible body style. Super Deluxe models added extra chrome, two sun visors, 
armrests on all doors, and passenger assist straps on the interior 'B' pillar. 

The 1948 Ford 
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2023 60th ANNIVERSARY GRAND NATIONAL MEET 

Dearborn, Michigan 

June 11th –June 17th, 2023 

Every five years, The Early Ford V8 Club of America holds a Grand National Meet. This year, 
it was the 60th Diamond Anniversary of the founding of the EFV8CA as well as the 120th 
anniversary of the founding of the Ford Motor Company. Danny and Sharon Driskell and I 
trailered my 1948 Ford Sedan Coupe to the meet to be judged for the second time in 
EFV8CA competition. Joining us there were Mike, Jane, and Charlotte Driskell from McMin-
nville, TN, and Third Gen Automotive, who brought their 1932 Ford Fordor Sedan. 

As usual, there were many activities planned for attendees. If you participated in the 2022 
Eastern National Meet last year in Franklin, Tennessee (sponsored by our own Regional 
Group #97, the Volunteer V8 Ford Club) you know how busy it can be at a V8 meet so I 
won’t go into details. Suffice it to say there was plenty to do. The real pleasure in attending 
these meets is the fact you get to meet so many old friends you’ve made over the years at 
these meets, to learn what they’ve been doing since the last time you saw them and, of 
course, about their old Fords or any new ones they might have acquired or restored. It was 
amazing to me just how many have been friends for so many years and chiefly because of 
the passion they all share for Early Ford V8’s. 

Having our cars judged is, of course, the main reason for a meet and this year the con-
course was scheduled for Thursday morning. The weather reports called for rain but we 
were all keeping our fingers crossed that the rain would hold off long enough for the judg-
ing to be completed. My ‘48 had been put on the show field the night before and covered 
with a rain-proof cover so it was in good shape when the cover was removed. I was hoping 
the judges would get to my car early but, as it turned out, it was the very last car in my 
class to be judged and the rain started to come just as the judging was finished. After talk-
ing to the chief judge about any deductions cited by the judging team, I was satisfied and 
signed the judging sheet. I did still did not know what the final score would be, however, 
and had to wait until the awards banquet on Friday night. 

I am pleased to report that the car was awarded a Dearborn Medallion (the first was last 
year at Franklin) and the judging sheet accompanying it showed a score of 996 points out 
of a possible 1000 points. To me, this was confirmation that Danny, Sharon, Mike Driskell, 
Kenny Polly and I and other members of the Volunteer V8 Ford Club and EFV8CA had 
worked hard and diligently over several years to restore the car the way is was supposed to 
be done according to EFV8CA standards. To those who contributed to that effort...I thank 
you sincerely! 

I didn’t get around to everything at the meet so I didn’t take as many pictures as I would 
have done normally, but following are some of the ones I did take. If you haven’t attended 
one of these meets I encourage you to do so in the future. You don’t need to have a show 
car to participate. Many “drivers” and “touring” cars are brought and their owners have 
just as good a time as those who bring “trailer queens.” 
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Cars in the Parking Lot before judging... 
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Concourse judging... 
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Awards banquet... 

(Left) Marisa and Rick Claybaugh, (Center) Ken and Carolyn Bounds, (Right) Bruce Nelson and Rick Claybaugh 

That’s all folks! 
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(This article was part of the information provided at the 2023 Grand National Meet) 
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(This article was part of the information provided at the 2023 Grand National Meet) 



 14 

Restoration of Jim Bynum's 1941 Ford Coupe continues… 
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To be continued... 
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31 years ago… 
The restoration of a 1935 Ford Standard Tudor Sedan 

By Mickey Holton 

 

31 years ago, in October 1992, Danny Driskell, Sharon Driskell, a young Mike 
Driskell and I drove to Ohio where a 1935 Ford Standard Tudor the Driskell's had 
bought was waiting to be picked up and trailered back to Nashville. We arrived, 
inspected and drove the car before loading it in the trailer for the trip back. It 
was a long trip because we didn’t stop for the night but drove straight back to 
Nashville. We were a lot younger then so it  didn’t seem too big a task. I remem-
ber, too, that we listened to the 6th game of the 1992 World Series between the 
Atlanta Braves and the Toronto Blue Jays, a game won by the Blue Jays in the 
sixth and final game of the series. 

Scroll forward many years later and, without getting into a lot of details, the se-
dan was still awaiting restoration. It eventually got its engine done (by a now 
grown up Mike Driskell of Third Gen Auto) and the frame by Bryan King and the 
body was put in the hands of a painter who was known for his excellent 
painting skills. After many near starts over a period of a few years, the painter 
decided he would not be able to paint the car after all. What was Danny sup-
posed to do now? Danny then contacted the painter who did my car (a 1948 
Ford Sedan Coupe) and asked if he would consider painting his car. He was now 
semi-retired and is well-known to some club members and his shop is in anoth-
er state but graciously said he would take it on. Several months ago, Danny took 
the car to his shop and left it to be painted. 

As I write this, Danny and Sharon had just arrived back in Nashville after driving 
one weekend (notice that 31 years later it was NOT an overnight trip!) to pick it 
up and bring it back to Nashville. They arrived back just one day before we were 
to leave for the 2023 Grand National Meet in Dearborn so we had to scramble 
mightily to unload the ‘35 and other painted parts, clean out the trailer, and 
load my car into the trailer along with our luggage and other items for the trip 
to Dearborn. Lots of fun! 

Now that the Grand National is behind us, the long-desired restoration will 
begin. With help from other Volunteer V8 Ford Club members, Dan’s looking to 
have it completed before the summer of 2024 and ready for its unveiling at an 
EFV8CA meet. Keep your fingers crossed for him and look for updates in this 
newsletter. 

 

(See pictures next page…) 
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Kenny Polly lays on hands and says a quiet prayer for the 35’s restoration 
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Hoosier Views, Indiana Regional Group, June 
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Hoosier Views, Indiana Regional Group, June 
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TECHNICAL TIP... 
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In the Kitchen... 
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Did you know… 

Henry Ford Repaired Watches? 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST! 

Pictures from the assembly line at the 

 Ford River Rouge plant in 1946 
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F O R  S A L E  
1930 Model A Ford, Murray body, $16,500 

Call Sammy Cook at 615-394-0844, Cross Plains, TN 
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F O R  S A L E  

1946 Super Deluxe Ford  
This is a 6-cylinder 1946 Super DeLuxe Ford Tudor Sedan.  It has a new engine block and all 
the internal parts, except the connecting rods, were NOS at standard specs. I have spare 
parts for upkeep to go with it including another transmission, water pump, fuel pump, a box 
of carburetor parts, a six-cylinder distributor and miscellaneous bits and pieces.  It is a Dear-
born Emeritus car, but the new owner could have it point judged. I am asking $17,5000. 

 
Call Rusty Davis (Monroe, Michigan), 734-755-7633 

 
(Editor’s note: Rusty is a long-time member of the Early Ford V8 Club, a highly respected au-
thority on ‘46-’48 Fords and was a much contacted source of advice and information as I 
was restoring my ‘48 Ford Coupe. If you have any questions about this car please call Danny 
Driskell at 615-293-9975.) 

1 9 4 6  F o r d  S u p e r  D e L u x e  Tu d o r  S e d a n  
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Local Car Shows, Cruise-Ins, etc for July…. 

 

July 1st: Columbia, TN - RED - WHITE - BLUE CAR SHOW This show is a charity car show that 

benefits Columbia Counseling Ministries. Held at Maury County Park, 1018 Maury County Park 
Drive, Columbia, TN. 2023 will feature the Columbia Breakfast Rotary and Rotary Club - Colum-
bia TN. Times: 9:00am - 2:00pm, Awards start at Noon. Registration: $20.00 and you 
can REGISTER online. Dash plaques for the 1st 100 entrants, Live music by Classic Vinyl 
931.    FACEBOOK EVENT      FLYER  

July 1st: Red Boiling Springs, TN - 7th Annual Car, Truck & Bike Show at 17299 Clay County 

Hwy, Red Boiling Springs. (Hermitage Springs Community) Registration: 7:00am - 12:30pm, 

Judging at 12:45pm, Awards at 2:00pm. Entry fee $20.00. Classes include: 1900 - 1949 / 1950 - 
1969 / 1970 - 1986 / 1987 - 1999 / 2000 - 2010 / 2011 - Present plus Fireman's Choice / Fire 
Ladies Choice / Longest Distance Traveled / Most Club Members present / Chief's Choice. All 
proceeds benefit the Hermitage Springs Volunteer Fire Department.    FLYER  

July 7 - 8th: Franklin, TN - Music City Showdown. Nashville's premier automotive show, locat-

ed at the Williamson County Ag Expo Park, 4215 Long Lane, Franklin, TN. Plenty of entertain-
ment, indoor and outdoor spaces, food on site, a dyno, and many of the leaders of the indus-
try. The event will run from July 7th at 3:00pm until 9:00pm and on July 8th, 9:00am - 
6:00pm.      FACEBOOK PAGE          REGISTRATION            FLYER  

July 15th: Mt. Juliet, TN - Inaugural Ray Daniel Cruise-In Presented by Volunteer State Bank 
and Two Rivers Ford will be one of the main events for Celebrate Mt. Juliet, the City of Mt. Ju-
liet's annual city celebration inside Charlie Daniels Park (1075 Charlie Daniels Parkway, Mt. Ju-
liet, TN 37122). The Celebrate Mt. Juliet event is from 4:00pm - 9:00pm (rain out date is July 
16) and saw more than 10,000 attend last year's historic event. Organizers are adding a cruise 
in this year (free participation and entry) that will feature a large video board display of each 
car, gift bags for each participant including Chic-Fil-A gift card, and a large raffle giveaway to 
one lucky winner. Roll in will be from 2:00pm - 4:00 p.m., and the show will be from 4:00pm - 
9:00 pm, and participants can expect thousands of adults, families, and children to view each 
of the classic and vintage cars that this events wants to feature inside the park. On the other 
side of the park will be a Ferris wheel, hundreds of vendors, three separate concerts headlined 
by Scooter Brown Band, and a splash pad, Kool-Aid tasting, and multiple inflatables and food 
trucks for families to enjoy. Everything is free outside of food truck purchases. To register, fol-
low the QR code on the flyer attached. For more information, call Parks Director Rocky Lee at 
615-445-5992.      FLYER  

July 15th: McMinnville, TN - WCHS Pioneer Battalion U.S. Army JROTC Car/Motorcycle Show 
& Swap Meet at Warren County High School, 199 Pioneer Lane, McMinnville, TN. Car / Bike 

Registration $20.00, Model Car Entry $5.00, 10x20 Swap meet space $20.00. People's Choice 
($1.00 donation jar at each entry). Gates open at 9:00am, Presentation of Colors & National 
Anthem 10:00am, People's Choice will be announced at 2:00pm. 100% of the proceeds will be 
given to the Warren County High School JROTC program.    FACEBOOK EVENT    FLYER  

https://www.eventcreate.com/e/redwhitebluecarshow?fbclid=IwAR3dCnqpBJfUAjmBOCDaTe2y5VPsD7SAazEBTLCZ5qlXSXdvgzhf1FwmJMs
https://www.facebook.com/events/1981367995538914/?active_tab=discussion
http://www.memorylanecruisers.net/2023%20Flyers/July%201%20columbia%20carshow.jpg
http://www.memorylanecruisers.net/2023%20Flyers/July%201%20hermitage%20springs%20carshow.jpg
https://www.facebook.com/musiccityshowdown
https://musiccityshowdown.ticketsocket.com/event/music-city-showdown-2023
http://www.memorylanecruisers.net/2023%20Flyers/July%207_8%20music%20city%20showdown.jpg
http://www.memorylanecruisers.net/2023%20Flyers/July%2015%20mtjuliet%20carshow2.png
https://www.facebook.com/events/249124897609248/?ref=newsfeed
http://www.memorylanecruisers.net/2023%20Flyers/July%2015%20mcminnville%20carshow.jpg
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July 22nd: LaVergne, TN  - LHS Wolverine Band Inaugural Car Show at 

LaVergne High School, 250 Wolverine Trail, LaVergne, TN. Times: 9:00am - 

3:30pm. Trophy presentation at 3:00pm. Entry Fee $25.00 per vehicle, 

Awards include: Best of Show / Best Car / Best Truck / Best Motorcy-

cle.    FACEBOOK EVENT  

July 22nd: Franklin, KY - Benefit Car Show for Cars-Trucks-Bikes-Jeeps at Franklin-Simpson 

Community Park, Kenneth Utley Drive entrance (just past the animal shelter). Registration: 
$10.00 Donation. Times: 10:00am - 3:00pm.  Car Show / Door Prizes / Music / Vendors / 
Food Trucks / Silent Auction / 50-50 Raffle. Benefit for Amy Stewart, Melanie Cox, Patricia 
Lassiter to help cover expenses / bills while receiving chemo and radiation treat-
ments.     FLYER  

July 29th: Hartsville, TN - 8th Annual Hartsville Backpacks Car, Truck & Bike Show at 

Trousdale County High School, 262 W. McMurry Blvd, Hartsville, TN. Times: 8:00am - 
Noon.     FLYER  

July 29th: Franklin, TN:  The 3rd Annual Vietnam Veterans of America Benefit Show open to all cars, 

trucks, bicycles, and motorcycles. SHOW LOCATION:  The ELKS LODGE #72 

located at 485 Oak Meadow Drive (off S. Royal Oaks Blvd. just south of Hwy. 

96 near the Home Depot) in Franklin, TN.  Registration on-site for $20.00 

per vehicle from 8 am until noon. TOP 30 Peopleï¿½s Choice and other spe-

cialty awards presented by 2:30 pm. Silent Auction.  Food available with in-

door seating in the Lodge.  Rain or shine with plenty of paved parking.  Free 

for spectators and donations gladly accepted. 100% of the show proceeds 

fund the Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) Chapter 1140 in Williamson 

County Tennessee, benefiting veterans of ALL eras! Come out and support 

the VVA in "HELPING VETERANS, COMMUNITIES AND THOSE SERVING IN 

HARM'S WAY."  Presented by the Elks Lodge #72 and the Music City AACA 

and trophies provided by Oï¿½Reilly Auto Parts.  Sponsored by Fox & Locke in 

Leipers Fork.  For more information, please contact Rich Krejsa, President, 

Chapter 1140, Vietnam Veterans of America, at 615-870-2294 or E-mail 

to richk.vva@gmail.com       FLYER  

https://www.facebook.com/events/940998383775233/?ref=newsfeed
http://www.memorylanecruisers.net/2023%20Flyers/July%2022%20franklin%20ky%20carshow.jpg
http://www.memorylanecruisers.net/2023%20Flyers/July%2029%20hartsville%20carshow.jpg
mailto:richk.vva@gmail.com
http://www.memorylanecruisers.net/2023%20Flyers/July%2029%20franklin%20tn%20carshow.jpg
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