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MESSAGE 

Dear Friends, by now, you know that I’ve 
experienced the greatest loss of my 
life...Barbara Holton, my wife of 56 
years. You are probably asking how I 
could put together a newsletter in light 
of what has happened. Actually I almost 
had it done when she suddenly got ill 
and passed. I only had one more thing to 
add to it to make it happen and that ar-
rived today so I finished it quickly. It was 
good distraction when I needed it, too, 

The cold weather sure puts a damper on 
anything old car related but I do hope 
you will be able to go and find that spe-
cial piece you need to find that project. 
Best Regards, Mickey Holton 

V8 TIMES,  January-February, 1972) 
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Member Car of the Month  
1939 Ford Convertible  

Richard and Amy Holm  

McCall, Idaho  

My late father was an owner of several Shoebox 
Fords, and thus joined the Early Ford V8 Club in 
1984 at the inclusion of this era of vehicles. I 
grew up tinkering with him on his old cars, and 
subsequently from a young age, was an avid 
reader of the V8 Times. While post-war flat-
heads frequented the garage, I longingly ad-
mired the pre -war vehicles in the club maga-
zine and enjoyed hearing my grandfather’s sto-
ries of his early flatheads, with his first being a 
1935 Ford, and vowed one day to own one. 

In 2018 I became serious about buying a 1930s 
Ford and narrowed it down to a handful of pro-
spective years and models. My goal was to find 
a near Dearborn quality car that I could also 
treat as an occasional driver. In 2020, one 
caught my eye in Hemmings, a 1939 Ford Con-
vertible Coupe. After several telephone conver-
sations and emails with the seller, I decided 
this car checked all the boxes. 

Ignoring my own advice, I bought the car based 
on a few pictures and purchased it without an 

inspection. The car turned out to be a solid, 
straight, fairly original car with nice bright work, 
top, running boards, and script glass, but the 
mechanical disappointments slowly started to 
unfold beginning with the first oil change when I 
discovered coolant in the engine oil. Then 
things began to domino from there. Several at-
tempts were made at  trying to remedy the 
problem with inexpensive fixes. Along the way, I 
met and consulted with Michael Driskell, as 
well as his father, Danny. I could not have been 
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luckier! Michael also introduced me to Mike Ku-
barth who has proven to be a gem of a person and 
a tremendous resource. 

In the end, there was no choice, but to pull the 
motor and transmission and ship them to Michael. 
Over the course of one winter I started what I 
thought was going to be a simple “refresh” on the 
motor compartment, firewall, floorboards, etc., 
but as I started to peel the onion back it turned in-
to a bigger project. The car was a product of an 
early 1980s frame-on restoration, many aspects of 
the car had been well done, but the work and me-
chanicals had aged. And, at the time the car was 
restored, nary an original bolt, nut, or washer was 
correct to Dearborn standards.  

A very long story short, I reassembled everything I 
had torn apart and the car was ultimately shipped 
to Michael in McMinnville, Tennessee, where he 
finished the majority of the project: new wiring, 
new motor, rebuilt radiator, new clutch, rebuilt 

transmis-
sion, universal joints, repaired the rear end, new 
kingpins, steering box, various front end compo-
nents, completely rebuilt the brakes, and along the 
way continued replacing incorrect hardware. 

Reportedly, the vehicle was sold new in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. As per the frame number, its 
original transmission dated to February 1939, and 
while it’s hard to pinpoint the exact assembly, the 
vehicle does feature a number of “early style” 
components: hood latch, cable driven carburetor 
choke and throttle knobs, battery tray, radiator, 
horns, etc. To the best of my knowledge the car 
was kept in the Bay Area through the mid-1970s. 
The oldest confirmed owner is Thomas Shea of 
Fremont, who purchased it in 1975. Shea was a 
member of the Early Ford V-8 Club. It is my under-
standing that in 1978,Shea brought the car to a 
club swap meet in California where it was ac-

quired by Terry Tindle, also a club member, from the Portland, Oregon, area. The same 
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year Tindle flipped the car to friend, Stan Dietz of Canby, Oregon. Stan was known in 
West Coast car circles for his outstanding g 
body work and restorations. In the 1950s and 
1960s several of his cars were featured in Rod 
&amp; Custom and Hot Rod Magazine. Under 
his eleven year ownership he restored the vehi-
cle. Then in 1989 the car was purchased by 
longtime EFV8 Club Technical Advisor Alan 
Darr. Alan made some upgrades to the car and 
often drove it to club meetings and events 
along with his other vehicles. After Alan’s death 
in 2016 the car sat and was ultimately sold 
briefly to an individual in Iowa, where it again 
was unused, until I purchased it. After nearly 
five years of work (much credit is given to Mi-
chael), I have finally been able to enjoy driving 
the car, and my punch list is dwindling. 



 8 V8 TIMES, Nov-Dec 1973 
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 LETTER TO THE EDITOR  

Dear Mickey,  

Winter Solstice 2024  

Old Fords that you think you know can always 

surprise you, This morning (a Sunday), I woke 

up just before daylight (couldn ’t sleep), so I 

finally just gave up and got up.  Around seven 

o’clock I decided I ’d drive down to Franklin 

and eat breakfast at a place I like. I had run 

errands yesterday in the 1932 pickup and it, 

accordingly, was at the very back of the car-

port, so I just fired it up (no problem) to run 

down to Franklin.  

I think when I left from the house it was about twenty -nine degrees. There 

were hardly any cars out and in no time I cleared Green Hills and was motoring 

down Hillsboro Road. At some point, I glanced down at the temperature gauge 

and I thought something looked a bit off about it. The reading seemed  much 

too low. The truck, by then, was  fully warmed up.  It didn ’t look right so I paid 

a bit of attention. I thought…”Is something wrong?” 

Well, it ’s true that the gauge didn ’t “look” right. It was reading completely 

steady. Then it hit me and I started laughing right out loud: me scooting down 

Hillsboro Road between 45 and 50 miles per hour with it 29 degrees outside, 

the thermostats were closing to try to keep the engine up to operating temper-

ature! That, Mickey, is a cool-running flathead V8 when the thermostats have 

to cycle closed to make the engine run hot enough...ha!  

Full disclosure: I run a modern aluminum radiator with a fan shroud and a cus-

tom coolant recovery set-up. I leave off a front license plate intentionally and I 

had the heater on in the cab, which siphons off a bit of the engine heat by de-

sign. Still...the old truck surprised me this winter morning. The thermostats 

had to close to make it run hot. As they say…”I’ll take it!” 

                                                                                               Steve Jordan 
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(Right) My mother, Chris-
tine Holton, standing be-
side a 1940 Ford V8 
Standard Coupe, just like 
the one I recently pur-
chased. 

Have you had this happen 
to you? You purchase some-
thing and later find out 
about a past connection to 
something just like it? 
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The Smallest Displacement V8 Ever In  

A Ford Production Car 
Story by Alex Lemieux 

 

Ford Motor Company pioneered large-scale automotive manufacturing, creating the oppor-
tunity for an affordable mass-market car at the beginning of the 20th century. The culture it 
created was powered by a smattering of inline-four or inline-six engine configurations, but a 
point of bragging rights emerged when Cadillac introduced the first production V8 in 1914's 
Type 51. Not to be outdone, a few years later, Henry Ford acquired a struggling luxury 
marque and competitor named Lincoln, who had been working on their version of a powerful 
motor, the L-head V8. 

Instead of recreating Lincoln's engine, Ford staffed an engineering team to create a new V8 
for a successor to the Model A. Although many of the ideas were initiated by Henry Ford 
himself, the team led by Carl Schmaltz, Emil Zoerlein, and Ray Lard turned plans into produc-
tion with the 3.6-liter "Flathead" V8 in 1932. Already with a foothold across the pond 
with Ford UK, as the popularity of automobiles grew, the company created a powerplant to 
suit the needs of discerning old-world buyers: the 2.2-liter Flathead V8. 
 
The 136 cubic-inch V8 was unique at the time of its debut, particularly because it was smaller 
than the V8 it was based on. Most eight-cylinder configurations, primarily used in the U.S., 
have grown in size in their short history, and companies have focused on delivering higher 
outputs for larger vehicles and amateur racing enthusiasts. Ford's first Flathead—a 3.6-liter 
221 cubic-inch unit—was known as a benchmark at the time. With 65 horsepower, it would 
easily ferry riders through cities and towns and had enough grunt to make transporting 
goods by horse and cart a thing of the past. Looking into the styles of driving in different in-
ternational markets, Ford saw that European buyers favored fuel efficiency over brute force. 
 
One of the most notable and obvious characteristics of a Flathead V8, or any Flathead-design 
engine, is the absence of tall cylinder heads on top of the engine block. The combustion 
chamber is within the block itself, and the intake and exhaust valves sit on either side of the 
piston, which is why Flathead engines are sometimes called “side valves” or value-in-block 
engines. Since the camshaft is deep in the bowels of the block, the system works far simpler 
than an overhead-valve (OHV) design or an overhead cam design that requires additional 
parts and systems to maintain balance, such as pushrods or timing chains. 

With their simple design, Ford's Flathead V8s were far more cost-effective to make and ser-
vice, meaning eight cylinders were no longer restricted to those living the grand tour lifestyle. 
Simplicity also meant they could be easily maintained and repaired, which came into play 
with the fact that Flatheads liked to consume oil more than others. Some early stories purport 
that the engine would sometimes consume the entire four-quart capacity between fuel fill-
ups. The overall design was advantageous for automobile engineers at the time, who were 
looking to streamline boxy bodies as the deck sat far lower than engines with OHV designs, 
but there were some drawbacks. 

Two of the biggest issues with Flathead engines are inefficient airflow and poor heat dissipa-
tion. Internally, the path of the air-fuel mixture from the single-barrel or two-barrel down-
draft carburetors was more complicated than it would be if the value were located above the 

https://www.topspeed.com/cars/guides/all-you-need-to-know-about-the-ford-model-t-america-s-first-mass-produced-automobile/?utm_source=syndication
https://www.hotcars.com/tag/ford/?utm_source=syndication
https://www.hotcars.com/most-fuel-efficient-small-block-v8-engine/?utm_source=syndication
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. combustion chamber, which would limit top-end power. Also, since the exhaust valves are 
inside the block, temperatures would be higher than other forms of power generation, fur-
ther limiting the Flathead's potential. Regardless, Ford thought it would be an optimal base 
for a European economy car. Ford thought it could increase its market share in times of eco-
nomic duress. During Europe's interwar period, fuel prices and tax regulations made owning 
most cars out of reach for the average working individual. The Detroit giant relied on its pri-
oritization of simplicity in creating a smaller version of its popular engine that would hope-
fully propel drivers all over the continent with American-made engines. 

Key Engine Features 

• Low compression (6.6:1) for improved reliability. 
• A maximum speed of 70 mph. 
The 1937 model had tin sides on the block. 
The engine was introduced to the British market in 1935; unlike the 221 cubic-inch blocks it's 
based on, Ford's 136 Flathead (coded the V8-74 but commonly referred to as the V8-60) 
used cast iron heads instead of aluminum ones. Additionally, the 221 features Stromberg 97 
carburetors from the factory, whereas the 136 used the Stromberg 81. Built at Ford UK's Dag-
enham plant, the small V8 was tailored for a new line of mid-size passenger cars and com-
mercial trucks. 

The 2.2-liter Flathead found its way into several Ford vehicles in a new lineup in Europe. De-
signed to combat taxation through engine bore size in Britain and other government regula-
tions, the following were aimed at customers in the European auto market looking for small-
er, more affordable cars. 

• Ford Anglia: A British compact car sold primarily in the UK. 
• Ford Prefect: An upmarket version of the Anglia, also sold in Australia. 
Matford Alsace (Ford F-472A): A four-door sedan manufactured by Ford Socit Anonyme Fra-
naise (SAF) in France. 
The Flathead's competition was inline-four engines, seen in the Austin 7 and the MG Midget 
in the UK market. Ford's 136-cube powerplant provided greater power delivery than Britain's 
domestic options. Austin's 7 was tiny, roughly two-thirds to three-quarters of the size of a 
standard Ford passenger car, and with a horsepower rating barely climbing into double dig-
its. MG's offering was comparable in size to the Austin 7 with more than twice the power, but 
nothing held a candle to Anglias, Prefects, and others with power outputs seen in cars far 
above its price point. 

Coming off success in Europe, Ford believed it was time to unveil the 2.2-liter V8 stateside. 
Given the lingering Great Depression, a thrifty V8 car was seen as appealing to the American 
public—at least, that's what Ford's marketing team thought. Despite its beneficial fuel effi-
ciency and relative ease of maintenance, American customers did not take to the smaller en-
gine. 

In 1937, Ford altered their lineup to include the small Flathead as an entry-level V8. It was 
overshadowed, however, by the original Flathead (featured in the Model 78), which had 85 
horsepower, compared to the Model 74's 60 horsepower. Critically, pickup truck customers 
heavily favored the bigger 221 cubic-inch Flathead for blue-collar and commercial work that 
didn't have fuel efficiency as its highest priority. 

(Provided by Jim Bynum) 

https://www.hotcars.com/classic-economy-cars-now-collectible/?utm_source=syndication
https://www.hotcars.com/classic-economy-cars-now-collectible/?utm_source=syndication
https://www.hotcars.com/small-block-v8-engines-combine-performance-fuel-economy/?utm_source=syndication
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Ford was already building their 226 straight-six to replace the 136 Flathead, which occurred 
in 1941, putting an end to the engine's less than a decade-long history. However, the same 
couldn't be said across the Atlantic. 

The upheaval of WWII caused nearly all auto operations to cease in Europe, save for military 
transport purposes. After the Allied victory, Ford's European arm reintroduced the Ford F-
472A in France, which was a rebadged Matford made in Alsace from before WWII featuring 
the small Flathead V8. In France, the 60-horsepower engine was also placed in Ford's Ve-
dette, a large four-door sedan, and in the Ford Pilot, which sat above Britain's Prefect and al-
so made it to the Australian and New Zealand markets. 

By 1952, Ford SAF was working on an upgraded version of the Flathead. Known as the Aqui-
lon, it was essentially the same engine bored out to 144 cubic inches. Yet, it wouldn't stay a 
Ford engine for long. In 1954, Ford sold its French operations to Simca, which continued to 
build the engine until 1960, then ended production of what was once Ford's smallest pro-
duction V8. 

Three of the English Fords with the small displacement V8 

 

 

(Top Left) Matlock Alsace Ford 

 

(Top Right) Ford Prefect 

 

(Bottom Left) Ford Anglia 

Provided by Jim Bynum) 

https://www.hotcars.com/pickups-suvs-military-history/?utm_source=syndication
https://www.hotcars.com/pickups-suvs-military-history/?utm_source=syndication
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How the Ford Crown Victoria Became   
An Enduring Symbol of Durability 

 
 

(In order to give you the most up-to-date and accurate information possible, the data used to compile 
this article was sourced from Ford and other authoritative sources, including J.D. Power, CarEdge, Re-
pairPal, and Consumer Reports.) 

 
Known locally for its service in the line of duty, 
the Ford Crown Victoria is an enduring symbol of the 
hard-working American spirit. This is thanks to numer-
ous factors, many of which hold records in the automo-
tive history books. In recent times, the Crown Vic has 
experienced a resurgence in popularity as it has come 
into its own as a “classic” in some cases, with the rarer 
versions fetching high prices at auctions and private 
sales. 

 
Its hearty build quality, ample replacement parts, and customization potential make it a prize among 
custom shops and muscle car groups, as its dimensions and components allow for easy, quick upgrad-
ing. Let's take the history of the Crown Victoria, and look at what makes it so reliable, as well as which 
years you should be looking for if you're in the market. 
The Ford Crown Victoria name was first introduced as a trim level for the Ford Fairlane in the mid-1950s, 
which was short-lived. The name was later used to usher in a luxury trim for the 1980 Ford LTD, which, 
by then, rode on the legendary Panther platform, an aspect that would go on to define the Crown Vic, as 
well as the Mercury Marquis and Lincoln Town Car. 
 
The Crown Victoria name would go on to be an LTD trim level until the 1990s, when it eventually earned 
its stand-alone model status - still riding on the Panther platform. The Panther was an 'old school' body-
in-frame design, which wasn't uncommon in those days, though today this construction is most of-
ten used to underpin rugged SUVs and pickups. 
 
The body-on-frame construction was one of the leading factors behind the Crown Victoria's durability, 
as it lent robust, reliable machinery a durable environment to perform with ample space to upgrade the 
vehicle depending on trim levels and buyer preference. The 1990s saw it evolve to include modern (for 
the era) components, as well as ample power upgrades and style tweaks. While the Panther platform 
Ford LTD was designated for police cruiser duty, the Crown Vic police cruiser is the one most associated 
with the boys in blue. 

 

 Police Duty And Livery 
The Crown Vic Police Interceptor (CVPI) hit the streets in the early 1990s, and included upgraded perfor-
mance parts, like a more powerful engine, heavy-duty suspension, and a reinforced structure, to name a 
few aspects. When it first donned the police livery, the Chevy Caprice Police Interceptor was still the pri-
mary choice for the force, though that would change when GM discontinued the Caprice in the mid-
1990s, making the Crown Vic the new primary police cruiser option. It would later receive a design over-

https://www.topspeed.com/tag/ford/
https://www.topspeed.com/practical-cars-faster-than-they-look/
https://www.topspeed.com/practical-cars-faster-than-they-look/
http://www.topspeed.com/tag/ford-crown-victoria/
https://carbuzz.com/ode-ford-crown-victoria/
https://www.topspeed.com/tag/lincoln/
https://www.topspeed.com/full-frame-suvs-ranked-by-reliability/
https://www.topspeed.com/tag/chevrolet-caprice/
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haul in 1998, which gave us the CVPI we know and love, or hate, depending on your stance. Design, up-
grades, and features aside, the ever-reliable Panther platform persisted. 

 
Taxi And Fleet Car Employment Still 
Holds True 
The hearty Panther platform was simply 
resilient, and parts were plentiful and 
cheap. Furthermore, the influx of Panther 
platforms on the used and custom market 
meant that you could easily find cheap re-
pairs, as darn near everyone understood 
the inner workings of the Crown Vic's lay-
out. 
This easily interchangeable aspect of the 
Crown Vic, and others that utilized the Pan-
ther platform at this time, made it ideal for 
fleet cars and taxis, as they saw regular 
high mileage and often required cheap replacement parts and repairs to remain viable — both areas the 
CV excelled in. In other words, it's the perfect swap-and-go model, which is a huge asset, and money-
saver, when it comes to putting in the long work hours. 
 
 As mentioned, the Crown Victoria was everywhere, from police cruisers to taxis and fleet cars. Even 
passenger cars with luxury vehicle trimmings were sold like hotcakes. This simply meant that the market 
was flush with replacements, should a CV fall in the line of duty. With scrapyards, tow yards, and auction 
houses all doling out CVs left and right, it was never hard to get one back on the road. On top of that, the 
parts were, for the most part, robust and durable. In fact, many Crown Victorias have eclipsed 200,000 
miles on their original parts, with the above video documenting a 1,000,000-mile example. 
Affordability is one of the key driving factors that attracts classic car and muscle car folk when search-
ing for a project car. The CV is essentially a blank canvas on which buyers build their ideal sedan. It be-
comes even more attractive when you consider the long-term viability and affordability, as there are 
STILL a crap-ton of Vics occupying scrapyard real estate. Many with working components ripe for the 
picking. 
 
One Of The Most “American” Cars Ever Built 
When we think of the best classic American models, we often conjure up images of rowdy muscle cars 
and large luxury carriages. The Crown Victoria is both, with ample muscle and trim that allows it to, es-
sentially, accomplish what few other American models have been able to. The Panther platform was uti-
lized for 33 years, the longest in American car history, with numerous models besides the CV, including 
the Mercury Marquis, Marauder, and Lincoln Town Car, all earning a significant following of their own 
during and after their heyday. This is all thanks to the robust, reliable, easily repaired platform and ma-
chinery that ushered in an era of garage tuners and cheap muscle cars — which are as American as 
baseball and apple pie. 
 
When speaking of reliability, the Crown Victoria is a definite candidate in terms of resilient American 
cars, though not every model year boasts the all-out resilience that some of the most reliable CVs do. 
The 1995, 1997, 2004, and 2007 model years are the most celebrated in terms of reliability, with the 
2000s models also benefiting from upgraded machinery and a better power-to-comfort ratio. The dura-
ble Panther platform and upgrade-friendly dimensions made for a long-lasting muscle car that could 

https://www.topspeed.com/tag/luxury-cars/
https://www.topspeed.com/best-classic-american-muscle-cars/
https://www.topspeed.com/tag/mercury/
https://www.topspeed.com/most-reliable-american-cars-last-decade/
https://www.topspeed.com/most-reliable-american-cars-last-decade/
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 Blast from the Past!  
From The Volunteer V8 Ford Voice Newsletter 

January, 1994 
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V8 TIMES, Sept-Oct, 1968 

I SEE AN ABANDONED BARN! YES! 
DEEP INSIDE LIES AN OLD PHAETON 
COVERED WITH YEARS OF DUST! 

V8 TIMES, March-April, 1969 
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Tech Top 
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Long Island Regional Group #24, December 2024 
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In Memory of… 
Barbara Joy (Chapman) Holton 

Born: Sept. 30th, 1942 
Died: January 20th, 2025 

“Miss Me...Let me go” 
”Something has spoken to me in the 
night...and told me that I shall die, I know not 
where. (Death is) to lose the earth you know 
for greater knowing: to lose the life you have, 
for greater life;  to leave the friends you 
loved, for greater loving; to find a land more 
kind than home, more large than earth.” 

...Thomas Wolfe, You Can’t Go Home Again 
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