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Mickey Holton, Editor                                           January 2024                                  flatheadv897@gmail.com 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

MESSAGE 

As 2023 comes to end and 2024 fast ap-
proaches, it is time, I think, to reflect on 
many things, some personal and some not so 
personal. I truly hope this past year has been 
a good and prosperous for you an your fami-
ly and that you did not experience many, if 
any, difficulties. Knowing most of you as I 
do, I feel certain you made the very best of 
any situation you faced. 

As far as the Volunteer V8 Ford Club is con-
cerned, and I realize that it is well down the 
list of your concerns, I hope the club met all 
your expectations and provided enjoyable 
and  stimulating events. We most certainly 
intend to continue doing so in 2024. We wel-
come your suggestions and encourage you to 
be active in the club as much as is possible. 

                   With best regards, Mickey Holton 
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NEW MEMBERS! 

George Ross 
Gale Ross 

2808 Critz Lane 
Thompson Station, TN 
37179—615-202-3124 
geross1@comcast.net 

WELCOME TO THE CLUB! 

Rama Renegar 
927 Deer Run Rd 

Murfreesboro, TN, 37128 
407-509-8335 

ragener@hotmail.com 
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DUES! 
Yes! Dues for 2024 will come due by the end January 2024. 

Dues for 2024 are $20.00 

If you wish to remain a member for  

another year please remit 

 $20.00 in check or cash to: 

 

VOLUNTEER V8 FORD CLUB 

P.O. BOX 3011 

BRENTWOOD, TN 37024 

 

Remember, too, that membership in the Volunteer V8 

Ford Club requires that you must also be a member in 

good standing in the Early Ford V8 Club of America. 

Check the expiration date on the address label that 

comes with the V-8 TIMES to see if you need to renew 

your membership there, too. 

 

I also check on members expiration dates and have 

sent some of you reminders and will continue to do 

that on a regular basis, at least a month in advance of 

your membership expiration. 
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N O T I C E ! !  N O T I C E ! !  N O T I C E ! !  
The Volunteer V8 Ford Club will  have some spaces at the Stones River swap in February, so if  you 

have some items or parts you would like to sell ,  please let us know!  
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M E M B E R   C A R  O F  T H E  M O N T H  
Ro n  a n d  D i a n n e  H o p e  

M t .  P l e a s a n t ,  T N  
1 9 4 9  F o r d  Tu d o r  D e L u xe  S e d a n  

“ C a r  o f  t h e  Ye a r ! ”  

(Editor’s note) Ron Hope became a member of the Early Ford V8 Club of America and the Vol-
unteer V8 Ford Club in February, 2023, when he and Danny Driskell were having lunch at Bish-
op’s meat and three (a local eatery in the Cool Springs area of Franklin, TN), and Danny no-
ticed a patch on Ron’s jacket that had “Bonneville 200 MPH” on it. They struck up a conversa-
tion and Danny found out that Ron has a 1949 Ford he had acquired in 2017 in California and 
brought to Tennessee. This information led, of course, to Ron becoming a member of the 
EFV8CA and the Volunteer V8 Ford Club.  

Ron, we learned, has a dragster speed shop in Mt, Pleasant, TN, Rat Trap Racing, and has been 
active in dragster racing and activities for many years and has established many speed records 
at Bonneville and other tracks in the United States and other countries. He is, quite literally, a 
real “big shot” in the dragster world! (check out: https://fuelcurve.com/rat-trap-50-years-craziness/) 

To make a long story short, Ron invited club members to Rat Trap Racing in early December 
(see my write-up on pages 10-13 in this newsletter) for their annual Christmas Open House 
and it was there we first laid eyes on Ron’s 1949 Ford Tudor DeLuxe Sedan. Of course, I asked 
Ron for a story about his ‘49 for this newsletter and I’m happy to be running it here for you to 
enjoy, too. 

Hello Mickey...This is a brief history of the 1949 Ford Deluxe that 
you saw on Saturday. I have had the car since 2017, it was given 
to me by my son and daughter-in-law. I had been searching for a 
‘49 for sometime, and the car was found in California by our 
good friend Toni Thacker. It was sitting under a shed beside a 
building in Pomona, CA. 

  
The specifics of the car are as follows; it was found with 
approximately 54,000 original miles, it is a Ford 2 door 
sedan deluxe and ordered without radio or heater. The 
car was last registered in California in 1981 and had sat 
pretty much since early 1982. When discovered the car 
had a considerable amount of dirt and grime due to the 
fact it had been sitting for a lengthy amount of time. It 

Rat Trap Racing, Mt. Pleasant, TN 
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was equipped with 16 inch tires, which were standard for 1949, 
and was in absolutely excellent condition. We transported the 
car to Whittier, California, where we were able to get it running 
and then transported the car to Tennessee. Since the car has 
been in Tennessee I have worked hard to preserve it’s authen-
ticity. I have re-wired the entire car with wire looms provided 
by various manufacturers, all exact to original standards. I also 
converted the vehicle to 12 volt and replaced most of the rub-
ber around parking lights, windows, taillights, etc. I did add 15 
inch wheels and dual exhaust. 
  
I found the vehicle to be like a time capsule as I explored the 
glove box and ashtray I discovered various service records dat-
ed in the 1950’s. I find this car to be truly a treasure, as my par-
ents had a car the same color, also a 2 door sedan they bought 
new in 1949. I look forward to its completion so that I may be 
able to more actively participate in vintage Ford events. 
  
Sincerely, Ron 

Above: Ron Hope 
with his 1949 Ford 
Tudor DeLuxe Se-
dan. 

Left: Ron and Di-
anne Hope 

Five views of   

Ron Hope’s 

1949 Tudor  

DeLuxe 

Sedan 
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The 1949 FORD 

THE ICONIC 1949 FORD BRINGS AWARD-WINNING DESIGN 

TO THE LINE-UP AFTER THE END OF WORLD WAR II.  

Following World War II, Ford Motor Company 
transitioned itself from a military manufactur-
ing hub back to the consumer vehicle builder 
it had been previously. The 1949 Ford was the 
first post-war vehicle the company produced 
fea-

turing a completely new design, under Henry Ford 
II’s leadership, and created by famed industrial and 
automotive designer, George Walker.  

Walker sought to combat the existing bulkiness that 
was common in vehicle designs at that time. He and 
his team designed a vehicle with smooth sides, cre-
ating some of the first aerodynamic considerations 
for an automobile in the 1940s. The car was unveiled 
to the public at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New 
York City on June 10, 1948. The 1949 Ford won the Fashion Academy Award for overall styling. 
It was advertised as the “Car of the Year” and its innovative body styling drew in buyers in 
great numbers.   

The 1949 design was molded along functional lines, resulting 
in its low sweeping silhouette. The iconic front end was dis-
tinctive, the hood large but smaller than prior vehicle models. 
The vehicle came in two lines, the Ford and the Ford Custom. 
Body styles in both lines include the four-door sedan, two-
door sedan, club coupe. Convertible and station wagon mod-
els were obtained only in the Custom line and the three-
passenger Coupe only in the Ford line. There were eight new 

exterior colors offered including Bayview Blue Metallic and Arabian Green.   

.The vehicle sales reflected the popularity of the car. In 1949 
Ford Motor Company sold over one million Fords, Mercurys, 
and Lincolns to the American people. Their new popularity was 
reflected in Ford doubling its profit, emerging from the years of 
meager gains and disheartening losses to success and strength. 

A total of 1,118,762 1949 Fords were produced.  Historians re-
fer to the car as the vehicle that saved Ford Motor Company as 
it was the 1949 Ford that started the company on the track from losses in the immediate post
-war period to profits in the 1950s. The vehicle was only produced for a few years but it was 
crucial to the return of the company from wartime manufacturing to vehicle production. The 
1949 Ford was the vehicle that proved that Ford Motor Company would remain strong in the 
new, post-war world. 

https://corporate.ford.com/articles/history/the-1949-ford.html 



 9 https://www.google.com/search?q=magazine+ads+for+1949+fords&rlz 
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R a t  T r a p  R a c i n g  
December 2nd, 2023 

Mt. Pleasant, Tennessee 

Members of the Volunteer V Ford Club were invited to a Christmas Open House at Rat Trap 
Racing/Techno Craft Cabinets in Mt. Pleasant, Tennessee, on Saturday, December 2nd, 2023 
courtesy of club member Ron Hope. I, for one, was looking forward to taking my ‘48 Ford 
coupe on it’s first long distance drive but the fine Fall weather we had at the first of the week 
decided to rain on our parade, literally, so the vintage V8s stayed in garages as we drove to 
Mt. Pleasant in our modern rides. 

It was a quicker trip to Mt. Pleasant in our moderns and we arrived a little early but there 
were already some invitees in attendance. Ron Hope greeted us and proceeded to show us 
around. The first thing that caught our eyes and attention was Rob’s 1949 Ford Tudor DeLuxe 
Sedan (see pages 5&6 for that story.) We spent some time admiring it but we were soon on 
our way to check out the dragsters and other racing paraphernalia in the shop. The main 
attraction was, of course, the Rat Trap dragsters Ron had bult and driven in competition for 
many years. If you are not familiar with Ron Hope and what he has accomplished in the way 
of drag racing and speed  records check out: https://fuelcurve.com/rat-trap-50-years-craziness/. 

I’m not really “into” dragsters and hot rods but I was amazed and very impressed with the 
cars, the stories, trophies and racing memorabilia that define Ron’s career. As I said in my ear-
lier article (Member Car of the Month, Pages 6 & 7, Ron is a true “big shot” in the history of 
drag racing and I urge you to check out “Ron Hope” online. It’s amazing and well worth your 
time to read about him. 

(Check out pictures on the next 3 pages) 

Ron Hope’s Famous “Rat Trap” Dragster  
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Rat Trap Racing, Mt. Pleasant, Tennessee  

 

NOT your typical Early Ford V8s seen at Rat Trap Racing! 

Even Sharon Driskell was a tight fit in this monster dragster! 
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Pictures by Nancy Nabors 
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2 0 2 3  C h r i s t m a s  D i n n e r  

Fabian’s Mexican Restaurant  

B r e n t w o o d ,  T N  

D e c e m b e r  1 2 ,  2 0 2 3  

A “jolly” group of Volunteer V8ers  met at Fabian’s Restaurant on Tuesday evening, December 12th, for the 
annual Christmas dinner. The dinner was  to mark not only the season but also the conclusion of a successful 
year for the club for its members among whom there were a good number of new members. The camaraderie 
and the food was outstanding and after the dining was over a raffle was held and a good many members went 
home with some very nice items (see page 15). It was, all in all, a very pleasant and memorable get-together 
and a fitting conclusion to the year.   

(Above) Christmas dinner revelers and Jerry Littner telling Volunteer V8 Club members about the pictures 

he donated to be raffled off to members. In total, there were four very, very nice pictures that Jerry took 

and framed and winning members were delighted by them. 
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              George Ross                                          Cameron Ahler                                           Dena Davies 

                   Glenn Nabors                                   Reynolds Davies                                        Jerry Littner 

                           Scott Zaft                                            Jeff Philbrook                                        Barbara Holton  

A very grateful and very surprised re-

cipient of the Volunteer V8 Club’s 

“Golden Quill Award.” 
Jim Bynum checking out his wife Ellen’s raffle prize 
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YES! THEY’RE STILL OUT THERE...AND HERE’S PROOF! 

We’ve all heard about “barn finds,” old cars and trucks that have been stored in a barn for years covered 
with dust or, if  you’re lucky, a car cover and maybe some newspapers and boards and other car parts 
stacked on top. Original, too, if we’re lucky again.  Most likely, however, the motor is stuck and they're not 
really original or they are but they’re rusty and full of rodent “leftovers.” This, however, is not the case of a 
1935 Ford panel truck  owned by new Volunteer V8 Ford Club member Rama (pronounced Rayma) Renegar. 

A barn find, yes, but not your typical one. The history of this truck, according to Rama, is that for years it was 
a floral truck for a funeral home  in the  30s and 40s. The odometer reads 65,749 miles..and that averages 
out to only 747 miles per year!. One original feature it does have is the “A” gas ration sticker required during 
WWII. Yes, there are some parts that are not original to 1935 Fords but very few and not enough to detract 
substantially from its originality. 

Danny Driskell and I were intrigued enough to drive to Rama’s home and garage recently to see the truck. 
Needless to say, we were awestruck by its condition. We learned, too, that it does run and were told that it 
was only a short time ago that it was driven. It has a distributor problem but that’s a problem that’s going to 
be  resolved  soon. If so, I only hope I’ll be there when it does run and is driven like an Early V8 Ford should 
be driven.  
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12/4/23 

Dear Mickey, That was some strong story 

(December newsletter and November-December 

V8 TIMES) about Reynolds Davies’ Lincoln Conti-

nental. That makes a good welcome for him to our 

club, I think. I don’t know if you can adapt the en-

closure for the newsletter (Editor: I can!) but 15 

years or so ago now, Automobile magazine (now 

defunct) published an issue honoring vehicle de-

sign in which its editor chose the 1940-1941 Lin-

coln Continental as one of the most beautiful cars 

ever. I’m not aware that there is any or other ‘40-

’41 Lincolns in Nashville. That’s a rare vehicle to 

have in our club….Steve Jordan 

 The 

Davies 

family 

1941 

Lincoln  



 20 The Fordist, Southern California RG #23, December 2023 
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The Headliner, Northern Ohio RG #20, November 2023 
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For my part, I agree with Charlie, and the 1941 Ford is not deserving of it’s designation as a “red headed step-
child” in the Early Ford V8 pantheon. Over the past few months of adding just a little elbow grease on the 
restoration of Jim Bynum’s ‘41 Opera Coupe, I have come to appreciate it even more. It was decidedly an up-
date of the Ford lineup...a bigger, roomier, quieter car, and more. If you’ve followed the restoration of Jim’s 
car in this newsletter or seen it, I think you’ll agree! 

The 1941 Ford...Nobody asked me, but... 

(See Final Report: 1941 Business Coupe in the November-December 2023 V8 TIMES, pages 47-49) 

 

(The Fordist, Southern California RG #11, December 2023) 
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The Grease Poet (Bob McCoppin) 
The V8 TIMES 
March-April 1972 
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B L A S T  F R O M  T H E  PA S T !  

F o r d  M a ga z i n e  A d  f r o m  1 9 4 1  
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 The Greyhound, Lone Star RG #6, December 2023 
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G o o d  A d v i c e  f o r  W i n t e r  S t o ra g e  

The Greyhound Express, Western New York RG #3,December 2023 
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Technical Tip... 

 

Oil Pumps 

Technical Tips by Dick Flynn 
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In the kitchen... 

From: V8ers Delight: A Collection of Recipes by Cornhusker and Omaha Early Ford V8 Clubs 

(Fords Will Shine in ‘99, Central National Meet, July 20-24, 1999, Omaha, Nebraska) 
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 FOR SALE 
1952 Ford F4 Truck 

Converted to 12 volt. All original flathead V8. Runs and 
drives perfect. Has parking brake. Missing brake lines and 

ring around head light. No dents and minimal rust on 
frame and body. Passenger window has crack.  

$8500 negotiable. 

Call Brady Bell—615-557-4760 

 

1952 FORD F4 TRUCK 
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Expert 

Clock  

Repair 


