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MESSAGE 

Finally!...Spring is here at last! I hope you’ve all 
been preparing your cars and planning to get 
them out on the road again. I had myn’48 
coupe out yesterday and it ran great. I hope you 
can get yours going without any trouble. 

Please note on Pahe 13 of this newsletter about 
an outing to the Nash Family Creamery in Chap-
el Hill. We had one scheduled last Fall but poor 
weather cancelled. We’re hoping for better 
weather this year so make plans to join us. 

Also note the first major car show on Page 
21...April 12th, the 25th AnnualKars4Kids at 
Brentwood High School on Murray Lane in 
Brentwood and a new show in Columbia on 
May 3rd on Page 22. That could be a great rea-
son to tour together as a club! 

Best regards,    Mickey Holton 

 

THE 1932 FORD V-8 

“THE CAR THAT STARTED IT ALL” 

By John Emmering 

(See Pages 15 & 16) 
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CARS AND (NO!) COFFEE, SATURDAY, MARCH 8th, 2025 
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See Page 8 for a description and pictures of items 
to be raffled off at the 2025 Central National meet 
in Springfield, IL, in June. If you want to purchase 
tickets and help make the meet a success, 
please  let me know and I will make sure to get 
your tickets to you asap! 
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Member Car of the Month  
1948 Mercury Sedan Coupe  

Robert Dishner  

Nashville, Tennessee  

This  month’s Car of the Month is 
the recently purchased 1948 Mer-
cury Sedan Coupe of Robert Dish-
ner of Nashville. Bob had two 1946 
Ford Tudor Sedans but had a yearn-
ing for a “newer” model car, so 
when this beautiful coupe became 
available at Museum Select Motors  
at the Early Ford V8 Foundation, 
Robert worked out a deal for the 
Mercury that included one of his 
‘46 sedans as a trade in. 

It’s an excellent running car and it 
made it’s first outing in Nashville at 
Cars and Coffee on March 8th (see 
pages  3 and 4) and drew a lot of at-
tention from other car owners and 
other car admirers. Nice, Bob! 
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THE 1946-1948 MERCURY  

By Mark J. McCourt 

It’s always seemed a bit unfair how, on the whole, Ford cars have maintained much greater 
recognition and desirability than their upmarket Mercury counterparts, in spite of the mid-
priced cars’ more opulent trimmings and greater power. This disconnect remains when exam-
ining the early postwar Mercury lineup, which— save for passionate marque enthusiasts like 
those belonging to the International Mercury Owners Association—is largely forgotten today, 
compared to equivalent mass-market Fords. It’s not necessarily a bad thing, though, when it 
comes to assessing the values of Mercurys like the 1946 through 1948 Sedan Coupe, which 
has long represented a fine value in the classic car marketplace. 

As did the competition from General Motors and Chrysler, Ford’s newly formed Lincoln- Mer-
cury Division rolled out lightly revised cars for the 1946 model year. The new Mercury Eight 
got a fresh face, trading its distinctive horizontal-grille treatment for a vertical grille. The lineup 
was consolidated, dropping the prewar three-passenger notchback-styled Coupe but keeping 
the equally attractive, more accommodating six-passenger Sedan Coupe that is the focus of 
this story. In 1946, it cost a reasonable $1,495—the inflation-adjusted equivalent of $19,963—
just $47 ($628) more than the lowest price barrel-back two-door Sedan, and substantially less 
than the maple- and mahogany-trimmed Station Wagon ($1,729) and the ultra-rare Sportsman 
convertible ($2,209). 

 

https://www.hemmings.com/stories/author/25298699/
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The Sedan Coupe would be sold through the end of this (initially prewar) body style, before 
the new, trendsetting envelope-body Mercurys arrived for 1949. It differed visually in minor 
details from year to year, but retained the 118-inch wheelbase and 239.4-cu.in. flathead V-8, 
making 100 hp and 180 lb-ft of torque. While it was practical, this wasn’t a high-volume body 
style: Hagerty reported 24,163 built for 1946, 29,284 for 1947, and 16,476 left the line for 
1948. Pricing would increase marginally, but considering inflation, history shows this actually 
represented better value: According to NADAguides, the 1947 and ’48 Sedan Coupe both cost 
$1,645, which was roughly equivalent to $19,208 and $17,773, respectively. 

Decades on, remaining examples of this finely appointed two-door traded hands for reasona-
ble prices. Twenty years ago, a ’46 in #3 “good” original or restored condition could bring 
$7,450, with a ’48 commanding just $250 more. The value spread between first-and last-year 
Sedan Coupes has remained similarly slim in the years since. NADA guides show a nearly 
$3,000 jump in value between 2000 and 2005, holding rather steady up to 2010, and then a 
big leap by 2015, when average-condition 1946, 1947, and 1948 Sedan Coupes could bring 
$21,500, $21,800, and $21,800, respectively. As this piece was written in the end of 2020, NA-
DA guides suggested retail value ranges of $10,200 to $41,700 (1946), $10,450 to $42,900 
(1947), and  $10,450 to $42,900. Hagerty largely concurs with these figures, suggesting a #4 
“fair” to #1 “concours” range of $13,000 to $44,400, with #3 “good” being $21,700. 

https://www.hemmings.com/stories/1946-48-mercury-sedan-coupe/ 
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V-8 TIMES (issue unknown) 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 5TH, 2025 
VOLUNTEER V8 FORD CLUB TOUR TO 

THE NASH FAMILY CREAMERY, CHAPEL HILL, TN 
(4019 US-41-ALT N, Chapel Hill, TN 37034)  

FOR LUNCH AND ICE CREAM 
(Weather Permitting) 

Meet at the Kroger parking lot  Old Hickory Blvd. and No-
lensville Road (near the Pizza Hut) to leave by 10 AM to tour 

together to the Nash Family Creamery or, if you prefer, meet 
us at the Creamery. They have a great lunch menu plus the 

best ice cream you’ve ever tasted! 
Bring a chair! 
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Bob McCoppin 

The V-8 Times 

September-October 

1968 
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Hoosier Views, March 2025, Indiana RG #56 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
MINDFULNESS OVER HASTE AROUND OLD VEHICLES, PLEASE (ONE STEP UP AND TWO STEPS BACK…) 

  
 Recently I noticed that I had a slight coolant 
leak in one of my old antique trucks (the 
coolant level was inexplicably dropping, 
when there had been no overheating or overt 
loss of coolant in that way). So after adding 
coolant a few times, I decided to try to see 
what was going-on. I started the truck in the 
driveway and opened the hood, and standing 
out on the ground, observing the coolant 
system from the outside, pretty soon I could 
see that I had a very, very small dripping leak 
at one of the hose clamps going up to the ra-
diator. Easy fix. So, I got a screwdriver and 
tightened that particular hose clamp. 
  
Now, remember how I said that I had started 
the truck? Well, by the time I ran down the 
little drip, the truck had not run enough to 
warm-up for the thermostats to open. I knew 
that I wouldn't dependably be able to tell 
that I'd fixed the leak unless I got the full 
blast of coolant flow from the block up to the 
radiator (meaning the truck being warmed-up enough for the thermostats to open and get 
the full coolant flow). So, I needed to let the truck run a little longer. Easy enough to do, 
right (truck was already running)? However, for me to tell whether the hose connection 
was still leaking, I needed to mop-up the few drops of coolant that were on top of the al-
ternator (where the leak had first showed itself--obviously, there shouldn't be any coolant 
on top of the alternator!). So I got a rag and took my left hand and reached in to wipe the 
leaked drops of coolant off the alternator. But I did this...uh, while the truck was still run-
ning. MISTAKE. Before I noticed, I jammed the ring finger of my left hand right into the 
spinning alternator fan. Pain? Yep. Blood? Yep. Frustration with myself?. Yep, to that too, 
in spades. 
  
If you're going to put one or more of your hands in where the engine is and keep them in 
there for any reason, turn the engine off before you do it. You can always turn the engine 
back on after you pull your hands out. [Note: I didn't require seeing a doctor or have to get 
any stitches; however, I have kept my finger bandaged/immobile now for going on five 
weeks. And all unnecessary. Don't Do This!...Steve Jordan 
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IN THE KITCHEN... 
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Blast from the Past!  
From The Volunteer V-8 Ford Voice 

January 7, 1997 
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Local Car Shows, Crjuise-Ins, Etc, April 
April 5 
8th Annual DCHS Car Show. Dickson County Fairgrounds. Vendors, face painting, silent auction, mu-
sic. Multiple awards. 
April 5 
Good Hope Baptist Church 2nd Annual Car Show. Boys & Girls Club 17690 TN-58 N, Decatur TN. Top 
50 trophies, cake walk, bake sale, 50/50 raffle. 9am - 2pm $20 entry 
April 5 
Rumble in the Brier Car Show and Spring Fling. Louise Martin City Park 2300 Greenbrier Pike, Green-
brier TN. Live entertainment, bouncy house, vendors, 50/50, food trucks. $20 Pre-registration, $25 day-
of-show. Best of Show wins 65" television! 8am - 2pm. Contact Jennifer Woodard 615-415-3381. See 
Flyer section for list of classes. 
April 5 
The 2025 Band Bazaar Car Show. Presented by South Greene Band of Rebels. South Greene High 
School, 7469 Ashville Hwy, Greeneville TN. Dash plaques, awards, prizes, live auction, concessions, 
vendors, more! $20 registration. 12pm - 4pm 
April 5 
1st Annual War Eagle Car Show. Sycamore High School, 1021 Old Clarksville Pike, Pleasant View TN. 
Food vendors on site. Registration $25. 10am - 2pm. Rain date April 12. 
 April 5 
5th Annual The Rock Youth Group Car Show. North Fork Baptist Church, 1641 Unionville Deason Rd, 
Shelbyville TN. Proceeds to North Fork Baptist Church Youth. Concessions, door prizes. $20 Entry. 9am - 
1pm, awards at 12:30.  
April 6 
The Collection Spring Meet by Club Sixx. The Fountains at Gateway, 1500 Medical Center Pkwy, 
Murfreesboro, TN. 1pm - 4:30pm. 
April 12 
Clarksville Cruisers 1st Annual Car Show. YAIPAK, 1255 Paradise Hill Rd. Clarksville, TN. Entry fees 
benefit YAIPAK. Caprigio's and Sassy's food trucks. 10am -3pm 
 
April 12 
25th Annual KARS4KIDS Show and Rotary Club Pancake Breakfast. Brentwood High School, 5304 
Murray Ln, Brentwood TN. Presented by Brentwood Rotary Club and Music City AACA, with proceeds 
supporting TN Baptist Children's Home's Summer Activities Program. Held in conjunction with the Rota-
ry Club's 42nd annual Pancake Breakfast (by donation, 7am - 11:30am). Open to all cars, trucks, motor-
cycles, & bicycles. Rain or shine, paved parking, silent auction. Car entry $20, registration 7am - 11am. 
Awards by noon. More information: Paul Collins at 615-642-5822 or by email 
at: pcollins@sullivanengineering.com 
April 12 
14th Semi-Annual Pack the Park Car Club Show. Winchester City Park, 1561 Phillip Fulmer Pkwy Win-
chester TN. Car, truck & motorcycle show. Vendors, swap meet, door prizes, food trucks, 100 dash 
plaques. Registration $20 9am - 1pm. See flyer for award categories or facebook.com/
packtheparkcarclub  
April 12 
Road Warrior Car Show. Presented by & benefitting the RHS band. Riverdale High School, 802 Warrior 
Drive Murfreesboro TN. 50 trophies, concessions, door prizes, silent auction. $20 Registration 9-12, 
spectators Free, 9am - 2pm. 
  

mailto:pcollins@sullivanengineering.com
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14th Semi-Annual Pack the Park Car Club Show. Winchester City Park, 1561 Phillip Fulmer Pkwy Win-
chester TN. Car, truck & motorcycle show. Vendors, swap meet, door prizes, food trucks, 100 dash 
plaques. Registration $20 9am - 1pm. See flyer for award categories or facebook.com/
packtheparkcarclub  
April 12 
Road Warrior Car Show. Presented by & benefitting the RHS band. Riverdale High School, 802 Warrior 
Drive Murfreesboro TN. 50 trophies, concessions, door prizes, silent auction. $20 Registration 9-12, 
spectators Free, 9am - 2pm. 
 April 12 
Isaiah 117 2025 Car Show. Northside Church, 655 W. Thompson Lane, Murfreesboro TN. Kid's Zone, DJ, 
50/50, t-shirts, food trucks. $25 registration & voting 9am - 11am. Awards at 12pm.  Rain date April 
26. rutherfordtn@isaiah117house.com 
 April 12 
First Annual Spring Car Show. Miller's Pond of Manchester, 6542 McMinnville Hwy East 55, Manchester 
TN. Car Show and Vendors and Food Trucks. $20 car show entry, pre registration available. Starts at 
10am, voting at 1pm, awards at 2pm. Vendors 9:30am - 3:30pm. Rain date May 3. SEEKING VENDORS 
and FOOD TRUCKS. Contact Gina Stanley 615-663-7845. Car show application: https://
form.jotform.com/250556957958174 
 April 12 
3rd Annual Jeeps 4 Little Peeps. Coopertown Middle School 3820 TN-49, Springfield TN. All Jeep Show 
& Shine benefitting Shop-With-A-Cop program. Best in Show, Muddiest Jeep, Best Modified, Best Vin-
tage Jeep. $25 donation. Registration 8am, show 10am - 2pm. Free to public. coopertownpd.org 
April 12 
3rd Annual Cruise In. Nick Mayer Chevrolet GMC, 861 N. Ellington Pkwy, Lewisburg TN. Presented by 
Nick Mayer, with Tennessee Valley Corvette Club. Hourly giveaways, trophies, food trucks, tunes by Wil-
lie Davis, free admission! All Corvettes, hot rods, & antique cars are welcome. 8am - 12pm. 
April 19 
Cars, Cigars, and Coffee. 4707 Dayton Blvd, Red Bank TN. All makes/ models welcome. Food trucks, 
cigars, beverages. 9am - 3:30pm. Awards at 2pm. 
 April 19  
Heritage High School Truck & Tractor Pull. Blount County, TN. Antique pulls, truck & tractor pulls, larg-
est EASTER EGG HUNT in Blount County. Pulls start 10am. 
April 19 
Darkside 6th Annual Spring Fest. 1558 N. Gallatin Pike, Madison TN. Vendors, food, fun, giveaways, 
raffles. 10am - 4pm. Registration until noon, judging at 2.  More info: 615-681-1069 
 April 19 
Spring Conjure. Lincoln County High School, 12333 Huntsville Hwy, Fayetteville TN. Presented by Voo-
doo Customs and Elk Valley Crafters. 50/50 drawing, door prizes, no-fee swap meet. Craft show 9am - 
6pm. Car show 9am - 2pm. Registration (until noon) $20. elkvalleycrafters.com 
April 19 
Mid-Tenn Hot Rodders 2nd Annual Spring Thaw Out Car Show. Rescheduled from March 15. 951 

Sgt. Asbury Hawn Way, Smyrna TN. Dash plaques to first 30 entries, Top 20 awards, 50/50 raffle. $20 Regis-

tration 9am - 12pm, Awards at 2pm. midtnhotrodders@gmail.com 
April 25 - 26 
Bowtie Nationals. Beech Bend Raceway Park, Bowling Green, KY. GM Invasion. Car show, vendors, 
swap meet, drag racing, dyno, autocross, burnouts.  
 
 

mailto:rutherfordtn@isaiah117house.com
https://form.jotform.com/250556957958174
https://form.jotform.com/250556957958174
mailto:midtnhotrodders@gmail.com
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April 26 
4th Annual Walnut Grove Missionary Baptist Church Car Show. 1616 Walnut Grove Rd, Clarksville TN. 
2pm - 5pm. (Inclement weather date May 3rd) 
April 26 
Cruising For Christ. Highland Baptist Church, 808 W Hickory St. Tullahoma TN. Food, 50/50, games, 
prizes. 10 am- 2pm 
  April 26 
3rd Annual Mike Albert Memorial Cruise In. 1308 Poplar Ridge Rd, Chapmansboro, TN. All cars & 
trucks welcome. 1pm - 5 pm 
April 26 
Sundown in Sneedville. Main Street, Sneedville TN. Cars, trucks, motorcycles, food & family fun. 
4pm - 8pm 
 April 26 
8th Annual Spring Fever Auto Show. Robertson County - Springfield Airport, 4423 Airport Rd, Spring-
field TN. $20 Registration 8am - Noon, awards 2pm. Vendor spaces, 50/50 drawing, door prizes. For 
more info or pre-registration: Chris 615-268-4276 
 April 26 
2nd Annual Welsey Heights United Methodist Church Cruise In. 2101 East Lincoln St. Tullahoma, TN. 
Tims Ford Region AACA. Kid games and activities, 50/50, cake walk, adult challenges, concessions 
available. No entry fee - donations appreciated. 11am - 2pm. Rain date May 3rd.  
April 26 
Oakland Car Show. Fundraiser for Sophie Nolan. Sunoco / Green Cactus Grill, 6302 US 64, Oakland TN. 
$25 entry. Registration begins 8am, judging begins 11:30, awards at 3. Cruise to Faith Church CruiseIN 
at 4pm.  
April 26 
Brothers of the Wheel M/C 2nd Annual Car and Bike Show. Old Franklin Co High School parking lot, 
925 Dinah Shore Blvd, Winchester TN. Proceeds go toward toys & bicycles for kids at Christmas. 1st & 
2nd in multiple classes, Best in Show, Peoples' Choice. All makes & models welcome. $20 Registration 
starts at 9am. Show 10am- 2pm. 
April 26 
Pan Can Purple Stride Car Show. Nashville Fairgrounds 625 Smith Ave, Nashville TN. Presented by 
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network. Gates open 6:30am, Event village 8am, Walk begins 9:30, 
Awards at 10:30. 20 spots available, enter by April 1st. $25 entry fee. Contact Cody 
Ayers cfilbert@pancanvolunteer.org 
April 26 
SRCC Cruise-In / Car Show at the Pioneer Days Festival. Cannonsburgh Village, 312 S. Front St, 
Murfreesboro TN. SRCC = Stones River Car Club. Top 10 plus several specialty awards. Free regis-
tration, free lunch, free admission  

MEMORY LANE CRUISERS, CLARKSVILLE, TN 

https://www.memorylanecruisers.net/car-show-listing 

mailto:cfilbert@pancanvolunteer.org
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