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MESSAGE 
Dear Friends...Yes, this first newsletter of 2025 is 
being sent early mainly because I finished it early 
and also because I wanted some extra time for oth-
er activities leading up to the new year. I hope you 
don’t mind getting it early. 

Our Christmas dinner on the 17th was a success 
and, I think, a good time was had by all attending. If 
you weren’t able to make it you missed a great 
evening. The silent auction resulted in a good addi-
tion to our class treasury. 

I know you’ve gotten reminders but I do want to 
remind you again that dues for 2025 ($20.00) are 
due by January 31st (see Page 5). Thanks to all of 
you who have already paid! 

The Stones River AACA swap is February 2nd, 2025, 
and we will have a booth there. See Page 6 for de-
tails.  

See you in 2025...in my ‘40 Standard Coupe!!! 

                         Mickey Holton 

 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

CARS AND COFFEE 
DECEMBER 14, 2024 

NEW EFV8CA PRESIDENT 

David Gunnarson (Virginia) 
was elected by the  EFB8CA 
Board of Directors for a one-
year term as our new Nation-
al President, Dan Castellini 
Vice-President and John Em-
mering was reelected Secre-
tary (see Page 6). 
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Summary of November & December 2024 National Board Meetings 
From the National Board 

 

Dec. 12, 2024 

With much business pending the Fourth Quarter 2024 Meeting of the Early Ford V-8 Club 
of America was conducted in three sessions.  The first on Saturday November 9, the second 
held on Saturday November 16, and the third on Wednesday December 11.  National Presi-
dent Connie Hall called both Saturday meetings to order at 10:00 am CST and the Wednes-
day meeting at 7:00 pm CST.  The meetings were conducted over Zoom.  A quorum of Di-
rectors was present at all the meetings.  Minutes of the Third Quarter 2024 Board of Direc-
tors Meeting were approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: David Rehor presented four written reports that he had previously 
distributed to the Directors which covered the third quarter and year-to-date surplus/
deficit, year-to-date budget performance and a balance sheet. The Treasurer’s reports 
were approved. 

Membership Update: Additionally, David Rehor reported that membership had increased 
1.5% with thirty-eight new members added during the third quarter 2024, however our 
total membership loss for the year was 7.09% and membership currently stands at 5,881. 

Audit Committee Report: Audit Committee Chairman Joe Valentino presented his report. 
He explained that the Club had been granted an extension for filing Federal Income Tax 
until November 15, 2024, and that our CPA Firm, James, and Associates will be directed to 
submit the Club’s completed income tax return to meet that deadline. 

2025 Scheduled National Meet 

Central National Meet, Springfield, Illinois June 22-26, 2024 “A V-8 Family Reun-
ion ” sponsored by the Northern Illinois Regional Group #8. For Early Registration forms 
check the EFV8CA Website www.earlyfordv8.org or go to https://2025cnm.con 

V-8 Times/Roster Report: Editor Shannon Olson gave a report concerning the Member-
ship Roster planned for 2025. Due to increased printing and postage costs the Board has 
decided that future Membership Rosters will be sold through the online store for an addi-
tional charge. The exact cost was not determined but it is planned that the rosters will be 
offered at a very reasonable price. The last annual roster included with membership cost 
the club $23,000 to produce and mail which has proven to be prohibitive. Ms. Olson ex-
plained that most other car clubs offer a roster at an additional charge to those desiring a 
copy. Full details on the new 2025 Membership Roster, including the price and details on 
how to place an order will be announced. 

Accessory Sales Report: Michael Driskell, who heads Accessory Sales, reported on issues 
related to the Club’s Online Store. He reported that 250 copies of the new 2025 Ford V-8 
Calendar have been printed. The Board agreed that calendars would be offered in the 
online store for $10.00 each plus postage. There also was an agreement to order 200 more 

http://www.earlyfordv8.org/
https://2025cnm.con/
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V-8 Times Flash Drives to replenish the stock. Work is being done to produce a 55-Year 
Membership pin to be offered in the online store. The Board also agreed to further develop 
Michael Driskell’s proposal for a new Business Membership plan for businesses related to 
the Early Ford V-8 hobby. 

Website Reports: The Board approved an expenditure of up to $1,500 to Big Giant Media to 
update the club’s website. Some of the changes desired will allow easier access to the 
membership forms and provide an opportunity to sell advertising on the website. Web Ad-
ministrator Bruce Nelson presented his report. He announced he was planning to change 
product shipping on the webstore to a weight basis and that he would test the new system. 

Directors Election Report: Dave Collette reported that the election results have been tabu-
lated and the new Directors, beginning their three-year terms in January 2025, are Steve 
Boscovich, California SW 3, Joe Reger, Northwest, and Jim White, South Central Region. 
Steve Kroeger was elected by the board to fill the position of North Central Director due to 
the sudden passing of Lou Mraz. The Board of Directors elected Dave Gunnarson for a one-
year term as our new National President, Dan Castellini Vice-President and John Emmer-
ing was reelected Secretary. 

Membership Drive: Dave Gunnarson reported that William “Mickey” Holton of Tennessee 
was the outstanding achiever in the membership drive, recruiting twelve new members. 

Tour Reports: The “Hidden Treasures National Driving Tour” organized by Bruce Nelson to 
take place in Minnesota and northern Iowa August 5-9, 2025, was approved, as was 
the “Mile High Tour” planned for Colorado by Lou Mraz. Details of the tours will be an-
nounced. 

By-laws and Policy Manuel: Revisions to the by-laws were presented and approved. The 
by-laws committee will continue to work on updating and revising the club by-laws. Dave 
Gunnarson explained that he is working on a revision of the Policy Manual for future ap-
proval. 

President’s Updates:  President Connie Hall drew attention to the draft of a Business Con-
tinuity Plan that is presently still under development. For use in coping with unusual 
events and emergencies, the plan covers objectives, operations at risk, recovery strategy, 
business interruption events, governance, recovery teams, communications, and a in-
cludes a contact list. President Hall, whose term is ending, thanked the Directors for all 
their efforts in the past year and expressed gratitude for the opportunity to have served as 
National President during 2024.   

  

Respectfully Submitted by:  

John Emmering, National Secretary 
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YES! DUES FOR 2025 WILL COME DUE BY JANUARY 31ST, 2025 

DUES FOR 2025 ARE $20.00 
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37th ANNUAL 

STONES RIVER REGION AACA 

SWAP MEET 
Sunday, February   2nd, 2025 

6:30 AM to 3:00 PM 

The Fairgrounds Nashville 

……………………….. 
The Volunteer V8 Ford Club will have a 
space at this year’s Stones River AACA 

Swap Meet. If you have any extra parts (no 
junk, please!) that you would like to donate 
to the club for us to sell, please call me at 

 615-815-9203 
and I will be glad to pick it up! 
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Volunteer V8 Ford Club 
Christmas Dinner 

December 17th, 2024 

December 17th saw the Volunteer V8 Ford 
Club’s annual Christmas dinner being held at 
Fabian’s Mexican Restaurant in Brentwood, 
Tennessee, with 65 members, spouses and 
guests in attendance. 

In addition to the obvious friendship and ca-
maraderie enjoyed by all Volunteer V8ers, the 
night was highlighted by a silent auction of 
Ford restoration books, earned by recruiting 
12 new members to the EFV8CA, plus several 
other donated items as well as an opportunity 
to purchase some of the 2025 ERFV8CA calen-
dars. Before dinner was served, we also had a 
Ford Quiz that tested our members’ 
knowledge of Ford history. 

Club members Phil and Celika Leider (’41 Lin-
coln Continental Convertible, September-
October 2024 V8 TIMES), were gracious 
enough to donate two boxes of the book, My 
Life Behind the Wheel, written by Phil’s 
grandfather, Dr. Lyle W. Leider, about his life-
time of collecting and driving antique and 
classic cars. Members received a free copy of 
the book for which they all seemed very 
pleased. Having already read the book, I can 
enthusiastically recommend it to all fellow 
V8ers. 

It was a great end to a great year for the Vol-
unteer V8 Ford Club and a good omen for an 
even better year in 2025! 
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HOW I FOUND MY ’33 FORD COUPE 

By Kevin O’Rourke 

Brad Whitfield and I met 36 years ago; he had a ’62 Cor-
vette and I had a ’59. We took our sons to baseball prac-
tice in Bellevue, Tennessee. As 36 years passed, we 
talked once a week. One day, we met for a beer on Char-
lotte Pike in Nashville. I told him I was looking for an old 
Ford truck and he said he knew where a ’32 was just a 
few blocks away and said he had been putting notes on 
the man’s door for years. 

So, we went to see the ’32 
Ford pickup and another old car under cover. It had the shape of 
a coupe and Brad said he’d be interested in the coupe. The next 
day, as I was putting a note on the door of the owner, a man, Ste-
ve Jordan, came out. He told me the ’32 was not for sale, so I told 
him my long time friend, Brad Whitfield, was interested in the 
coupe under cover. Steve said if he was going to sell one, he’d sell 
the coupe. We pulled the cover off the coupe and I could not believe what I saw…a 1933 Ford 
5 window coupe! I told Steve that if Brad did not take it, I would. Brad didn’t have room for it, 
so I bought it and made another good friend…Steve Jordan. 

After buying the ’33 and after doing some cosmetic refreshing of it, I took it to a local Cars and 
Coffee on a Saturday morning and there I met several members of the local regional group of 
the Early Ford V8 Club and, after talking to them, became a member of both the national club 
and the regional group. 

My thanks to Brad and Steve for help-
ing me put the ’33 in my possession. 
It was my favorite car since I was 
young. I love it and I love driving the 
’33! 

MEMBER CAR OF THE MONTH 
1933 Ford 5W Coupe 

Kevin and Nancy Gail O’Rourke 
Franklin, TN 

Note; This article appeared in the November-

December 2024 issue of the V8 TIMES. 
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Original 1933 Ford Tudor Sedan seen at Hershey 2024 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST...THE 1933 FORD  

V8 TIMES—MARCH-APRIL 1976  



 13 



 14 



 15 



 16 

 



 17 

 



 18 

 



 19 

 



 20 

 

V8 TIMES, May-June 1976 
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 Headliner, Northern Ohio RG #20, December 2024 
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V8 TIMES, 1971 
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Hoosier Views, Indiana RG # 21, December 2024 
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    APPLE CAKE 
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St. Louis RG #124, December 2024 
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FOR SALE—1941 Ford Pickup 

(ABOVE) LORI POTTER’S 1941 FORD PICKUP, 2 OWNERS, RESTORED, $42K OBO , 248-821-1600 

FOR SALE: 1940 Ford Coupe (left) Asking $72,500 or 

$71,000 to club members. 1940 Ford Convertible, 

(above) Great cruiser! $26,500. Call  615-3815. 

FOR SALE: 40 Ford Fordor. Runs good, cools good, ac works. Drive anywhere. Needs paint and in-
terior. $18,500. Call 615-406-2057. 
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T0 all Volunteer V8 Ford Club Members, 
Spouses and Family Members... 
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