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MESSAGE 

I’m writing this soon after our “Cars and 
Coffee” at the Driskell’s where we welcomed 
a visitor from New Jersey, Jack Diana (see 
pages 11-13). It turned out to be a great day 
and I wish more could have come. In this 
month’s newsletter you’ll read a remarkable 
story by a new member to our group and his 
remarkable car.  Don’t forget that dues for 
2024 are due...check and/or cash acceptable. 
There’s a lot of  good information and pretty 
pictures in this issue and I hope you enjoy it. 

I wish all of you a very Merry Christmas with 
your families and a Happy New Year. Let’s 
look forward to another great year for the 
Volunteer V8 Ford Club!...Mickey 

No argument here! 

October 31, 2023 

Dear Mickey, I drove 
back from the Bow-
ens’ (Leipers Fork 
picnic), following 
Terry and Mike Es-
terday in their ‘35 
coupe. Our cars 
were loosely mixed 
in with modern 
traffic much of the 
way. Cars and trucks 
are a lot better to-

day, but they aren’t 1/100th as stylish as 
Fords from the 30s! 

                                             Steve Jordan 

Merry Christmas To All !  

Steve Jordan’s ‘33 Coupe 
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Yes! Dues for 2024 will come due as of January 2024. 

Dues for 2024 are $20.00 

If you wish to remain a member for  

another year please remit 

 $20.00 in check or cash to: 

 

VOLUNTEER V8 FORD CLUB 

P.O. BOX 3011 

BRENTWOOD, TN 37024 

 

Remember, too, that membership in the Volunteer V8 

Ford Club requires that you must also be a member in 

good standing in the Early Ford V8 Club of America. 

Check the expiration date on the address label that 

comes with the V-8 TIMES to see if you need to re-

new your membership there, too. 

 

I also check on members expiration dates and have 

sent some of you reminders and will continue to do 

that on a regular basis, at least a month in advance 

of your membership expiration. 

 

DUES! 
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N O T I C E ! !  N O T I C E ! !  N O T I C E ! !  
The Volunteer V8 Ford Club will  have some spaces at the Stones River swap in February, so if  you 

have some items or parts you would like to sell ,  please let us know!  
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I took title to my father’s 1941 Lincoln Continental in August 

2020 during the pandemic after it had become unsafe for him to 

continue driving due to infirmities of old age and illness. He pur-

chased this car in the summer of 2002 and owned it and babied 

it for the next 18 years. He was very proud of this car which we 

all referred to in our family simply as “the Lincoln.” My father 

died in November 2021 two days after his 90th birthday and a 

little over a year after handing the Lincoln over to me. 

To understand how I ended up with the Lincoln, you need to 

know a little bit more about my father and his love and appreci-

ation for old Fords. In the summer of 1947 when he was 15 my 

father found a job that he really loved - working at filling station 

owned by G. C. English located on Harding Road (at the present 

location of the Belle Meade City Hall). He wrote that he didn’t 

know too much about what he was doing but he had a lot of fun 

and had dealings with many people. The owner, Mr. English, 

was friendly, patient, and very understanding. 

The next summer, my father had learned much more about me-

chanics and the service station business. While working at this 

job he became very interested in cars and what made them run. 

That summer, he earned and saved enough of his money to buy 

a Model A Ford at age 16 which became the light of his life. The 

other men who worked at the service station helped him to get 

the car running, and he painted the body light blue. His parents 

put a top on the car made from bright red canvas. A worker at 

his home immediately named the car “Ida Red” upon first sight 

and it was known as “Ida Red” thereafter. 

Some of this information comes from my father’s autobiography 

that he wrote in 1949 during his senior year of high school at 

The Webb School in Bell Buckle, TN. Unbeknownst to my broth-

ers and me, my father saved and kept his autobiography stored 

in his bedroom closet at his home for decades. One of my broth-

ers located it while cleaning out the closet shortly before my 

parents sold their home in 2021. It is a very interesting docu-

ment and more importantly, I discovered that he dedicated his 

high school autobiography -- not to his parents or family -- but 

to his Model A Ford. He writes: “To Ida Red – who is a nightmare 

to those who know her only by sight or sound – but who to me 

is the realization of a fond dream I affectionately dedicate this 

book.” 

Fast forward to the summer of 1999. My father (who was at 

retirement age then) purchased a 1931 Model A closed cab 

pickup from a gentleman in Charlotte, TN. It is apparent to me 

that my father must have been attempting to re-live his Ida Red 

glory years through the purchase of his birth-year Model A. He 

paid $4,500 for this truck and spent about $4,500 too much con-

sidering the shape the truck was in when he brought it home. 

The truck had been stored outside in a barn and the engine 

Ed Davies’ (my father’s) 1941 Lincoln Continental 
By Reynolds Davies 

 

M e m b e r  C a r  o f  t h e  M o n t h  

1 9 4 1  L i n c o l n  C o n t i n e n t a l  

R e y n o l d s  a n d  D e n a  D av i e s  

N a s hv i l l e ,  T N  
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block was ruined from freezing as water had been left in the 

engine when it was stored. The vehicle was unrestored, and did 

not run, but it was mostly complete. He then spent the next 3 

years restoring the truck. He and a friend removed the engine 

and shipped it to Ron Kelley in Texas to be rebuilt with a new 

block. While the engine was in Texas, he worked on the body 

and the frame removing and replacing many parts (brakes, 

springs, shocks, steering, etc.) to get the truck road worthy 

again. The rebuilt engine was returned from Texas in 2000, was 

reinstalled, and ran great. My Dad could take short drives in the 

Model A around his neighborhood, but he was never able to get 

the Model A road worthy enough or in a reliable state to take 

longer trips. 

Then, in the summer of 2002, one of my brother’s friends had an 

in-law in Morristown, TN (Mr. Stuckwish) who wanted to sell his 

’41 Lincoln. The friend knew that my father had an interest in 

old cars through his work on the Model A and contacted him 

about purchasing the Lincoln. My father contacted the seller and 

eventually went to Morristown at the end of July 2002 where he 

purchased the Lincoln for $14,800 and arranged for it to be de-

livered to his home in Nashville. However, once he purchased 

the Lincoln, the Model A pickup quickly played second fiddle. 

Mr. Stuckwish owned the Lincoln from 1971 to 2002 when he 

sold it to my father. I don’t have a complete history of the car, 

but handwritten notes in the repair manual for Lincoln V-12 en-

gines (which came with the car) indicate the Lincoln was pur-

chased in 1955 by W.C. Turner, Jr. of Chattanooga, TN who 

owned the car from 1955 until Mr. Stuckwish purchased the car 

in 1971. My father was told that the car was owned and used by 

a funeral home business in Chattanooga and per a brief Google 

search, I learned that Turner Funeral Home is the oldest funeral 

home in Chattanooga locally owned and operated by the found-

ing family. I don’t have any information about who owned the 

car from 1941 to 1955 or how the car ended up in East Tennes-

see initially. 

The Lincoln was apparently painted blue when it left the factory 

in 1941. Underneath some of the flaking black paint is a nice 

light metallic blue color. The black paint does not appear to be 

the original color, and someone later painted the car black using 

a black lacquer finish. I’m surmising that the car was painted 

black by Mr. Turner at some point for use in his family’s funeral 

home business. 

My father enjoyed driving this car for many years. Once he was 

driving the car on Belle Meade Boulevard and was pulled over 

by a Belle Meade policeman. He did not understand why he was 

being pulled over and fumbled for his registration and proof of 

insurance as the officer approached his car. Turns out, it was a 

slow day for police work as the policeman just wanted to chat 

about the car and wanted to see the engine. 

Although the Lincoln was shown at the 15th and 16th annual 

Mountaineer Antique Auto Club car shows in Maggie Valley, NC 

in 1982 and 1983, and at the 1st annual Cherokee Car show in 

1982 in Cherokee, NC, the Lincoln was not a show car when my 

father purchased it in 2002. It was more of a driver as it remains 

today. Still, it is a very elegant-looking car and is mostly original 

with many neat features including an “H series” V-12 engine that 

was used in many Lincolns from 1936-1947 rated at 125 HP – 

4000 rpm. It is also equipped with a float instead of a dipstick for 

checking the oil level, vacuum-tube AM radio, a floor operated 

switch for preset radio stations, a clock, push button door han-

dles, electric “cigar” lighters at every seat, a fan powered mani-

fold heater and defroster for the interior, and of course, the 

cowl vent, and three on the tree manual transmission. Many of 

the features and gauges no longer work, the black lacquer finish 

has “alligatored,” and the electrical wiring harness is worn and 

still needs to be replaced. 

Note: for a great slideshow of the Lincoln photographed and put 

Ed Davies and his 1931 Ford Model A  

pickup and his 1941 Lincoln Continental 



 7 

together by Steven Lowry of rustedbumper.com in October of 

this year, please check out the following YouTube link: https://

youtu.be/4xaO9jXOZtA. 

In October 2014, my father hired Mark Lambert to overhaul and 

rebuild the V-12 engine at his garage (old fire station) on Char-

lotte Pike. The engine was removed from the car, and the car 

was towed back to my father’s home (sans engine) for storage. 

Unfortunately, this proved to be a lengthy process taking several 

years to complete due to difficulty in removing all 24 valves 

(which required months of soaking in penetrating oil) and delays 

in obtaining parts needed for the rebuild. In December 2017, the 

rebuilt engine was finally re-installed in the car and the Lincoln 

was returned to my father. 

By that time my father was in his late 80s and near the end of 

his driving career. The Lincoln sat largely unused in his garage 

thereafter and went for long periods of time without being start-

ed or driven. The Model A pickup was also stored in the garage 

in many pieces and was being used as a home for my parents’ 

cat Rudy. It also had not been started or driven for many years. 

My mom decided that the Model A needed to go so she could 

use the garage for her car and my father reluctantly agreed and 

offered the Model A to me. I turned it down initially for many 

reasons: 1) I didn’t have the time to fool with it; 2) if I took it, I 

would want to put it back together immediately, get it running, 

and would obsess over it; and 3) I didn’t have a place to keep it. 

When I told my wife Dena that I had turned down the Model A, 

she said, “You did what? Why would you do that? That is your 

dad’s truck, and of course you are going to keep it!” I warned 

her that I was going to get it going again right away and would 

not store it in hundreds of pieces – the condition it was n when I 

removed the truck from the garage. 

I received the truck in October 2018 and (true to my word about 

obsession) was able to put it back together and get the engine 

running and the truck somewhat road worthy in time to give my 

father a ride in it one month later for his 87th birthday in No-

vember. Later, I rebuilt the bed of the truck, added an electric 

windshield wiper, glass for the missing windows in the doors, 

repaired the fuel gauge, replaced the generator and horn, and 

added new lights and taillights. I worked on the body and paint-

ed the truck in my driveway in May 2019 and took my father to 

purchase his Christmas tree in December 2019. 

My father informed my brothers and me at a family meeting in 

2019 that he felt he was suffering from dementia and was 

getting worse. He was worried about what to do with the Lincoln 

and wanted it to be removed from his garage right away in prep-

aration for clearing out his house and moving to a retirement 

center. My brothers had no interest in the car, and I could tell 

that my 

father wanted me to have it. When I stated that Dena wanted 

the Lincoln to go with the Model A, it was a done deal. My 

brothers are easy to deal with and we quickly worked out a 

swap where I took the Lincoln, and they took some of my fa-

ther’s other valued possessions. I feel that I got a much better 

deal than they did! 

The Lincoln is really a fun car to drive. The engine runs well 

(albeit a bit smoky) and has plenty of power. I feel like a celebri-

ty when I drive that car as many passing cars will honk, drivers 

and passengers will wave, and families with children out in their 

yards will run to the street to watch the Lincoln pass by. At inter-

sections, and 4-way stops, I often look up to find the drivers of 

the other cars holding their phones and taking photos and vide-

os of the Lincoln as I start off. At the gas station, other drivers 

want to know all about the car and will frequently ask if they can 

take pictures of the car. 

I am honored to be the caretaker of this car and my goal is to 

keep the Lincoln well-maintained as a functional, drivable car so 

that one of my children will want to keep it and I will be able to 
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pass it down too. I’m not interested in making it a show car – I 

want to get it into condition where it looks good, runs well, and 

where I will be able to take it on a long road trip without having 

to worry so much about breaking down. Right now, I have a 

sticky front brake that needs to be repaired before I can take it 

out again. I also want to repair some of the gauges that don’t 

work (namely, the fuel gauge), the radio, and the clock. I am 

thankful that my father got interested in these old cars going 

way back to his high school years in the 40s and his first 

car...“Ida Red.” I am also grateful that my wife Dena forcefully 

persuaded me to take his Model A pickup in hundreds of pieces 

and allowed me the space to put it back together again. Other-

wise, I probably would not be driving the Lincoln today. 

Pictures taken at Cars and Coffee... 

The pictures used above were taken by Steve Lowry. You 
can view these and more pictures of the Lincoln on You 
Tube/rustedbumper 
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THE 1941 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL 

The Lincoln Continental had a simple, clean, and elegant design that was initially 
conceived as a personal car for Edsel Ford for use at his winter home in Hobe 
Sound, Florida. It was instantly identifiable as a Lincoln and based on the Zephyr 
but had a seven-inch longer hood and the body sectioned to be 3 inches lower. 
The design was greeted with instant acclaim and was soon put into production.  

Production began as a 4-seat cabriolet followed shortly by a coupe, which quickly 
became more popular than the cabriolet. 

 

Only minor modifications were applied for the 1941 model year, such as the interi-

or and exterior door handles being of the push-button type. 400 examples of the 

Cabriolet were built at a base price of $2,780 while the coupe had a base price of 

$2,725 and 850 examples were built. The L-head 12-cylinder engine displaced 292 

cubic-inches and had four main bearings and a Holley downdraft two-barrel carbu-

retor. They had a three-speed transmission and Bendix hydraulic, internal expand-

ing brakes on all four wheels. The Lincoln Continental script was placed on the 

spare tire hubcap and on the hood. The road hubcaps had the Lincoln V-12 name. 

Lincoln produced 1,250 examples of the Lincoln Continental in 1941.  
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NEW JERSEY COMES A CALLIN’ TO TENNESSEE 

About a month or so ago, I received an email from a EFV8CA member from New Jersey...Jack Diana...who 
said he was going to be visiting his grandparents in the Nashville area during Thanksgiving and wondered if it 
would be possible to get together with some Volunteer V8ers while he was here. Yes, I said, that was possi-
ble and what was arranged was a “Cars and Coffee” at Danny Driskell’s garage on Saturday, November 25th. 
Some 25 members attended on a very nice November morning, met Jack and had a good time showing Jack 
some  Southern hospitality and, of course, their Early Ford V8s. Although we had enough donuts available for 
every one who attended, Jack was good enough to bring some delicious Italian pastries, which were a big hit. 
It was our pleasure to meet and know you, Jack, and we hope you had as good a time as we did. 

Jack Diana 

“Cars and Coffee,” November 25th, 2023 
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Jack and Cameron’s ‘36 

“Cars and Coffee,” November 25th, 2023 
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Thanks for coming, Jack! It was great to meet you! 
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A Visit to the Early Ford V8 Foundation and Museum 
Auburn, Indiana 

Danny Driskell and I delivered the 60 HP flathead engine that was donated to the Foundation and we had 
picked up in Covington, GA, a couple of months ago, in early November. Danny participated in a  Board of 
Trustees meeting held at the museum while we were there and I took advantage of the time to take some pic-
tures (no surprise!). What follows is a pictorial “tour” of the museum and many of the cars on display there. 

       The Early V8 Ford Foundation and Museum, Auburn IN                                        The Jerry Windle Event Center 
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These are just a few of the cars in the museum. I took pictures of every car there but, obviously, I can’t use them all here. 
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Early Ford V8 Foundation Board of Trustees Meeting 

Early Ford V8 Foundation Board of Trustees and attendees at the meeting 
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Delivery of the 60 HP Engine to the Ford Foundation and Museum 
(Donated by Lawson Cox, Covington, GA 



 18 



 19 



 20 

The Greyhound, Lone Star RG #6, November 2023 
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Technical Tip  

bait 

Long Island RG #21, November 2023 

   Hagerty also recommends looking at some other essentials for winter storage of longer 

  than three months: 
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Blast From The Past  
(Science and Invention, March 1930, By Alfred Caddell) 

 

Thanks to Steve Jordan 
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I n  t h e  K i t c h e n . . .  

Bent 8 News, RG #68. November 2023 



 24 Hoosier Views, Indiana RG #56, September 2023 
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Local Car Shows, Cruise-Ins, Etc. 

December 2nd: Pleasant View, TN - Annual Christmas Parade.  Line up starts at 9:00am behind City Hall 

(enter thru 24 Church) and Kicks off at 10:00am. There will be floats, cool classic cars, candy, toy drive and 

more. The Pleasant View Jeep Club will be collecting NEW unwrapped toys for the less fortunate children 

again this year. Please bring one or more!!! For more information, contact City Hall 615-746-0600.   

December 2nd: Mt. Pleasant, TN - Christmas Open House & Hot Rod Gathering at Rat Trap Racing & Technocraft Cabinets 

Facility, 1540 N. Main Street, Mt. Pleasant, TN. Times: 10:00am - 2:00pm, Rain or Shine! Jump in your hot rod, muscle car, trick 

truck or whatever cool ride you roll in, and join us for some high horsepower Christmas Fun! Also we are holding a food drive for 

our local food pantry. Please bring canned goods or non-perishable foods. Help us help the less fortunate.   

December 2nd: Murfreesboro, TN - Curves & Coffee TOY DRIVE at The Fountains at Gateway, 1500 Medical Center Park-
way, Murfreesboro, TN. Arrive at 9:00am, FREE admission. Bring a TOY and give JOY!  

Beginning Location: 1500 Medical Center Pkwy, Murfreesboro 
Final Destination: Whiskey Trail BBQ 413 Wilson Ave, Tullahoma 

Begins with a morning car meet and all classes of cars, trucks and bikes are invited to attend. You'll have plenty of time to min-
gle with old friends and make some new ones and early enough for temperatures to still be pleasant. Just when you're begin-
ning to get a little bored, we mount up and head off on a scenic cruise to end at an incredible lunch location.  
We will have a route planned with several photographers staged along the way to capture you and your ride as you pass by. To 
be clear, this is NOT a timed event nor intended to be a road rally. The suggested route will provide the photo ops but you can 
travel to the end location how ever you choose. We will provide you with map cards to keep it simple and prevent anyone from 
laboring to keep up. 

Once at our final destination, you will have some more time to socialize and fill your thirst and appetite at the best BBQ in the 
area. Be sure to bring a new, unwrapped gift.    

December 2nd: Lebanon, TN - Nashville Cars N Coffee at the Nashville Super Speedway. Times: 8:00am - 11:00am.  

December 9th: Lebanon, TN - C10 Club Tennessee Toy Drive at Wilson County Fairgrounds in the East/West Building on the 

Tennessee Blvd side. Inside this year!!! Please bring an unwrapped toy to donate. We will also have silent auction for gift cards for 

the bigger kids/families. A Taco truck will be on-site for lunch. In the  silent auction the big ticket items will be a Snowden Seat and 

a TinWorks Fabrication frame stiffner, plus many other items  
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Expert  

Clock 

Repair! 


