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MESSAGE 

A lot of good stuff in this 
month’s newsletter: a great 
story about a ‘51 Ford Con-
vertible I’m sure you’ll enjoy, 
“new” cars in the club for Ken-
ny Polly and Chris Roush,  a 
Grand National Award, a visit 
with V8 friends, another up-
date on the ‘41 coupe rebuild, 
Ford Sportsman info and pic-
tures, a technical tip...what 
more could you want! 

                                    ...Mickey 

Mickey Holton, Editor                                        September 2023                          flatheadv897@gmail.com 
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Member Car of the Month 
1951 Ford Convertible 

Jerry and Christie Bowen, Columbia, TN 

By Jerry Bowen 

One of the most important things about 
any antique car is the stories that come 
with it. 

This 1951 Ford Custom Convertible has 
been in our family many, many years. 
My father-in-law bought the car in 
March of 1989 from a fella out of Ken-
tucky named Gary Curry. It was his sec-
ond ‘51 Ford convertible. 

My wife Christie’s parents’ names are 
Harold and Lill Coker. Harold is the 
founder of Coker Tire Company. He was 
the owner of several BF Goodrich mod-
ern  retail tire stores in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. He moved from Athens, Ten-
nessee where he worked in a tire store 
to Chattanooga to open a store of his 
own when Christie was small. 

Being a car collector and a tire dealer it 
was natural for car friends to ask him if 
he could find this or that tire for their 
own antique cars. He began to look for 
new “old stock” tires. The love of cars 
and needs those friends had for hard to 
find tires is the reason he started his 
vintage tire business. Enough of that, 
lets get to the convertible! 

Before he and Lill got married, Harold 
drove a red 1951 Ford Custom Converti-
ble. The picture shows Harold and Lill in 

Harold Coker, Lill and Neenah Thomas 
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the fall of 1951 beside the car along with 
Lill’s younger sister, Neenah. Lill and Harold 
married on Sept 6, 1953, and drove the ‘51 
on their honeymoon.  Children began com-
ing the following year and the convertible 
was no longer an acceptable “family car.” 
He loved the old ‘51 but it was wise to sell 
it for a more practical vehicle. Harold 
dreamed of having another one in the fu-
ture. 

Harold always told Lill that one day he 
would buy another ‘51 Ford convertible 
and this time he would put every bell and 
whistle on it that he could not afford the 
first time. In 1989, he bought a rough car in 
need of some love.  They planned to have a 
50th wedding celebration and renewal of 
wedding vows in 2003. He wanted to drive 
away from this renewal of vows in the 
same fashion as 50 years before. This red 
convertible is that car. 

Harold left the car in as original condition 
as possible except for the paint, top acces-
sories and new leather interior. Harold and 
Lill’s marriage lasted 62 wonderful years 
before his passing.  At that time, there 
were a few cars that were very important 
to my wife. They included a 1935 Ford 
Phaeton, the car in which she learned to 
drive on the family farm and this ‘51 Ford 
convertible. As she always says she ob-
tained them the old-fashioned way…she 
inherited them.  

Christie and I took possession of some of 
Harold’s cars when he died in November of 
2014. We have maintained, driven and 
loved the ’51 ever since! 

Harold Coker and his ‘51 Convertible 

Jerry Bowen’s “other” V8 Ford 

Before Restoration 

After Restoration 
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THE 1951 Fords Were Immensely Popular 
By Robert Tate, Automotive Historian and Researcher 

 

Some of the most popular Fords during the early 1950s were the great looking 1951 models. 
Even today at various car shows, the 1951 Fords still generate a great deal of conversation 
among automotive enthusiasts. They also have a huge following among custom and hot rod 
car collectors as well.  

The 1951 Ford models were introduced to the public on November 2, 1950 and became so 
popular that consumers were signing up for waiting lists just to purchase the cars at dealer-
ships across the country. Some automotive historians have said the cars’ front end double-
spinner look created a huge sensation. The 1951 models shared some styling features with 
their 1949 and 1950 counterparts that also became popular among consumers in later years. 

One of the Ford automotive designers that helped style the 1951 models was Joe Oros, who 
was under the direction of George Walker, leader of the Ford Design Center for many years. 

For 1951, Ford introduced an optional “Fordomatic Drive,” which provided easier handling for 
many drivers and was part of the new automatic transmission. They also offered a key-turn 
mechanism start which was located to the left side of the steering wheel. On the exterior, a 
lowered hood design along was included with that new dual-spinner grille and a wider wrap-
around bumper, which created a more massive appearance to the front-end design.  

That same year, Ford introduced a Deluxe line, which included a Business Coupe, Tudor model 
and Fodor models as well. In the Custom line, models included a Club Coupe, Tudor and 
Fodor and a great looking convertible. A popular wood-side trim station wagon, the new 
Crestline series, and the new Ford Victoria models were also available.  

The 1951 Ford Victoria models offered a great looking design combining a sport hardtop and 
convertible look that the public thoroughly enjoyed with a price tag of $2,060. The Victoria 
name plate was first used on the popular Ford Model A in 1931. Some automotive historians 
called the 1951 Victoria models an all-purpose touring car. The interior was upholstered in 
durable Ford “Craftcord” fabrics. The Victoria also contributed to Ford’s big sales in 1951.  

The Ford V8 Crestliner was introduced in 1950 and was again available for 1951. This limited-
edition two door model was distinguished by a vivid contrasting color sweep on its sides and 
a padded vinyl top design. Only 26,304 units were sold before the model was canceled for the 
1952 model year. However, these vehicles have become popular among collectors. 

Ford offered the name Country Squire for its top wagon line in 1951. The model was only 
available in a Custom series and sold for $2,255. Today, these wagons are also popular with 
collectors, but they are exceedingly difficult to find because of the deterioration of the exteri-
or wood. Ford introduced an all-new steel body for the next year’s model.  

In conclusion, Ford Motor Company produced over a million units for the 1951 model year, 
and these vehicles will always have a place in our automotive history.  

https://motorcities.org/story-of-the-week/2020/the-1951-fords-were-immensely-popular 
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Nash Creamery Car Show 

August 19th, 2023, Rover, Tennessee 
Steve Jordan (’32 Pickup) Mickey Holton (’35 Sedan) and Jeff and Fran Philbrook (‘53 Convertible) made 
the drive to the Nash Creamery Car Show in Rover, TN, on Saturday, August 19th. Also there was Chris 
Roush. Don Potter and Jerry Bowen. Jerry had driven his red ‘51 convertible and entered it in the show.  It 
was a hot day and the creamery was packed with hungry customers making it hard to get something to 
eat. 
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“New” cars in the Volunteer V8 Ford Club 

Kenny Polly’s 1937 5 Window Coupe: 

 

Chris Roush’s 1933 Model B Pickup 
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2023 AACA Grand National Meet 
Bettendorf, Iowa 

August 10th-12th, 2023 
 

Mickey Holton’s 1948 Ford Sedan Coupe was eligible to compete for its First Grand National award in AACA 
and was taken to Bettendorf, Iowa, in early August for the 2023 Grand National Meet held there. It was a 
great meet, very well-planned, organized and executed, the weather was perfect and approximately 300 
cars were registered. The car did very well and was awarded a First Grand National. Award. 
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                                                             The Isle Hotel and Casino, Bettendorf, Iowa 

                         Bridge over the Mississippi River                                               Mississippi Riverboat 
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1939 FORD 60 HP ENGINE DONATED TO V8 FORD FOUNDATION 

In 2022, Early V8 Ford Foundation member Lawson Cox of Covington, GA, generously donat-
ed a restored 1939 Ford 60 HP engine to the Early V8 Ford Foundation. Since that time, the 
engine had languished in Lawson’s garage in Covington while awaiting an opportunity to be 
sent to or picked up and delivered to the Foundation museum in Auburn, Indiana. 

Recently, that  opportunity presented itself when Foundation museum Executive Director 
Josh Conrad asked Vice-President Danny Driskell if he would agree to make the trip to Coving-
ton to get it and, of course, he agreed to do so. After a call was made to Lawson to arrange 
for a date and time for pickup, Danny and friend and fellow Foundation member Mickey Hol-
ton left Nashville on a hot August Saturday to retrieve it. 

After a four-and-a-half hour drive, Danny and Mickey arrived at Lawson’s garage in Covington 
where Lawson and grandson Jonathan Metherell were waiting with the engine. Luckily, the 
truck was equipped with a liftgate so loading and securing the engine was an easy task. The 
return trip to Nashville was uneventful and the engine arrived in perfect condition. All that 
remains now is for Danny to deliver the engine to the Foundation at the next board meeting 
in November. 

(Left and center) 1939 Ford V8 60  HP engine; (Right) Danny and Lawson Cox inspecting the engine. 

(left) Lawson Cox and grandson Jonathan Metherell; (Center) Lawson Cox and Danny Driskell; (Right) Mr. 

and Mrs. Lawson Cox); (Below) Loading the engine and Auburn Bound!!! 
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Update on Jim Bynum’s ‘41 Ford Coupe 

The work goes on…(see pages 12 and 13) 



 12 

 

Kenny Polly and Danny Driskell trying to find out why the wiper 
motor won’t mount properly behind the radio; well...it’s the 
WRONG BRACKET! (below) 

...and it looks more like a car every day! Gil Vigil did a wonderful 
job on the door jambs and headliner. Look at the next page to 
see the completed headliner. 
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Headliner….by Gil Vigil 
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 A Visit with Don and Vickie Henley 
Springfield, Illinois 

 

By virtue of owning, loving and driving Early Ford V8s, it is safe to say, that we 
love the cars we own. Yes, that’s true but a big part...maybe the biggest 
part...is the character of the people who own these cars. I know all of you have 
made good friends with other owners and  have looked forward to seeing 
them at EFV8CA meets. This is the case with Don and Vickie Henley, of Spring-
field, Illinois, who Danny and Sharon Driskell and I met for the first time at an 
AACA National Meet in Auburn, Indiana, in 2021, and it wasn’t too long after 
that Sharon made the statement that it felt like we had known Don and Vickie 
for a lot longer. 

 

That friendship with the Henley's continues as we have since seen and admired 
them and their 1947 Sportsman at two EFV8CA national meets...the 2022 East-
ern National Meet in Franklin, Tennessee, and the 2023 Grand National Meet 
in Dearborn in June of this year. As I said, we just feel that no matter the time 
between visits with them we always come away feeling like we’ve been friends 
for many years. 

 

It was for that reason that Danny and I decided to ask Don and Vickie if we 
could stop by for a visit to their home in Springfield, Illinois, on our way to the 
2023 AACA Grand National Meet in Bettendorf, Iowa, in August. When asked, 
they responded they would love to have us stop by and after a six hour drive 
from Nashville we arrived and were greeted warmly by the Henley's. 

 

Don and Vicki have a wonderful home but, of course, we were more interested 
in seeing and investigating their garage and “mini” museum and were not dis-
appointed. In addition to their Sportsman, the have other fully restored cars, 
tractors, dozers, motorcycles and bikes. I could go on here describing the gar-
age but I think better to show you in pictures just how wonderful it is. 

 

In closing, if you have the occasion to attend a meet and come to know Don 
and Vickie, consider yourself very lucky! 

 

(See Pages 18 and 19 for an article about the ‘47 Sportsman) 
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        The Henley Garage 

Don and Vickie Henley 
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Hoosier Views, RG #56, August 2023 
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The Henleys 1947 Ford Sportsman 

By Don Henley 

(Editor...The article about the Ford Sportsman on pages 16, 17 and 18 reminded me about the Henleys ‘47 
Sportsman so I asked them to “write up” a piece on it and its history and restoration to tie in with the article. 
Enjoy!) 

In 1945, Ford Motor Company Henry Ford II commissioned E.T. “Bob” Gregorie, chief stylist for Ford, to design a 
new and exciting car...one that would get people talking and coming into his showrooms. Hence, the Ford Sports-
man hit the market. 

The Ford Sportsman became the most expensive model produced by Ford in 1947 at a price of $2,150, which was 
$500 higher than that of a standard convertible. It was also the first Ford model equipped with Electro-Hydraulic 
power windows coupled with top of the line luxury leather upholstery. The slated total production of the Sports-
man over a three year period, 1946-1948, was approximately 3,600. It is said that less than 100 of these examples 
exist today. 

The Sportsman bodies were built and produced at Ford’s Iron Mountain, Michigan, wood plant. In this region of 
the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, Henry Ford owned over 200,000 acres of hardwood timber from which the hard 
maple was harvested for the wood framing of the body. The panel sections of the bodies were made of mahoga-
ny veneer which provides a striking color contrast between the two woods. Once completed, the fully trimmed 
bodies were shipped by rail to various Ford assembly plants where they were mated with the chassis. 

While knowing of its existence for many years, this particular car was purchased eight miles from our home in 
Illinois from the family of the second owner in 2012. The previous owner thankfully tucked it away on his farm for 
over 58 years, which truly preserved this specimen. The car was complete and retained all of its original compo-
nents. It underwent a total restoration with all the work being completed by the current owner over a four year 
period. The car was finished in May of 2021 and completed the trifecta of AACA awards...Junior, Senior and 
Grand National First over the summer of 2021 and was also included in the Zenith display at the 2022 AACA 
Grand National Meet at Virginia Beach, VA. In EFV8CA competition, it received a Dearborn Award at the 2022 
Eastern National Meet in Franklin, TN, and a Dearborn Medallion at the 2023 60th Diamond Anniversary in Dear-
born, MI. 

(Left) Don with Dearborn Medallion Award, 2023 Grand National Meet; (Right) Parking the Sportsman at Dearborn. 
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1947 Ford Sportsman 

Don and Vickie Henley 

Springfield, Illinois 

Being judged at Dearborn 2023 
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Blast from the Past 
From the August 1993 Volunteer Voice 



 24 Hoosier Views, RG #56, July 2023 
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In the kitchen... 

Recommended for making fried green tomatoes: 

The Granny Smith tomato is great for frying be-
cause when it ripens, it’s still green and hard… 

A great idea! 
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Local Car Shows, Cruise-Ins, Etc.—September 2023 
September 2nd: Clarksville, TN - 2023 Fall Swap Meet & Car Show at RimTyme Custom Wheels, 672 N. Riv-
erside Drive, Clarksville, TN. Times: 10:00am - 3:00pm. We ask swap meet vendors to arrive between 8am - 
10am for setup. Participants in the car show should arrive between 10am - Noon. Buy, sell, and trade those 
parts you've been holding onto! New/old parts and accessories are welcomed. You can trailer in or drive a 
vehicle in if youï¿½d like to try and sell it. For one spot it will be $15, each additional spot is $10. Each spot is 
10' by 10'. We are not extremely strict on spot spaces but we ask you to be honest and to stick to those di-
mensions as close as you can. Trophies include: TOP 10 Overall / Best Truck / Best Modern / Best Classic / 
Best of Show / Best Lowrider / Furthest Traveled. 

September 7th: Springfield, TN - The Farmers Bank Charity Car Show at 1203 Memorial Blvd, Springfield, 
TN. Times: 4:30pm - 7:00pm. Cars will be voted on by Judges & Spectator ballots. Entry by DONATIONS!!! 
Awards include: 1st Place / 2nd Place / 3rd Place. All proceeds will to to the United Ministry Food Bank of 
Robertson County, TN. For more information, contact Emma Donoho 615-323-1193 or Ann Schneider 615-
384-9547.  

 September 8th-9th: Red Boiling Springs, TN - 67th Annual Fall Meet of the Mid-Tenn Region of the AACA.  More infor-

mation to follow.   

September 9th: Centerville, TN - 4th Annual VFW Auto Show at Centerville Church of Christ, 138 N. Central 

Avenue, back parking lot. Registration: 8:00am - Noon, Entry fee $20.00 with voting ballot, non-entry ballots 
are $5.00 each and must be turned in by Noon. TOP 10 People's Choice Awards + Commander's Trophy. For 
more information, call 931-994-3343.    

September 9th: Murfreesboro, TN - Cars For A Cause Cruise In at 850 NW Broad Street, Murfreesboro, TN. 

Times: 8:00am - 10:00am. Join us as we bring awareness to those who are fueled by potential. This event will 
feature an array of stunning vehicles, delicious food and coffee options.   

September 9th: Smyrna, TN - Wings of Freedom Fish Fry & Classic Car Cruise-In at Azure Flight Support 

Hangar, 278 Doug Warpoole Road, Smyrna, TN. Times: 5:00pm - 9:00pm. Fish, Food & Drinks, Classic Cars, 
Music at the Smyrna/Rutherford County Airport honoring "Operation Enduring Freedom" Veterans. Proceeds 
from the event go to assist local non-profits. No Judging! No Trophies! just good ole car fun. Car entries are 
$50.00 per car, limit 2 people per car. Additional tickets are $50.00 per person. Tickets can be purchased 
online at www.wofsmyrna.com  Gates open at 4:00pm for staging. For more information, contact Jerome 
Dempsey 615-396-7404 or Mike Woods 615-2605925  

September 9th: Madison, TN - 3rd Annual Car Show Fall Fest by Darkside Car Club at 1558 N. Gallatin Pike, 

Madison, TN. Registration starts at 10:00am. Bike & Sound Competition. Awards & trophies and so much 
more. For more information, call 615-681-1069.  

September 10th: Spring Hill, TN - UAW Local 1853 Annual Fall Fest Car Show at the Union Hall parking lot, 

125 Stephen P. Yokich Pkwy, Spring Hill, TN. Times: 8:00am - 2:00pm, Entry Fee $10.00. Limit 60 Vehicles. 
Door Prizes, Trophies, New & Older Vehicles. For more information, contact Gary Allen via text: 615-585-
3776 to Sign Up.  

September 15-16th: Lebanon, TN - 18th Annual Fall Redneck Rumble at the Wilson County Expo Center, 945 
E. Baddour Pkwy. Times: 10:00am - 7:00pm. Pre-68 Rods, Customs, Rats, Bikes & Swap meet. Passes $15.00 / 
Show Entry $25.00 includes driver & passenger. For more information, call Tommy Williams 615-364-1828.  

September 16th: Franklin, KY - The Franklin Car and Craft Show  The Franklin Car and Craft Show - Franklin, 
KY will be held on Saturday, Sept. 16 in downtown Franklin. This is the 60th year for the car show. Simpson 
County Tourism is organizing the car and craft show this year. We are looking for event sponsors and a few 

volunteers. We will be selecting a few arts and craft booth vendors and food vendors. For any questions 
message us on face book or contact the office at 

 

(Courtesy Memory Lane Cruisers) 

http://www.wofsmyrna.com/
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September 16th: Hendersonville, TN - 2nd Annual Cruisin' to Remember Car & Motorcycle Show at Com-

munity Church of Hendersonville, 381 West Main Street. Times: 8:00am - 4:00pm. All vehicles welcome to 
attend. Entry fee $20.00, Food, Inflatables, Vendors, Door prizes, Raffles, Cake walk, Live music and more. For 
more information, call or text Robynn 615-757-3484.  

September 16th: Nashville, TN - 2nd Annual Charity Car & Truck Show hosted by First Church Nashville & 

The Music City AACA. Location: First Church Nashville, 7512 Charlotte Pike, (near Sawyer Brown Rd), Nash-
ville, TN.  Registration: 8:00am - Noon, Entry fee $20.00. Open to all vehicles!  TOP 50 People's Choice & Spe-
cialty Awards presented at 3:00pm. All paved parking! Rain or Shine!!! All proceeds benefit Tupelo Children's 
Mansion. For more information, contact Jerry Barlar 615-202-8054  

September 16th: Lebanon, TN - 44th  Annual Mustang and ALL Ford Show at Maple Hill Church of Christ, 

102 Maple Hill Road, Lebanon, TN. (Across from Snow White Drive-In). Registration: 8:00am - 11:00am, 
Awards at 2:00pm. 23 Judged Classes (16 Mustang, 7 Ford Powered) with awards for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, plus 4 Spe-
cialty Awards. Food trucks, DJ Music, Door Prizes, Silent Auction, Vendors and 50/50 drawing. Entry fee 
$25.00 at the Show / Early Bird before September 15th $20.00. See flyer for pre-registration info. Proceeds 
will support the Music City Mustang Club Scholarship Fund at MTSU. For more information, Todd Broadway 
615-218-4694.  

September 23rd: Lebanon, TN - 2nd Annual Middle TN Missions Market Car Show at 1660 Leeville Pike, Leb-

anon, TN. Times: 10:00am - 3:00pm, Entry fee $20.00. Live music, Silent Auction, Food trucks, Craft Artisans, 
Hayrides and more. Benefiting the MM Single Moms and Widow's Car Clinic. Welcome cars, trucks motorcy-
cles. TOP 3 Trophies. For more information, call 615-934-3986.  

September 23rd: Dickson, TN - 9th Annual Car/Jeep/Bike Show & Silent Auction at Dickson County Fair-

grounds, 1053 TN-47, Dickson, TN. Registration 8:30am - Noon, Ends at 3:00pm. Entry fee $25.00 for 1st vehi-
cle, $15.00 for 2nd vehicle by same owner.  Live music, Great Food, Dash plaques for 1st 100 entries. Every 
entry has a chance to win a 41-inch Craftsman Tool Box. Rain or Shine!  Proceeds will benefit Mallory's Mira-
cle Children's Charity. For more information, call Johnny Clark 615-207-6652 or to pre-register call, Marietta 
Lilly 615-946-0857   

September 23rd: Smyrna, TN - Tri-Star Veterans Resource Center Car Show at LifePoint Church, 506 Legacy 

Drive, Smyrna, TN. Rain Date Sept 30th. Times: 10:00am - 2:00pm, Awards at 1:30pm. Entry fee $20.00. Dash 
plaques for the 1st 50 registered, Food Trucks & Giveaways. Awards include: Best in Show / TOP 20 / Veter-
ans Choice. All proceeds benefit Rutherford County Veterans.  

September 23rd: Gallatin, TN - 3rd Annual Car Show & Swap Meet to Benefit WayPoint Vets at Gallatin Elks 

Lodge 2547, 242 Airport Road, Gallatin, TN. Registration: 8:00am - Noon, Rain Date Sept 30th, Entry Fee 
$20.00 / Swap Meet $25.00 Entry fee. Four Classes: Factory / Hot Rod / Heavy Mod / Rat Rod. Trophies for 
1st / 2nd / 3rd Place plus Best in Show. Food & Drinks, 50/50 drawing.   

September 29th-30th: Nashville, TN - AL Menah Shriners Car, Truck & Bike Show will be at Scoreboard Park-
ing Lot, 2408 Music Valley Drive, Nashville, TN. Registration starts at 8:00am, Trophies presented at 2:00pm. 
Entry fee $30.00, Rain or Shine!  Friday night Cruise-In & Poker Run. 7:00pm Start, 8:30pm Stop. $20.00 per 
hand, $10 optional card last stop. Saturday, 1st 100 entries receive a dash plaque. FREE 5x7 Photo with each 
entry, Club Participation Award, Hot Wings eating contest, Big Wheel races, Fun & games for everyone. All 
proceeds benefit the AL Menah Shrine Center. For more information, Call Kerry Fleenor 615-289-8272 or 
Geoff King 615-473-6087.   

September 30th: Mt. Juliet, TN - 2nd Annual Gladeville Methodist Church Car, Truck & Bike Show at 8770 

Stewarts Ferry Pike, Mt. Juliet, TN. Registration: 8:00am - Noon, Judging begins upon arrival, Dash Plaques for 
the 1st 100 entries, Trophies awarded at 1:00pm. Entry fee $20.00.  For more information, contact Jeff 
&  Michele Savage 615-566-2099 or Stephanie Pugh 615-476-6323. Fundraiser for the children & youth minis-
tries of Gladeville Methodist Church.          

 

(Courtesy Memory Lane Cruisers) 
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