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MESSAGE 

Whew! Talk about heat...it has been 
brutal so far this summer. Let’s hope it 
eases off some the next couple of 
months so we can plan some activities 
that won’t require a lot of  sweat and 
suffering! 

I hope you find something to enjoy in 
this month’s newsletter. I’m always 
open to any suggestions and welcome 
any contributions. Next month’s is-
sue...September...will have a piece on 
a very special car. 

                                             Mickey 

IN MEMORIAM 

Club member Ray Austin of Liv-
ingston, TN, called to let me 
know that former member Carl 
Ledbetter, also of Livingston, 
passed away on Sunday, July 9th 
from complications of a lengthy 
illness. Carl was the proud own-
er of a 1934 Ford Sedan. 
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Member Car of the Month 

1937 Ford Phaeton 

Rick and Susan Mattson, Nashville, TN 

Back in May 2019, I purchased my 1937 Ford Phaeton at 
Gateway Motors in Lavergne. My wife and I had just moved 
into our new home that January, so there was now space for 
an extra vehicle. The exterior and cabin of the car had been 
beautifully restored, but considerable mechanical work was 
needed.  
 
When I drove the car home, I found that the cable brakes 
were so poorly adjusted that I couldn’t stop in time to prevent 
tapping the rear of a car in front of me in Nolensville and lat-
er on during that trip was unable to stop for a light on Con-
cord Road that had changed as I approached on a downhill 
grade.  
  
I soon learned that antique car ownership requires a lot of 
patience. I am not mechanically inclined (although my father 
was an engineer) so I had to find someone to work on the 
car. The first person I called about that said the earliest he 
could get to it was in 6 months, and the second one did not 

have an opening for the next 4 ½ months. A friend of mine from church who worked at a 
Lexus dealer tried to help with the brakes (he even found a You Tube video about adjusting 
cable brakes on a Ford), but they were beyond his expertise. It was not until I learned about 

the Volunteer chapter of the Early Ford V8 Club that I found the help I needed. Danny 
Driskell and Mickey Holton have gone to great lengths to help me with the ’37 Ford, and Mi-
chael Driskell has done miraculous work to make 
the car run like a dream. I can’t say enough about 
how I appreciate their assistance. 
  
The photographs of the Ford Phaeton with the con-
vertible top up were taken the day I got it, in May 

2019. The 
picture at 
left shows 
my ‘37 next 
to a ’37 
owned by 
fellow club member Scott Zaft just before we left for 
a club tour to Bon Aqua, TN. Scott lives just one mile 
from me in Brentwood, TN. 
 
(See mores pictures of Rick’s car on the next page) 
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1937 FORD MODEL 78 DELUXE PHAETON 
 

The era of the Phaeton was rapidly drawing to a close in 1937 as coachwork construc-
tion methods, materials and machinery made it easier and more cost-effective to build 
all-steel, enclosed bodies. Yet the appeal of the open four-seat, four-door automobile 
was apparent in Ford’s continuation of the Phaeton in its catalog. 
 
Under the circumstances it is telling that the Phaeton was offered only in Deluxe trim. 
The style, elegance, exclusivity and – frankly – impracticality of a Phaeton signified 
that its owners could, and did, have sufficient resources to buy an automobile that was 
primarily intended to be used in fair weather and under sunny skies. Ford built only 
3,723 Deluxe Phaetons in 1937, and their appeal, style and rarity make them especial-
ly popular among today’s collectors. 

 
The 1937 Fords made 
significant design chang-
es, most importantly the 
teardrop-shaped covered 
headlights recessed into 
the catwalks between the 
front fenders and the re-
vised sharp vee-shaped 
grille with horizontal ele-
ments. All the Fords now 
had “trunk” backs and 
stored their spare tires 
inside the bodywork. The 
hood now opened alliga-
tor-style from the front, 
and the windshield was a 
two-panel vee-shaped 
assembly with notable 

rake. The two side curtain body styles, the Phaeton and Roadster, for the first time 
shared the convertible and fixed roof body styles’ windshield design with a body color 
frame which was integrated with the cowl. It was a notable change that contributed to 
the 1937 Fords’ more streamlined, aerodynamic styling and particularly set the Road-
ster and Phaeton apart from their predecessors. 
 
Under the hood the now well-proven and refined 85 horsepower Ford V-8 had one no-
table change. Instead of pulling hot water out of the top of the engine from the cylinder 
heads the flow reversed and the water pumps pulled cold water out of the radiator and 
forced it into the cylinder block. It was the final substantial change in the layout and 
function of the flathead V-8 that would continue in service until well into the Fifties. 
 
Ford would build a Phaeton for only one more year, 1938, and Henry was the last ma-
jor auto maker to include the Phaeton body style in his catalog.  
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The beat goes on...update on Jim Bynum’s ‘41 Ford Coupe 

Work on Jim Bynum’s ‘41 coupe has been a little slow recently due to vacations, unrelenting 
heat, etc., but it’s now back on schedule. Here are a few pictures to prove it really is happening. 
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 9 Courtesy of Hoosier Views, RG#56, August 2023 
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FOR SALE 

1946 Ford Super DeLuxe Convertible 

1946 Ford Super DeLuxe convertible, flathead V8, new radial tires, tube shocks, 
sway bars, redone original radio for FM, completely serviced and meticulously 
maintained, runs and drives perfectly, 1998 AACA winner. Slick paint. Well re-
stored 

If interested, call Bryan King, 615-454-8304, Mt. Juliet, TN 



 11 

This article was published in the Ford Legend Newsletter, the official newsletter of the Henry Ford Heritage 
Association (HFHA) and permission to use it in this newsletter was granted by the HFHA 
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 14 Headliner, Northern Ohio RG #20, March 2023 

              Henry Ford’s Plastic Car 
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Blast From the Past! 

(This description of how an automobile was assembled at the Ford River Rouge 

plant was printed in the October 1940 of POPULAR SCIENCE and was appeared  in 

the September 1991 newsletter of the Volunteer V8 Ford Club.) 
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 18 Hoosier Views, Indiana RG #56, May 2023 
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In the Kitchen... 

 
 

 

Mid-Eastern Chicken for Two 
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Local Car Shows, August 2023 

 

August 4th & 5th: Celina, TN - Clay County Heritage Days. Saturday Car Show at 8:00am at 

Celina High School, 860 Clay County Hwy, Celina. Lots of activities for the weekend. Live Mu-

sic, Rolly Hole Tournament, Duck Race, Cake Walk, Craft and Food Market, Gun Raffle & more. 

 August 5th: Ashland City, TN - 1st Annual Farmers' & Artisans' Market CAR SHOW at 

Riverbluff Park, 175 Old Cumberland Street, Ashland City, TN. Times: 9:00am - Noon. FREE to 

attend. 50/ 50 Raffle. Proceeds will go to youth sports leagues in Ashland City.    

 August 12th: Hohenwald, TN - Hillbilly Hot Rod Show & Swap Meet at Natchez Trace Wil-

derness Preserve, 1363 Napier Road, Hohenwald, TN. Gates open at 8:00am. Entry fee 

$20.00.  Event is open to all years, makes & models of cars / trucks / motorcycles / bicycles / 

tractors & vintage campers. Trophies awarded for TOP 25 plus 13 Specialty Awards and Show 

Sponsor's Pick Awards. Other activities include: benefit auction, 50/50 drawing, vendors, 

food, pinup contest, DJ music, burn out box competition, pinstripers, swap meet and more. 

Proceeds will benefit St. Jude Children's Research Hospital. For more information, call Randy 

Lee 931-629-8719 or Lee Patterson 931-477-0196.  

August 19th:  LaFollette, TN - LaCruizers Car Show to be held downtown LaFollette. Times: 

10:00am - 2:00pm (Rain date August 26th) Registration $20.00. Cash giveaways and much 

more. Stay tuned for more information.  

August 19th: Winchester, TN - 3rd Annual Cruise-In For Christ at Oaklawn Baptist Church, 

108 Memorial Drive, Winchester, TN. Times: 3:00pm - til ???. Welcome all hot rods, classic 

cars & trucks, antiques, tractors, motorcycles, rat rods. Door prizes, Food vendors. 

August 19th: Goodlettsville, TN - 7th Annual Breast Cancer Car & Bike Show by Pink Christ-

mas at Rivergate Mall, 1000 Rivergate Pkwy. Registration: 8:00am - Noon, Car Show 9:00am - 

2:00pm. Welcome all cars, trucks, motorcycles.  Rain Date: August 26th. FREE admission for 

Spectators, Car Show Entry $20.00. TOP 60 People's Choice Trophies, DJ Music, Hadley Park 

Line Dancers, Food Trucks, On site Mammograms provided by Ascension Medical Group. For 

more information, call 615-497-3149, Email: pink.christmas2009@gmail.com  

mailto:pink.christmas2009@gmail.com
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August 19th: Chapel Hill, TN - 3rd Annual Nash Family Creamery Car Show at 4019 US 41A North, 

Chapel Hill, TN.  All types of vehicles welcome! Cash prizes & Trophies awarded to the winners. Reg-

istration: Early $20.00, Same day $25.00. Early bird entry deadline is August 1st. 

August 19th: Franklin, KY - TIKI FEST Car Show by Relentless Car Club at 105 State Street, Franklin, 

KY. Registration: 8:00am, Show opens 9:00am - 3:00pm. Open to ALL years and Styles! 1st 100 get a 

dash plaque. Entry fee $20.00, Free for Spectators. Vendor spaces 10x10 $20.00  

August 20th: Lebanon, TN - Tennessee State Fair Antique Car Show  at Wilson County Fairgrounds, 

945 E. Baddour Pkwy. Cars are on display in Fiddlers Grove and in the shade. Entries taken at 

10:00am - 1:00pm. Enter Main Gate on Baddour Pkwy and follow signs. Entry fee $20.00, Awards at 

4:00pm. There will be 56 Classes (see website for listing), Three places in each class, Trophies will be 

awarded to all National Winners, Cars will enter on pavement and park on grass, Dash plaques will 

be given to the 1st 200 entries, No Classes for Mini-Trucks or Slammed Cars, Best of Show for Modi-

fied & Production, Large Classes may be split and Judging during Registration.  

August 25-26th: Hopkinsville, KY - TOP GUN Cruise-In downtown Hopkinsville at the 7th Annual 

Summer Salute. Friday afternoon August 25th kickin off at 2:00pm, then Saturday August 26th 

starting at 10:00am. Two big headliner concerts at Summer Salute Festival - FREE to everyone. Over 

130 vendors, AX throwing, Carnival rides, Bounce Houses, For more details, visit 

their    WEBSITE    or text/call Billie or Caroline Peal at 270-970-0883 or Christie Peal 270-217-

0732.   Event Website      

August 26th: Decherd, TN - Pack the Park Car Club presents Ratrods & Antique Show to be held at 

John L. Sanders Park, 117 College Street. Times: 10:00am - 4:00pm. Registration:9:00am - Noon, En-

try fee $20.00 for 1st car / $10.00 for the 2nd car you bring. Dash plaques for the 1st 100 entrants. 

$50.00 to the Club that brings the most registered vehicles.  Categories include and listed on flyer: 

Ratrod Trophies, Antique Trophies, Motorcycle awards, Specialty awards. Door prizes, 50/50 draw-

ing, Food trucks and oldies music. For more information, contact Norman Sons 931-308-6977 or 

James aka mudduck 931-952-5361 or Wesley Elliott 931-691-6926 or Sherrie Sons 931-308-3802.  

August 26th: Hurricane Mills, TN - Coal Miners Car Show at the Loretta Lynn Ranch, 8000 Hwy 13, 

Hurricane Mills, TN. Show & Competition 9:00am - 5:00pm. Entry fee $25.00, TOP 50 Awards plus 

Best of Show & $250 Loretta Lynn's Choice Award.  

August 26th: Dickson, TN - 2nd Annual Battlin' Betties Tennessee Platoon & U.S. Veterans MC Ten-

nessee Car & Bike Show at VFW Dickson, 215 Marshall Stuart Drive, Dickson, TN. Times: Car & Bike 

Show 3:00pm - 6:00pm, Pinup contest at 7:00pm. Entry fee $20.00 per car or bike / $20.00 for Pinup 

contest. Prizes and awards for all categories. For more information, contact 

email: battlinbettiestn@gmail.com     

http://www.topguncarshows.com/
http://www.hoptownsummersalute.com/
mailto:battlinbettiestn@gmail.com
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 23 Thanks to the Memory Lane Cruisers for the information on these 3 pages 



 24 


