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MESSAGE 

Fall and cooler weather has finally ar-
rived resulting in a plethora of car shows 
and cruise-ins (see pages 25-29). Also, 
pay special attention to page 9 about a 
picnic in Leipers Fork on Saturday, Octo-
ber 28th. It promises to be a not-to-miss 
event. 

This month we welcome new members 
Shawn and Anna Brennan of Henderson-
ville, TN, and they have a 1932 Ford Mod-
el B 5 window coupe. 

As I write this, it’s almost time for Her-
shey (a true sign of Autumn). I’m 
not going this year but Danny and 
Michael Driskell are going to sell 
parts to eager Early Ford V8ers. Wish 
them luck!...Mickey 

NEW MEMBERS 

Shawn and Anna Brennan 
1024 Harmony Lane 

Hendersonville, TN 37075-1736 
(714) 317-9943 

shawnbrennan360@gmail.com 
1932 Ford Model B Coupe 

(4 cylinder) 
Welcome to the club! 

Mickey Holton, Editor                                                  October 2023                        flatheadv897@gmail.com 

About that first Ford Sportsman  

(September newsletter) 

Steve Jordan sent this note:  

“I read a few years ago that this vehicle still exists and 
is owned by someone in the Model A Club in Hunts-

ville, Alabama! If I can locate the publication in which I 
read that, I will send it to you.” 
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MESSAGE FROM STEVE KRONEN, VP & CENTRAL DIRECTOR, EFV8CA 
 
Greetings to all, 
 
 As the driving season winds down I hope everyone has enjoyed their Early Ford as much 
as possible. I myself have taken my ‘53 Customline to as many regional group functions 
as I could. I have owned my "Ole Bessy" for twelve years and I still get a kick of how  en-
joyable it is to drive her down the road. Soon, some of us will retreat to the garage to 
tinker with our pride and joy as winter is fast approaching. I am in the process of restor-
ing a 1947 Ford Club Coupe Convertible. This restoration takes most if not all my time 
these days. My hope is to have her done for next years National Meets, either Auburn or 
Clayton.  
 
The National Board has been working to keep our club moving into the future. As our 
numbers decrease, we encourage our membership to get out with your car to recruit 
new members to continue this great club. Your car is the perfect way to strike up a con-
versation with an interested person in the Early Ford club. The board can only do so 
much to advertise our club. We need as many members to "get out the word" so to 
speak. Everywhere I go with my 53, I get at least one person who offers a "nice car" or 
another complement. I carry business cards with my regional group information which I 
offer to anyone who shows interest in these cars. 
  
In closing I want to thank everyone I interacted with at this year’s Grand National Meet. I 
so enjoy our National Meets, driving to and reconnecting with some of the nicest people 
I have ever met. 
 
Attached you will find the National Board meeting minutes for you to share with your 
regional group. Also, you will be receiving a E-mail that I will forward from President Rick 
Claybaugh regarding Insurance for regional group officers. Its that time of the year for 
renewal of your RG's coverage for the officers. And lastly, the national club is requesting 
all regional groups send in a current copy of your roster. Another attachment will explain 
the process and need for these rosters. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Steven Kronen 
EFV8CA 
Vice President 
Central Director   
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Member Car of the Month 

Gil and Karen Vigil 

Joelton, TN 

 

GIL AND KAREN VIGIL’S 1934 FORD 

This month’s  Car of the Month is Gil and Karen Vigil’s 1934 
Ford Sedan. Yes, this ‘34 is highly modified and it’s not Ford 
powered but it is still a Ford and we can live with that! You 
don’t even have to have a Ford to belong to the EFV8CA and 
the Volunteer V8 Ford Club so we are happy to have Gil and 
Karen and their cars (they also have a ‘32 coupe) as mem-
bers. Gil is an recognized expert in custom interiors and has 
been involved with several members cars restoration, my ‘48 
coupe included. 

Here’s what Gil had to say about his ‘34: “I Bought the car 
out of California from a collection and had it shipped to me 
here in Joelton where I took the car apart to rewire and to 
make more room in the engine bay by moving the firewall 
back 1.75 inches. I went through the motor, a 241 Hemi with 
a 5-speed transmission, and replaced the original Stromberg 
97’s with new ones.  

“I am in the middle of re-doing the interior. When I received 
it, the interior was pretty much gutted. Before the car was 
built the body came out of Tennessee and was in pretty bad 
shape. Kirk Hannet did his magic and got the body presenta-
ble again. He chopped and channeled it and raised the rear 
fender wells 4 inches. The whole floor was replaced, along 
with both door bottoms. 

 
“The car was chopped and channeled over the frame,  has a 
metal louvered top insert, a Winters quick change rear end 
and Stewart Warner gauges.” 

 

 

1934 Ford 
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AACA Picnic at Jerry and Christie Bowens’ Schoolhouse 

September 9th, 2023 

The Battlefield AACA Club sponsored a picnic at the restored schoolhouse on property of Jer-
ry and Christie Bowens on Leiper’s Creek Road near Leiper’s Fork. Several members of the 
Volunteer V8 Ford Club who are also members of the Battlefield group attended...Danny and 
Sharon Driskell, Mickey Holton, Jim and Mary Morinec, Don and Lori Potter and, of course, 
hosts Jerry and Christie Bowen. 

In an email to attendees the outing was described as follows: “Apart from the fabulous vin-
tage schoolhouse setting and just the scenic grounds in total, Jerry & Christie were exception-
al hosts who assured everyone was greeted, comfortable and had everything they needed to 
start the picnic off right. Try as we may for the few who showed early to help set up, this was 
already completed by our very gracious hosts. 
Most of the members did arrive in antique cars and all seemed to arrive pretty timely so that 
by the time the noon hour rolled around there were plenty of hearty appetites to take in the 
Taco spread with all the fixin's. Jerry Bowen offered a brief history about the vintage school-
house he & Christie restored on their property, followed by a prayer before everyone was 
served. 
We were blessed with great weather, good friends, and so many gaping maws at all the beau-
tiful scenery observed on the Bowen premises. Jerry owns one of the original 1925 Yellow-
stone National Park tour buses sitting on a WHITE truck chassis and offered several rides 
around the property--------literally over the creek and thru the woods for some really great 
views.” 

 
 

 

 

Jerry and Christie Bowens’ ‘51 convertible  and ‘35 Phaeton 
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As I said in the feature on Pages 4 and 5, Jerry and Christie Bowen hosted a pic-

nic for the Battlefield AACA on September 9th. It was such a great day and won-

derful visit and picnic that I asked Jerry if there was any chance the Volunteer V8 

Ford Club might also have an opportunity to hold a picnic there and he agreed to 

make it available for us. 

Plans are being made now for a catered picnic to be held on the grounds of the 

restored schoolhouse (see picture above)  on Jerry and Christie’s property on 

Saturday October 28th, 2023, beginning at 11:30 AM. The Fall season 

should be in full swing by then and leaves should near peak color.  

More detailed plans and directions to the schoolhouse will be sent later.  We 

will need to know in advance how many plan to attend in order for the caterer 

to know how much food to prepare. If you think you will attend, please let us 

know how many as soon as you can by emailing me at flatheadv897@gmail.com 

or texting to 615-815-9203. 

 

V8s IN LEIPERS FORK 

Saturday, October 28th, 2023 

Hosts: 

Jerry and Christie Bowen 

5830 Leipers Creek Road 

Columbia, TN 38401 

 

M A K E  P L A N S  TO  AT T E N D !  
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UPDATE ON JIM BYNUM’S ‘41 COUPE… 

….getting closer and closer! 
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Not too much longer!  
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...and while I’m on the subject of Jim Bynum’s ‘41 Coupe, here’s a copy of the “Bill of Sale” 
Jim got from the owner of the car when he bought it in 1971 when he was a senior in high 
school. Bet you can’t buy one like it for the price he paid in 1971! 

(Above) Price of the car alone... 

 

 

Extra parts he bought 

 

 

Total: 

103.00 

+ 39.50 

$ 142.50 

 

Now, that’s a bargain! 
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H E  TO O K  H O R S E S  F R O M  B U G G I E S  

The Greyhound, Arlington, TX, RG #6 
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Courtesy of Hoosier Views, May 2023, Indiana RG #56 
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The Miller-Ford V8 Indy Cars 

By A. Wayne Ferens 

Images Courtesy of the Henry Ford, Ferens Collection 

 

In the 1920s, Harry A. Miller gained a reputation as a builder of race cars that domi-

nated American motor racing, winning 72 of the 92 major U.S., races including the In-

dianapolis 500. During the Great Depression, Miller’s business in Los Angeles, Califor-

nia, fell on hard times and declared bankruptcy in 1933. Harry Miller then teamed up 

with Indianapolis 500 enthusiast Preston Tucker (who later created his own 1948 

Tucker automobile), and in 1935, the formed Miller and Tucker, Inc., whose first con-

tract job was to build ten modi-

fied stock block racers for Ford 

Motor Company. The streamlined 

150 horsepower, front wheel 

drive Miller-Fords were designed 

and built to race in the 1935 Indy 

500. When completed, they were 

arguably the most beautiful and 

advanced racing cars of the 

day...built at a cost of $7,500 each. However, the deal with Henry and Edsel Ford was-

n’t finalized until February of 1935, just three months before the race. 

In the early 1930s, Ford Motor Company was pushing a performance image for their 

car line with the newly introduced side-valve V8, and several cars were already com-

peting at Indy using this new engine. Ford was already familiar with the Bohn Alumi-

num and Brass Corporation in Detroit, who supplied both high quality aluminum and 

brass castings to many car and truck manufacturers in the area. In 1934, Bohn spon-

sored the Bohnalite Indy Special that was entered in the 500 using a modified version 

of the Ford V8. The Indy racer was built on a 1932 Ford Chassis using stock suspension 

components featuring split front wishbones (later used by hot rodders for decades). 

The Indy race also featured Bohn’s own Bohnalite aluminum racing cylinder heads 

and .030” over pistons giving a 8.5:1 compression ration. A specially designed intake 

manifold was installed using two Stromberg 97 carburetors mounted sideways. The 

two-man car qualified with a speed of 109.252 mph driven by Chet Miller and his me-
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chanic Eddie Tynan. 

After the deal was struck on January, 28, 1935, with Henry and Edsel Ford, parts and 

needed equipment did not arrive at he Miller-Tucker shop in Dearborn until March, 

giving Miller and his team the near impossible task of building and testing the 10 race 

cars in less than 60 days. 

The genius of Miler’s de-

sign included a chassis 

with front wheel drive, 

based on a car he de-

signed and raced at Indy 

in 1922. He would also 

debut four-wheel inde-

pendent front suspension, 

and to reduce weight and 

drag would use wing-

shaped cast aluminum 

suspension pieces and a body that ended in a tapered boat tail rear. The cars would 

belower to the ground (lower center of gravity) due to the lack of a drive shaft that 

would enhance stability in the fast corners at Indy. 

Miller used the 21-stud” cast iron Ford 221 cu. In. V8 stock block with Bohn aluminum 

high-compression (9.5:1) non-standard 4-ring pistons. A special racing cam and a pair 

of Bohn aluminum “Bohnalite” cylinders heads were also installed. Feeding the air-

fuel mixture was an aluminum intake manifold with four Stromberg 97 carburetors 

mounted sideways, lining up the fuel bowls with the centrifugal force on the turns. 

The engine and two-speed transmission assembly was mounted 180 degrees (back to 

front) that moved weight rearward to create a better balanced car. In racing form, the 

engine produced 150 bhp at 5000 rpm compared to the standard 1935 production en-

gine rated at 85hp. Pressed for time, only five Miller-Fords were race ready in time to 

qualify for the 500. 

On paper, the Miller-Ford Indy cars looked like winners, but the short development 

time would prove costly. The cars were slower than the competition, and just four of 

the five completed racers qualified. Henry and Edsel were not happy, and the pres-

sure was on Miller and Tucker, especially when the qualifying cars started the 23rd 

running of the event in 26th, 27th, 29th and 33rd place while being paced by a Ford 

Model 48 convertible. 
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Three of the four Miller-Fords were out before the first 250 miles were completed. 

The last cars, #43 driven by Ted Horn, dropped out on lap 145, but did manage to 

place 16th due to attrition. All the cars shared a common problem that could have 

been remedied with some extra test time...the steering box was located too close to 

thye engine and heated to the point where the grease melted and the gears expand-

ed, locking the steering wheel in the driver’s hands. 

Henry and Edsel Ford, expecting better results, ordered all 10 race cars sent back to 

Detroit and secured in a warehouse, where they remained for several years until be-

ing sold off to privateer teams. Not only were Henry and Edsel Ford upset and embar-

rassed by the poor showing at Indy, they were outraged with the $117,000 bill sent by 

Miler-Tucker for developing the racers. 

(In addition) the Speedway wanted to highlight a 

more affordable car for the 135,000 spectators 

attending the event. Ford was invited to provide the 

car for the 1935 race and came in with their most 

expensive Ford Model 48 convertible. With a wheel-

base of 112 inches, it was powered by the same 221 

cu. In. 90-degree L-head, cast iron V8 that basically 

powered all ten Miller-Ford Indy specials. It pro-

duced 85 horsepower at 3800 rpm as compared to  150 bhp at 5000 rpm for the Indy 

engine. The Model 48 was driven by race driver Harry Mack and the Honorary Refer-

ee was Amelia Earhart. 

Finally, the 1935 Indy  500 proved to be the worst regarding  fatalities, despite 

attempts to improve participant safety. Helmets were made mandatory in 1935 and 

green and tallow lights were installed around the track. Two drivers and a mechanic 

were killed in practice sessions. In addition, driver Clay Weatherly lost his life during 

the race. Philadelphia native Kelly Petillo won the 1935  Indy 500 in he Offy-powered 

Gilmore Speedway Special averaging 106.240 mph and received $33,000 in winnings. 

 

Bibliography: 

Fox, Jack. “The Illustrated History of the Indy 500.: 1994 

Ferens, A. Wayne. “Ford Indy Pace Cars.” 2018 

Indy 500  Memorial homepage: Indianapolis Motor Speedway History 

Blazier, John E. and Rollins, Tom. “Forgotten Heroes of the Speedways: The Riding Mechanics.” 1994. 

Long Island, NY, Regional Group # 21, June 2023 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST! 

From  HOW TO BE AN EXPERT DRIVER 

By Al Roper, Ford Motor Company, 1949 

Hoosier Views, Indiana RG #56 
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TECHNICAL  TIP 

 
By Nyall Price 
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From the June 2023 newsletter...The Southern V8er..of the Southern Kiwi (New Zealand) Regional Group 
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IN THE KITCHEN... 

The Headliner, Northern Ohio RG #20 

Note: Crisco is the recommended 

shortening and the oven temper-

ature should be 350 degrees. 
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Local Car Shows in October 

October 1st: Franklin, TN - 34th Annual AACA Battlefield Car, Truck & Motorcycle Show at The Factory at 

Franklin, 230 Franklin Road, Franklin, TN. Registration: 9:00am - 1:00pm, Trophies & Awards to follow. Rain or 

Shine!!!! Entry fee $20.00 per vehicle. This year they added more classes! The 1st 150 entrants will receive a 

Goodie Bag, 50/50 drawing. For more information call Allison Bender 615-547-4347.   

 

October 7th: Smyrna, TN - 3rd Annual Sam Davis Car Show at 1399 Sam Davis Road, Smyrna, TN. Hosted by 

Mid-Tenn Hot Rodders. Registration 9:00am - Noon, Awards at 4:00pm. Entry fee $20.00, first 50 cars will re-

ceive a dash plaque. Other activities include: Swap Meet (spaces $25.00 per spot), 50/50 Raffle, Food, Music. 

For more information, contact Mike 615-848-4232 or Christy 615-427-1949.  See the flyer for a list of the 

Judging categories.  

 

October 7th: Fairview, TN - 2nd Annual First Baptist Church of Fairview Car Show.  located at 7310 Overbey 

Road , Fairview Tn. All asphalt parking. Inside air conditioned space available with bathrooms. Entry fee - $20. 

Top 20 People's Choice trophies, Best in Show, and Pastor's Choice. Registration: 8:00am - Noon, Trophies at 

2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Lunch available. Profits go to support our Men's Ministry. All cars and trucks welcome. 

For additional information call Devin Stover 301-712-0939 or via email at devinlstover@gmail.com.    

  

October 7th: Red Boiling Springs, TN - 14th Annual Harvest Fellowship Church Car Show at 618 Bennett Hill 

Road, Red Boiling Springs, TN. Registration 8:00am - Noon, Awards at 2:00pm, Rain Date October 14th. Wel-

come all cars, trucks and more. Entry fee $15.00 Donation & $10.00 for each additional Entry. For more infor-

mation, call John Davis 931-510-1280 or Nick Deaton 615-561-5904 or Angie Anderson 615-633-6253 or Jim-

my Ford 615-655-7905.    

 

October 7th: Lynchburg, TN - Cruisin the Hollow by Whiskey Runners in historic Lynchburg, Home of Jack 

Daniel's Distillery. Times: 10:00am - 2:00pm, Dash plaques to cruisers, Food, Cash Prizes, 50/50 drawing, Cake 

Walk, DJ Music by Good Time Sounds. For more information, contact Rick Cook 931-703-2644 or James Myers 

931-808-7482. All profits goes to local Programs and Individuals in need.  

 

October 14th: Joelton, TN - HARPER ROAD FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH CAR SHOW will be at 7130 Harper 
Road, Joelton, TN. Registration: 8:00am - Noon, Judging starts at 11:00am. Great Food available, 1st 100 en-
tries receive a dash plaque and goody bag. Entry fee BY DONATION. Proceeds will benefit a new Youth Build-
ing. For more info, contact Randall Hayes 615-207-6486 or Randy Malecha 615-477-6524 or Steven Steele 615
-305-8860.  All makes and models of cars, trucks, motorcycles welcome!    More info later.  

mailto:devinlstover@gmail.com
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October 14th: Clarksville TN: 29th Annual Autumn Run Car Show: Hosted by Memory Lane Cruisers. NEW 
LOCATION!!!! Valor Hall & Convention Center, 105 Walter Garrett Lane, Oak Grove, KY. Welcome all Classic 
cars, Muscle Cars, Street Rods, Trucks, Rat Rods, Street tuners, Motorcycles and Projects in Pro-
gress. Registration Fee BY DONATION and Starts 8:00am - Noon,  TOP 20 Awards + 10 Classes + Best of Show, 
Ladies Choice & Kids Choice. All vehicles will be judged. 1st & 2nd Places in the following categories: Ameri-
can / Import / Low-Rider / Motorcycle / Muscle / Discontinued Make / Pre-War / Rat Rod / Truck / Under 
Construction. Also Grand Prize, Door Prizes & 50/50 drawing. A portion of the proceeds will benefit Operation 
Stand Down & First Responders in Montgomery County. For more information, Call Kathy Rueger 309-838-
1896 or Becky Merrill 575-680-0396  

October 14th: LaVergne, TN - Stones River Baptist Church Benefit Car & Truck Show at Streetside Classics, 
6000 Reliance Drive. Registration: 9:00am - Noon, Showtime: 9:00am - 3:00pm, Entry fee $20.00. The show 
benefits "The Heart of Hearing", a charity to provide hearing aids to young professional, who cannot afford 
them. 30+ Trophies to be awarded, Divisions for all makes, models and years, Music, Trivia Challenges for 
prizes, Custom made souvenirs and concessions. Meaghan Thomas from Channel 2 will be present. Photos 
opportunity with Meaghan with you and your car. For more information, email 
Bob robertj.hobart@gmail.com   

October 14th: Lebanon, TN - Slush Motorsports Festival at the Nashville Super Speedway, 4847-F McCrary 

Road, Lebanon, TN. Activities include: Car show, Drag Racing, Drifting, Roll Racing, Hot Laps, Burnouts, Two 
Step competition. . 

 October 14th: Portland, TN - Cruisin' For Missions Car Show at Halltown General Baptist Church, 120 Dink 

Rut Road, Portland, TN. Times: 9:00am - 2:00pm, Entry fee $20.00, Goody Bags for the 1st 50 cars registered. 
Door Prizes, 50/50 drawing, Food Trucks, Vendor booths. Awards include: Pastor's Choice / Ladies Choice / 
Most Unique and Oldest Entry. For more information, call 615-325-3768.  

October 14th: Erin, TN - 3rd Annual Car Show by Houston County Lions Club at Houston County Middle 

School, 3460 W. Main Street, Erin, TN.  Pre-Register by October 9th for only $18.00 1st vehicle / $15.00 for 
2nd vehicle. Day of Show $25.00 1st vehicle / $18.00 2nd vehicle. Awards include: 26 Classes listed on flyer. 
To pre-register mail form to Frank Young, 6 E. Hurricane Road, Tennessee Ridge, TN 37178.    

October 14th: Old Hickory, TN - St. Stephen's Inaugural Classic & Vintage Cruise-In at 14544 Lebanon Road, 

Old Hickory, TN. Rain Date: October 28th. Times: 8:00am - 3:00pm. NO Entry Fee!! For more information, call 
John Siebel 615-521-1851.   

October 15th: Lebanon, TN - Annual Wilson Bank & Trust Oktoberfest Antique Car Show More information 

to follow  

October 15th: Hendersonville, TN - CARS for CASA Inaugural Car Show at Hazel Path Commons, 393 E. Main 

Street, Hendersonville, TN. Pre-Register entry fee $25.00 / Same day $30.00. To Pre-Register, Scan the QR 
Code on   FLYER . Vendor spots $50.00. Times:1:00pm - 4:00pm. For more information, 
email casa@sumnercasa.org   

October 21st: Hermitage, TN - Midnight Rodders 34th Annual Color Cruise at Kohl's parking lot in Her-

mitage, TN. (Besides Stones River Bridge). Meet at 8:00am, Cruise pulls out at 9:00am SHARP!!!! Be sure to 
pack a picnic lunch. This is a FUN RUN.........NO fees!  Just fun!    

October 21st: Greenbrier, TN - Rumble in the Brier Car Show & Fall Fest at Louise Martin City Park, 2300 Old 
Greenbrier Road, Greenbrier, TN. Times: 10:00am - 3:00pm. Swap Meet, Live Entertainment, Food trucks, 
Vendors, 50/50 Raffle, Bouncy House & More. Registration $20.00 Pre-Registration all Vehicles / $25.00 Day 

of Show. .  

mailto:robertj.hobart@gmail.com
http://www.memorylanecruisers.net/2023%20Flyers/October%2015%20hendersonville%20carshow3.jpg
mailto:casa@sumnercasa.org
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October 21st: Goodlettsville, TN - 10th Annual Cruisin 4 Cure Show & Shine at 1000 Rivergate Pkwy, Good-

lettsville, TN. (2 Mile Pkwy entrance). Best of Show Awards, Entry fee $30.00. For more information, call Mr. 

Mike 615-681-1069.   

October 21st: Smyrna, TN - Car Show presented by Mid-Tenn American Muscle at Crusader Autoworks, 307 

Hazelwood Drive, Smyrna, TN.  Registration: 8:00am - 11:00am, Judging: 11:00am - 2:00pm, Awards at 

2:00pm. Entry fee $20.00, Dash Plaques to the 1st 100 entrants, Best of Show wins a custom wrapped Electric 

Guitar!!! Specialty Awards including Best: Muscle Car Stock / Muscle Car Original / Street Rod / Rat Rod / 

Truck / Jeep / Import / Modern Motorcycle / Custom Motorcycle / Under Construction & TOP 20. All makes 

and models and bikes are welcome to attend!   

October 28th - Franklin, TN:  The ELKS Lodge #72  and the Music City AACA presents the 13th Annual MO-

TORFEST (formerly Spooks & Spokes) Charity Car, Truck , Motorcycle and Bicycle Show. Show location is The 

ELKS Lodge #72 at 485 Oak Meadow Drive (off S. Royal Oaks Blvd., just south of Hwy. 96 near the Home De-

pot) in Franklin. Show is open to all cars, trucks, motorcycles, bicycles and specialty vehicles.  Registration is 

$20 per vehicle from 8 am to noon. Peopleï¿½s Choice Top 30, Specialty and Best of Show Awards presented 

by 2 pm.  Free for spectators.  All paved show parking.  Rain or shine!   Food available with indoor 

seating. Silent Auction and net proceeds from the show equally benefit the food banks at GraceWorks Minis-

tries and One Generation Away in Franklin, TN. Non-perishable food and cash donations appreciated.  This 

event supports two great local charities helping fight hunger in our communities!  Trophies graciously provid-

ed by our friends at Oï¿½Reilly Auto Parts. For more information, Contact: Paul Collins at 615-642-5822 

or pcollins@sullivanengineering.com        

mailto:pcollins@sullivanengineering.com
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QUALITY 

CLOCK REPAIR! 


